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Minutes of the meeting of Bucklebury Parish Council  

held in The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury on  

Monday 14th April 2025 at 7.45pm 

 Present:  Cllr. B. Dickens (Chairman); Cllr. J. Allum; Cllr. M. Morgan; Cllr. G. Pask; 
Cllr. D. Southgate Cllr. P. Teal; Cllr. L. Windmill; Cllr. G. Woods; District Cllr. Read. 
One member of the public was present. 

 

1  Apologies. 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr. Loader, Cllr. Spours, Cllr. 
Willett and Mrs. Pratt, the Clerk. 

 

2  Declarations of Interest.  

2.1  Register of Interests. 
There were no changes to the register of interests.   

 
 

2.2  Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items. 
Cllr. Woods declared an interest in planning application 25/00243/CERTE for Red Hill 
House. 

 

3  Public Session.  

3.1  Chapel Row Telephone Box. 
The Chapel Row Phone Box Librarian and her husband raised concern about the condition 
of the telephone box which is in growing disrepair and needs attention. The box is owned 
by BPC and the book exchange is in regular use.  Some users don’t understand the one in 
one out principle and leave boxes of books on the floor which is to be discouraged. Damp 
has resulted in the failure of the shelving, damage to the local history stickers on the 
window, moss and resealing may be required. The light no longer works. The librarian’s 
husband is happy to make new shelves. Two cans of paint were donated to Cllr. Pask. No 
budget exists for the refurbishment. Cllr. Pask and Cllr. Allum will create a list of what 
needs to be done and costings which they will present to BPC.   The Memorial Hall 
Committee is also looking at setting up a book exchange. 
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4  Minutes of meeting of BPC on the 10th March 2025. 
The minutes of the meeting of BPC held on Monday 10th March 2025 were approved as 
an accurate record of the meeting and will be signed by the Chairman. 

 

5  Chair’s Report.  

5.1  Royal Berkshire NHS Trust Strategy Refresh. 
Cllr. Morgan is collating a BPC response to the Refresh. Royal Berkshire Hospital (RBH) 
was seen nationally as performing well against other hospitals. Councillors were 
requested to send their feedback to him this next week. 

 
MM 

5.2  Bucklebury Village Triangle and Ford Signage. 
A parishioner requested, via Cllr. Read, that WBC provide curbing to the signpost triangle 
near the conservation area in Bucklebury Village as it had been eroded by vehicles. Logs 
had been placed around the triangle to deter further damage.  WBC has estimated the 
work to cost £12,000. It was noted that BPC don’t have powers to do highway works and 
don’t have any funds budgeted for this activity.  WBC are unlikely to have funds for this 
work either.  WBC had asked for the logs to be removed as they were not authorised by 
WBC and Cllr. Dickens agreed to pass on this message to the parishioner who had 
installed them. 
Signage for the ford as you approach it from Marlston is missing following an accident. 
Mr C. Vidler from WBC found the original sign wording on Google for the replacement 
however, alternative wording has been proposed to make drivers aware of the depth of the 
water to reduce the incidence of vehicles breaking down in the ford. Cllr. Read agreed to 
discuss wording with Mr. Vidler. 
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5.3  Permitted Path – Bucklebury Village to Briff Lane. 
The landowner for the North option has expressed concerns over public liability.  The 
South option was seen to have some benefits.  District Cllr. Read will discuss liability 
issues of permitted paths with the WBC Countryside Officer. 

 
 
 

CR 

5.4  North Wessex Downs National Landscape Management Plan Consultation. 
There are webinars on 16th, 23rd and 25th April for those interested.  It was agreed that 
Cllr. Dickens, Cllr. Pask and Cllr. Allum would submit a response on behalf of BPC in 
advance of the deadline of 30th April. 
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5.5  Cold Ash Parish Council (CAPC) Update. 
The new Environment Agency flood maps move the flood risk for site CA12 from 
category 1 to category 2/3.  CAPC have received legal advice that this makes the new 
Local Plan unsound; this information has been relayed to WBC and may result in a delay 
to the process. 

 

5.6  VE80 Event. 
The success of the VE80 event is dependent on having enough volunteers on the night. 
Councillors all need to help and recruit additional resources to help for a few hours on the 
night. 

 
 
 

All 

6  Clerk’s Report.  

6.1  Common Clearing. 
Common Clearing on the 29th March had a reasonable attendance.  The weather was good 
and the skip was essentially filled by litter collected.  Thanks were extended to all those 
who supported the event, by either coming out and collecting litter or making cakes and 
serving refreshments after the event. 
The Autumn Common Clearing session will take place on Saturday 4th October. 

