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Minutes of the meeting of Bucklebury Parish Council  

held in The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury on  

Monday 9th June 2025 at 7pm 

 Present:   Cllr. B. Dickens (Chairman); Cllr. J. Allum; Cllr. G. Loader; Cllr. G. Pask; 
Cllr. D. Southgate; Cllr. P. Spours; Cllr. P. Teal; Cllr. C. Willett; Cllr. L. Windmill; 
District Cllr. Read; Mrs. H. Pratt (Clerk). 
Four members of the public were present (including Jon Willis). 

 

1  Apologies. 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr. Woods. 

 

2  Declarations of Interest.  

2.1  Register of Interests. 
There were no changes to the register of interests.   

 
 

2.2  Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items. 
Cllr. Windmill declared an interest in planning application 25/00912/FUL for Appletrees 
as a near neighbour. 

 

3  Public Session.  

3.1  Jon Willis (Transport info). 
Jon Willis shared some thoughts on the North East Thatcham development included in the 
draft Local Plan.  WBC has just published a Local Transport Plan Strategy which contains 
the objective of 50% active travel in Newbury and Thatcham (this is expected to include 
the NE Thatcham development).  Active travel is walking, wheeling or cycling for a 
purposeful journey. 
The design of the development will be critical to minimise traffic.  High quality, safe 
pedestrian and cycle routes within the development, and linking it with the town centre 
and the station are needed.  Bus stops and road crossings need to be of high quality.  
There should be no car access onto Harts Hill Road. 
Traffic calming measures, funded by the developers, should be designed for Cold Ash, 
Bucklebury and Bradfield, including 20mph zones. 
WBC has a unique opportunity to design a development to maximise walking, cycling 
and use of public transport, and minimise car use.  WBC officers will need the 
appropriate knowledge and skills to support them, and to give them the commitment and 
courage to work with the developers to achieve the goal of 50% active travel. 
Thatcham Town Councils and the surrounding parish councils are planning to work 
together, with WBC (given the opportunity) on the master planning process for NE 
Thatcham. 
Cllr. Dickens thanked Jon Willis for talking to BPC. 

 

4  Minutes of the annual meeting of BPC on the 12th May 2025. 
The minutes of the annual meeting of BPC held on Monday 12th May 2025 were 
approved as an accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman. 

 

5  Review of Corporate Documents.  

5.1  Asset Register. 
The Asset Register was reviewed.  It was agreed that the PAT testing equipment needed 
to be added. 
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5.2  Risk Assessment. 
The Risk Assessment document was reviewed and approved.  It was noted that it doesn’t 
comply to the latest H & S recommendations.  The Clerk and Cllr. Southgate will 
investigate moving to the latest format.  It was also noted that events including Common 
Clearing and Coffee mornings have separate Risk Assessments and are not covered by 
this document. 
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5.3  Code of Conduct. 
The Code of Conduct is based on the WBC Code of Conduct and no updates were 
necessary. 

 

5.4  Standing Orders. 
The Clerk advised that there have been minor updates to the Standing Orders by NALC.  
These have been included in the BPC Standing Orders which it was resolved to approve. 

 

5.5  Financial Regulations. 
There were no changes suggested to the Financial Regulations which were approved. 

 

6  Chair’s Report  

6.1  Meeting with Thatcham Town Council (TTC). 
Cllr. Dickens has met with the Leader of TTC, Cllr. Suzanne Adamantos and the Deputy 
Leader, Cllr. Mike Cole.  It has been agreed that joint meetings between TTC, BPC, Cold 
Ash Parish Council and Midgham Parish Council will be reinvigorated in order to get the 
best outcomes possible from the NE Thatcham development. 

 

6.2  Memorial Hall Committee member. 
BPC has had a representative on the Memorial Hall Committee which was Cllr. Morgan, 
until his resignation from BPC. It was agreed that Cllr. Allum would take on the role until 
the August BPC meeting when it will be reviewed. 

 

7  Clerk’s Report.  

7.1  Vacant Councillor Position. 
The required legal notices advertising the vacancy on the West Ward, following Cllr. 
Morgan’s resignation, are on all of the parish noticeboards and the website. 
Ten electors from the West Ward may request a by-election if, within 14 days of the 
notice being published they give notice, in writing, to the returning officer at WBC.  The 
14 days expires on Friday 20th June.  Should a by-election be called, it would only be in 
the West Ward. 
To date, the Clerk is aware of four interested parishioners.  It was agreed that anyone 
interested be asked to submit a brief CV and have a meeting with councillors on Monday 
7th July. 
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8  Planning.  

