                                                       TONG PARISH COUNCIL
            Minutes of meeting held on 23rd January 2023 at the Village Hall at 7pm
Present Cllr Paul Fisher, David Williams, Annice Dixon, John Moore, Ed Bird, Helen Rutter, Helen Owen
The Police were unable to be present
There were no declarations of interest
1. The minutes of the meeting held on 14th November 2022 were approved and signed.
2. Matters arising  To share the cost and expertise in producing a new Parish Plan with Little Wenlock was interesting  The ongoing issue of the current Local Plan had to be resolved first.
 Travellers Site A PCN (enforcement) had been served. Councillors worried about a degree of     Intiimidation on local residents.
Local Plan Enquiry Held online Councillors attending reported on its basic core, being Shropshire Council’s duty of co-operation with the ABCA based on the Plan at the time of submission and its validity and common ground. Seemingly a little hollow as the Black Country authorities’ associations with each other had since unravelled.
A decision was expected within weeks before the next ‘site specific’ stage.
Much would depend on Government legislation and the status of the Green Belt.
Bradford Estates had taken back responsibility for Tong Hill Farm.
Meashill Farm had been approved as a wedding venue with provisions, some of which we had requested.
3. Coronation of the King The Jubilee celebrations had been enjoyed. It was agreed to ring fence £1500 if residents would like to organise a celebration (a single payment from general reserves). 
4. Precept Comparisons were made with 2001/2. Rising costs in administration had to be covered. A modest increase of £750 was agreed- with 85 dwellings it would be £9 per year.   
Unique occasions such as the Coronation would come from general reserves. New precept £4,550.
5. Accounts
Festival in Church- Xmas Tree and trims    £57
Clerk’s Salary and expenses   £789.68       Hire of Hall, Jan 23   £20
6. Fly tipping  Cllr Fisher would post hotline details on the noticeboards- GPS location was needed.
Andrea McWilliams had confirmed we were not eligible for CIL funds for Speed Activated signs. 
Gt Hanwood had procured partial funding from the Police and Crime Commissioner. Enquire how. 
Signs – located at Hubbal Lane; T junction (Friars Lane); Church wall: missing/swinging in twind
All requests were now filtered through Shropshire Council’s portal ‘Fix My Streets’.
The mirror at Tong Norton crossroads had not been cleaned although it was scheduled.

Information signs at Long Lane/Neachley featured triangles depicting cyclists/riders etc. although not in Tong Parish but Donington and Boscobel and Shifnal needed some minor attention to recapture their attractiveness. Councillors felt that Tong residents would also appreciate their restoration and were happy to contribute towards the cost.



7. Date of next meeting Mon 22nd May 2023      Annual Parish meeting and the Parish Council’s
Meeting starting at 7pm
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