 
 

6.2  Defibrillator Training. 
The defibrillator training session planned for Thursday 24th April, after the coffee 
morning in the Memorial Hall has been advertised.  To date, two names of people 
interested in attending have been received, but it is unclear who is holding the list of 
interested attendees. 

 
 
 

6.3  Internal Audit. 
Erica Tipton, has once again agreed to carry out the internal audit for BPC for FY24/25.  
The Clerk will endeavour to get the necessary paperwork to her by Tuesday 22nd April, so 
that the work can be completed by the beginning of May. 

 
 

 
HP 

6.4  Annual Parish Assembly. 
This will take place on the 23rd May in the Memorial Hall.  The meeting will be 
advertised with posters around the parish, on Facebook and the Parish Website.   

 
 

HP 

6.5  Broad Lane Bus Shelter. 
The bus shelter has not been fixed to date.  The Clerk has asked Tactical Facilities 
Management for a date when the work will be done. 

 

7  Planning.  

7.1  Planning applications on which BPC has been consulted by WBC:  

7.1.1  25/00587/HOUSE & 25/00590/LBC – Bucklebury House. 
Construction of an outdoor swimming pool, pool house and associated works. 
BPC has no objection to these applications. 

 

7.1.2  25/00577/HOUSE – Byrons Chase, Carbinswood Lane. 
Extension to outbuilding.  The existing outbuilding is gym and swimming pool with small 
sauna area.  The proposed extension will be accommodating new enlarged area for sauna 
and SPA. 
BPC has no objection to this application. 

 

7.1.3  25/00243/CERTE – Red Hill House, Briff Lane. 
Continued use of land as garden land (amended plan). 
BPC has no objection to this application. 
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7.2  Planning Decisions made by WBC:  

7.2.1  24/02471/OUT Land adjacent to Pine Lodge, Bucklebury Alley (Cold Ash Parish).  
Outline application for a proposed new single dwelling on a site within the settlement 
boundary – Matters to be considered: Access. 
BPC offered no comment on this application which has been refused by WBC. 

 

7.2.2  24/02075/HOUSE & 24/02076/LBC Fairchilds, Sadgrove Lane. 
Two storey extension to c20th south wing and minor internal and external alterations. 
BPC offered no objection on this application which has been withdrawn by the 
applicant. 

 

7.3  Adjacent Parish Applications. 
There are no new applications within 200m of the parish boundary. 

 

7.4  Update on the Local Plan. 
The Planning Inspector is expected to publish his report on the Local Plan on the 25th 
April.  WBC is expected to vote on it at a special council meeting on the 10th June. 

 

7.5  Enforcement. 
Concerns remain about what the WBC enforcement team are willing to pursue.  This 
follows a request for enforcement by BPC, in support of a resident, in Chapel Row which 
is not being pursued by WBC.  The resident is challenging the process followed by WBC. 

 

7.6  BPC Website Planning Alerts. 
Updates to parish planning applications, provided by Hugo Fox on the website are not 
being automatically updated.  This has been reported to Hugo Fox. 

 

8  District Councillor’s Report.  

8.1  Family Matters. 
Family Hubs (in Thatcham, Calcot, Newbury and Hungerford) are being expanded and 
strengthened to give more joined-up support and provide children, parents and carers with 
the support they need, when they need it. 

 

8.2  Tudor Garden at Shaw House. 
Work on the Tudor Garden at Shaw House is now complete. This was made possible 
through funding from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. 

 

8.3  Artificial Intelligence (AI) Trial of “Minute”. 
WBC is one of twenty-five local authorities to trial the AI software “Minute” which is 
used to transcribe meetings and produce customisable summaries in the required formats. 

 

8.4  Highway Improvement Plan (HIP) for 2025/26. 
The WBC HIP for FY25/26 doubles the number of approved schemes compared to 
previous years and includes the following high-lights: 
•£12m investment in highway resurfacing projects, 
• £1.7m for highway drainage and flood risk improvements, 
• £300k for white line and sign maintenance, 
• £400k for footpath improvements, 
• £400k uplift for pothole repairs following the change in criteria on depth from 50mm to 
40mm, 
• £1.6m for active travel measures to promote walking and cycling, 
• Further rollout of 20mph zones across the district. Town and Parish Councils that have 
expressed an interest will be approached soon. 
• £3.5m for Theale Station improvements to enhance accessibility and parking. 
• £1m investment in Bus Service Improvements to enhance public transport. 
• Expansion of electric vehicle charge points across the district with £1m investment. 

 

9  Finances.  

9.1  Payments made since the last meeting: 

HugoFox £287.86 Website and domain (annual cost) 
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West Berkshire District Council £592.25 Return of duplicate payment for 
Members Bid. 