8.1  Planning applications on which BPC has been consulted by WBC:  

8.1.1  25/01010/FULMAJ – Tall Pines, Chapel Row. 
A 1 ½ storey replacement dwelling of an existing bungalow, including provisions for new 
landscaping and car parking arrangements. 
It was agreed that BPC has no objection to this application, with the observation that the 
light cupola will release light into the surroundings as well as into the dwelling. 

 

8.1.2  25/00912/FUL – Appletrees, Chapel Row. 
Erection of two standalone supported living units, staff facility, elevational external 
alterations to an existing building, and ancillary works associated with the existing care 
facility. 
Appletrees is a long-established care home, accessed via a bridleway.   
The meeting was closed for a representative of the applicant and members of the public to 
speak. 
The home currently accommodates up to eight adults.  This application will increase the 
number of clients to either ten or eleven. 
Concern was raised about: 

 the increase in vehicles using the bridleway to access Appletrees, which given the 
existing volume is considered significant, 

 whilst the surface of the bridleway is currently in good condition, it has recently 
been maintained and the history of maintenance is poor, 
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 the culvert to the north of the bridleway, which took all the water from the 
bridleway has been filled with concrete resulting in flooding of the neighbouring 
field, 

 the increase in noise resulting from vehicle use of the track, 
 an increase in noise associated with some of the clients given the increase in 

number of clients, 
 waste management at the site is considered unsatisfactory by local residents. 

The meeting was reopened. 
It was agreed that BPC has no objection to this application subject to the track being 
maintained in perpetuity, consideration to surface water and a management plan for staff 
such that the amenity of neighbours is considered when driving to and from the site. 

8.2  Planning Decisions made by WBC:  

8.2.1  24/01767/FUL – Spring Cottage, Chapel Row. 
Retrospective: We would like to be permitted to regularly rent out our existing swimming 
pool to local swim schools for lessons.  The pool and changing room areas are entirely 
self-contained, with its own entrance and toilet facilities.  There is a specified parking 
area to the side of the house.  There are 6 swim schools that would like to use the pool, 
covering 28 hrs a week spread over 7 days. 
BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC. 

 

8.2.2  24/01964/LBC – Briar Cottage, Byles Green. 
Replace rear kitchen window with a French window; replace kitchen door and boot room 
door and replace four single glazed windows in kitchen/utility room with double glazed 
windows (retrospective for the four single glazed windows in the kitchen and the kitchen 
door). 
BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC. 

 

8.2.3  25/00292/HOUSE – Cadby House, Long Grove. 
2 storey side extension and garage conversion into habitable space.  Side extension to 
include double garage and rear entry lobby on ground floor and store area above the 
garage. 
BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC. 

 

8.2.4  25/00587/HOUSE & 25/00590/LBC – Bucklebury House. 
Construction of an outdoor swimming pool, pool house and associated works. 
BPC had no objection to these applications which have been approved by WBC. 

 

8.2.5  25/00422/CERTP – Chapel Row Green. 
Proposal is to build a Boules Court (14m x 4.5m) creating a limestone covered 
hardstanding with timber border. 
BPC were not consulted on this application, and made no comment.  The application has 
been withdrawn. 

 

8.2.6  25/00716/HOUSE – Stag Cottage, Zin Zan. 
Single storey side extension to form entrance lobby with WC and 2 bay carport.  
Detached single storey garden room / home office. 
BPC objected to this application which has been approved by WBC. 

 

8.2.7  25/00770/HOUSE – Iona, Bucklebury. 
Proposed 2nd storey extension only (on top of the existing ground floor extension). 
BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC. 

 

8.2.8  25/00824/HOUSE & 25/00826/LBC – Picton Farm, The Slade. 
The repair and extension of the existing Farmhouse following demolition of modern side 
and rear extensions.  The construction of an upgraded access track and frontage parking 
area. 
The installation of drainage, soakaways and treatment plant located to the rear of the 
Farmhouse. 
BPC had no objection to these applications which have been withdrawn. 
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8.3  Applications determined on appeal.  

8.3.1  24/01258/FUL – Westfield Stables, Tylers Lane. 
Part retrospective: Conversion of redundant stables to form one dwelling, car parking, 
landscaping and associated works. 
BPC objected to this application which was refused by WBC.  The applicant took this 
decision to appeal and it has been dismissed. 

