


Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 24th of February 2026 at 7:00 pm, The Old Ticket Office, Haltwhistle
Present: Cllr M Ridley (Chair), Cllr A Whitehead (Vice-Chair), Cllr A Sharp, Cllr H Maxted, Cllr A Dale, Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr J Wigham, Cllr D Keen In attendance: Emma Ackroyd (Clerk) Sean Glenton (Cemetery Keeper)

13/26 Apologies for Absence None received.

14/26 Declarations of Interest – None declared.

15/26 Minutes of Previous Meeting – 13th of January 2026
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th of January 2026 were reviewed. Proposed: Cllr A Dale, Seconded: Cllr A Sharp - Approved

16/26 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes None discussed.

17/26 Clerk’s Report and Correspondence
The Clerk presented the report and updates on cemetery matters.
Members discussed a hedge bordering properties adjacent to the cemetery. It was noted that fencing had been removed in part and branches may require cutting back to allow a replacement fence to be installed.
An application for a headstone in the cremated remains section was considered. The proposed headstone was of standard burial size rather than the smaller size specified for ashes plots. Members agreed that the restriction was unnecessary and approved the application.
Proposed: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Seconded: Cllr M Ridley - Approved
Members also agreed that the cemetery rules should be amended to allow standard headstones for cremated remains plots where appropriate.

18/26 Cemetery Matters
18/26.01 Exclusive Rights & Transfers
Applications for exclusive rights, transfers and headstones were presented for approval.
Exclusive Rights Approved: 3183, 3170, 547E, 508C (Awaiting two grave numbers from Sean when back from Annual Leave)
Proposed: Cllr J Wigham, Seconded: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie - Approved

18/26.02 Cemetery Report
Members discussed general cemetery operations, including recent maintenance and burial activity.
It was noted that the number of burials had been lower than expected during the year, impacting projected income. Members acknowledged the uncertainty of income levels due to reliance on burial numbers.
The Chair thanked Sean for responding promptly to a flood incident at Greenhead Cemetery, where a standpipe tap failure caused significant water flow. The issue was made safe while further investigation into the water supply location is ongoing.

18/26.03 Annual Price Review
Members reviewed the current cemetery fees and considered comparative costs with other local cemeteries.
Following discussion regarding financial sustainability and rising operational costs, members agreed to increase cemetery fees by 5% across all categories from the new financial year.
Proposed: Cllr A Whitehead, Seconded: Cllr H Maxted – Approved

19/26 Allotments
19/26.01 Allotment Updates
Members were informed that all allotment rents have now been paid.
One allotment plot had recently been surrendered due to the tenant’s health and will be offered to the next person on the waiting list.
19/26.02 Outstanding Allotment Fees None outstanding.

20/26 Reports on Financial Matters
20/26.01 Balances, Income and Expenditure
The balance sheet and financial report were reviewed.
Members noted that burial income was below projections, particularly at Haydon Bridge, and this could create cash flow pressures before parish contributions are received in May.
Members acknowledged the situation and agreed that the financial position would need continued monitoring.

20/26.02 Payments for Approval
Payments listed in Appendix 3 were presented for approval.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr A Sharp – Approved

21/26 Land Registration – Haltwhistle and Greenhead Cemeteries
Members received an update regarding the ongoing land registration process following the removal of Greenhead Parish Council from the arrangements.
A payment to Cartmell Shepherd Solicitors was required for work completed to date and to progress the final land transfer.
Members approved payment of the current invoice and the quoted fee to complete the registration.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr A Sharp – Approved

22/26 Any Other Business
Members discussed general operational matters including:
· Ongoing work to level sunken graves.
· Training opportunities with Hexham Cemetery to observe burial practices and equipment.
· The need to continue reviewing operational efficiencies and long-term sustainability of cemetery operations.

23/26 Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next meeting will take place:
Tuesday 14th of April 2026 19:00 – Gilsland Village Hall

Confidential Matters
Resolution to Exclude Press and Public
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr A Sharp – Approved

24/26.01 Staffing Matters
Staffing matters were discussed in confidential session.
The staffing committee will continue to hold periodic meetings with the grounds operative to review progress and set operational priorities.

24/26.02 Other Confidential Matters
Members discussed financial sustainability and future operational considerations for the burial committee.
No formal decisions were taken.

Meet adjourned at 8:20 PM
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