CR Landscapes £505.13 Cemetery maintenance in FY24/25. 
Masons Trees and Woodland 
Management 

£1,800.00 Reduction of the holly in the hedge 
between the meadows. 

Imperial War Museum £48.00 Images for VE Day – 80 Special Oaks 
edition. 

Bucklebury Memorial Hall £94.80 Rent for BPC mtgs and coffee 
mornings – January to March 2025. 

9.2  Payments to be approved: 

Bank charges (10/2/25 – 9/3/25) £7.25 
Replacement mat for Play park £57.10 
Replacement latch for Meadows gate £13.01 
Salaries, PAYE and pension contributions (March 2025) £1,184.87 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9.3  Financial Report for FY24/25. 
The Clerk circulated a financial report to the 31st March 2025 and reconciled the balances 
to the statements on the 20th March 2025.  During the year, receipts were received of 
£42,089.56, excluding interest.  Payments of £59,754.99 were made during the year, 
which includes £9,000 on the meadows and £11,394.67 on the Local Plan.  All figures 
include VAT which has not been reclaimed to date.   
On the 31st March, the balance, once all cheques and lodgements have cleared will be 
£11,374.87.  The balance of the Meadows account will be £25,602.44 (excluding any 
interest payment in March 2025). 

 

9.4  To review balances as per most recent statements:  

 Lloyds Current Account balance after all cheques 
cleared and lodgements received (14/4/25):  

 
£10,142.64 

 

 Lloyds Current Account: £16,444.25 20th March 2025  

 Lloyds Business Instant Account for meadows: £27,102.44 20th March 2025  

 Scottish Widows Reserve Account: £33,313.35 8th April 2024  

 Scottish Widows Gilroy Account: £4,658.72 8th April 2024  

10  Fred Dawson Play area and Pump Track. 
The RoSPA inspections for the play area and the Pump track are scheduled for April. 

 

10.1  Update from Weekly Inspections. 
The park is being well used and the litter levels are low.  The wooden gate is continuing 
to drop and has recently required levering up to encourage it to close. 

 
 
 

10.2  Pump Track. 
A revised quote to tarmac the surface of the pump track has been obtained which has only 
increased by £200 to £10,057 including VAT.  This quote is valid for 60 days. 
Over the last six months, £1,568 has been spent on resurfacing, so if this had to be spent 
every six months, there would be a three-year payback. 
The Clerk is talking to Greenham Trust about the possibility of match funding from 
BPC’s budget. 
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11  Meadows.  

11.1  Fencing 
Barbed wire fencing has been removed from the hedges between the meadows. Some of 
the boundary fence has been moved or misplaced and needs to be replaced.   A meeting 
of the Meadows Committee needs to take place to develop a plan. 
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11.2  Hollow Ash Tree near Byles Green.  
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The TPO application has been submitted to WBC.  WBC are waiting for the leaves to 
grow to determine the application. 
Masons will return to complete the work, when the application is approved. 

 
GP 

11.3  Split Oak. 
Safety fencing has been recommended as the best way forwards until WBC and the tree 
owner decide what else needs to be done. 

 
 

GP 

12  Cemetery. 
There is currently no maintenance contract for the Cemetery.  The Clerk will get quotes 
for ground maintenance.  There was a discussion about possible contractors. 

 
 
HP 

13  Highways.  

13.1  Grit bins. 
Photographs have been taken of the new location for the Bucklebury Farm grit bin, which 
need to be submitted to WBC with a map.   There is no update on a new bin by the swale, 
north of Bucklebury village. 
Cllr. Southgate reported that there needs to be a summer maintenance programme and 
some volunteers to help put some of the bins on slabs. 

 
 

HP 
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13.2  Speed Indicator Device (SID). 
The small team of volunteers has continued to deploy SID on a daily basis throughout the 
Parish. A total of 984,000 vehicle movements have now been recorded. 
Minor damage has occurred to the SID frame which needs a vice and hammering out.  It 
appears that it has been run over.  

 
 
 

DS 
 

13.3  Permanent SIDs. 
Progress on this is waiting on a policy for SIDs from WBC.  District Cllr. Read was asked 
to follow up on this. 

 
CR 

13.4  Double Yellow Lines at Mount Pleasant. 
There has been no news from WBC on the parking restrictions in the section of road past 
the garages at Mount Pleasant.  District Cllr. Read was asked to chase this up. 

 
 
CR 

13.5  20mph Zone in Bucklebury Village. 
The WBC review process is unclear.  It was questioned whether BPC were asked about a 
20mph zone in Bucklebury, given that the request had been made in person.  District Cllr. 
Read was asked to follow up on this. 

 
 
 
CR 

13.6  Community Speed Watch (CSW). 
Cllr. Southgate will arrange CSW training over the coming weeks. 

 
DS 

14  Environment.  

14.1  VE – Day 80 event (Thursday 8th May). 
The Event will start at 7pm and the beacon will be lit at 9.30pm.  Kennet Music and the 
Beenham Wind Orchestra will be playing.  Memories from those who remember VE-Day 
will be read by young people.  Tributes will be read before a piper leads the Bradfield 
Cadets around the beacon. 
It is suggested that people bring a picnic.  The Blackbird and the Bladebone will be open.  
It is hoped that Tutts Clump Cider will be on the Green.  Bucklebury Guides will be 
selling tea, coffee and cakes; it was agreed to fund the Guides with £100 to bootstrap 
their outlay.  Go Fish will be there from 7.45pm.   
Period games and a bunting competition will take place. 
Cllr. Woods has obtained a Temporary Events Notice for the event. 
There will be a special edition of The Oaks which will include VE celebrations both past 
and present. 
Volunteers will be needed to help set up the event, on the night and to tidy up afterwards. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GW 
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14.2  Sustainable Bucklebury. 
The Sustainable Bucklebury Group has completed their first wildflower distribution 
project.  This project involved the printing of 2,000 leaflets with gardening for wildlife 
information, which were then distributed with envelopes of mixed wildflower seeds. The 
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seeds and leaflets were distributed to the main residential areas of the parish and left at 
pick up points.  Bucklebury Farm Park funded the project. 

14.3  Works on the Common. 
Cllr. Teal expressed concern about the brash which has been left following the work.   He 
also raised concern about the different standards which are being applied by the Forestry 
Commission on licensing. 
General concern was raised about the fire risk posed by the large piles of roots and dead 
wood in various places on the common. 
Cattle are being purchased to graze some locations on the common under a no-fencing 
scheme using collars and GPS.  WBC are responsible for road signage and may use 
folding signs to reflect the areas being grazed at any one time. 
Cllr. Dickens plans to discuss the deployment of cattle and other matters with Bucklebury 
Estate. 
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15  Correspondence.  

15.1  My Family Our Needs Publication. 
It was agreed this falls outside the remit of BPC. 

 

15.2  District Parish Conference – Wednesday 30th April. 
Topics at this conference include Local Government Reform/reorganisation, an update on 
the town/PC local offer, Community Outreach Model & Safe Places, and Journey to Net 
Zero. 

 

16  Reports from Meetings.  

16.1  Common Interest Group Meeting – 31st March. 
Cllr. Loader attended the Common Interest Group meeting. There are six new information 
boards being installed in the carparks on the Common.  Cattle will be grazing the 
Common from late August/September.   The Estate are looking at a number of 
encroachment issues on the Common and these will be dealt with on an individual basis. 
The major work on the Common is now complete.  Restoration work including 
reinstatement of rights of way will take place over the summer months.  The piles of root 
stumps will be taken off-site.  A lot of work has been done to benefit the community and 
improve wellbeing ahead of the NE Thatcham development. 
It was noted that Bucklebury Common is private land and the Estate has made no gain 
from any of the works. 

 

16.2  Memorial Hall Committee. 
The new accessible path to the Memorial Hall has been completed. 
The lantern roof light in the Committee Room has been found to be leaking. 

 

16.3  Patient Participation Group (PPG). 
Cllr. Dickens reported that Dr. Barnett and Dr. Wylie are both on extended leave, so a 
locum is being sought.  The Practice Manager Paul Gomm is retiring and will be replaced 
by Tania Coker-Davies.  The triage process of assessing patients is seen to be working 
effectively.   
Whilst Cllr. Windmill has agreed to join the PPG; she was not invited to the meeting. 

 

17  Round Table Comments.  

17.1  Bucklebury-pc.gov.uk 
The gov.uk domain is now linked correctly and works for councillors’ email addresses. 
Whilst no immediate changes are required councillors can start using email addresses of 
the form: firstname.lastname@bucklebury-pc.gov.uk 

 

17.2  Night Jars 
Comment made that not yet heard on the common this year – might be too early 

 

17.3  Bucklebury History Group Public Liability Insurance cover 
The decision to support the Bucklebury History Group (BHGH) with funding of £90 to 
cover insurance was outstanding from a previous BPC meeting.  The request for £90 to 
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cover British Association for Local History (BALH) membership (which includes 
insurance cover) was put to the vote and rejected by the majority. Cllr. Southgate will 
inform BHG of the decision. 

The meeting concluded at 10.20pm. 
Date of next meetings: 
Annual BPC meeting: Monday 12th May at 7.45pm – The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall. 
Annual Parish Assembly: Friday 23rd May at 7.45pm – Bucklebury Memorial Hall. 