 

8.4  Adjacent Parish Applications. 
There are no new applications within 200m of the parish boundary. 

 

9  District Councillor’s Report.  

9.1  Two new councils – Oxford and Shires, and Ridgeway – Consultation. 
This proposal for the formation of Ridgeway Council and Oxford and Shires Council is 
one of three being put forwards.  Ridgeway Council would encompass the areas covered 
by WBC, Vale of White Horse and South Oxfordshire.  Residents are invited to share 
their thoughts via the online survey, or attend one of the engagement events being held. 

 

9.2  New Chairman for WBC. 
District Cllr. Tony Vickers has been elected Chairman of WBC for the coming year. 
District Cllr. Stephanie Steevenson has been elected Vice Chairman. 

 

9.3  Black bin collections. 
Black bin collections are moving to a three weekly emptying schedule rather than the 
existing two weekly schedule.   

 

9.4  Local Plan. 
The King’s Counsel (KC) opinion sought by Thatcham Town Council and others didn’t 
give any reason for the Local Plan to be challenged. All those who leafleted or financially 
contributed to the KC opinion were thanked. 
WBC will be voting on adoption of the Local Plan at an extra ordinary meeting on 10th 
June. 
District Cllr. Read will be advocating strong “meaningful community engagement” on the 
development of NE Thatcham, and requesting a detailed plan of how this will be 
achieved. 

 

10  Annual Governance and Accountability Return.  

10.1  Internal Audit. 
Mrs. Erica Tipton has completed the internal audit and completed the internal auditors 
report on the AGAR.  No issues of concern were raised. 
It was agreed the clerk would arrange flowers for Mrs. Tipton up to the value of £50.00. 
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10.2  Annual Governance Statement. 
The statements in the Annual Governance Statement were considered and agreed.  The 
Chairman and Clerk signed the Annual Governance Statement. 

 

10.3  Annual Statement of Accounts. 
BPC considered and approved the Annual Statement of Accounts which was then signed 
by the Chairman. 

 

11  Finances.  

11.1  Expenditure against Budget for FY24/25. 
The Clerk circulated a report of the expenditure against budget for the whole of FY24/25.  
It was noted that there had been no budget for anti-speeding measures or for the beacon.  
Income from the Cemetery (£2,050) was considerably higher than FY23/24 (£490). 

 

11.2  Payments made since the last meeting: 
Since the last meeting, the following payment has been made. 

PAT testing kit £496.80  

 
 
 
 

11.3  Payments to be approved:  
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Bank charges (10/4/25 to 9/5/25) £6.75 
Bibby Financial Services Ltd (May bin emptying and bus shelters) £137.04 
Bucklebury Memorial Hall (Meeting & coffee morning rent, and 
play area grounds maintenance) 

 
£212.50 

SSAFA (from the VE 80 Event tombola) £19.67 
Imperial War Museum Trading Company Ltd (photos for The Oaks) £30.00 
Bucklebury Tennis Club (coaching primary school pupils) £320.00 
Salaries, pension contributions and expenses £1,250.25 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11.4  Bank Reconciliation to the 9th June 2025. 
The Clerk circulated a bank reconciliation to the 9th June which showed a balance of 
£23,639.59 once all cheques and lodgements have cleared.   
Cllr. Teal verified the bank reconciliation against the bank statements. 

 

11.5  To review balances as per most recent statements:  

 Lloyds Current Account: 20/5/2025 £28,262.89  

 Lloyds Business Instant Account for meadows: 20/5/2025 £25,641.86  

 Scottish Widows Reserve Account: 1/4/2025 £33,810.52  

 Scottish Widows Gilroy Account: 1/4/2025 £4,728.25  

11.6  Memorial Hall Grant. 
The Clerk has written to the Memorial Hall Committee about giving them a grant of 
£6,000 for the accessibility improvements to the hall, the accessible toilet and the repairs 
necessary to the lantern and roof above the Committee Room.  They are in the process of 
applying to Greenham Trust for a match funded grant and this might be a sensible way to 
maximise the grant. 
It was agreed to invite representatives of the Hall Committee to a meeting in November 
to share any plans they have for works in FY26/27 such that a contribution might be 
included in the budget. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12  Fred Dawson Play area and Pump Track.  

12.1  Weekly Inspections. 
Cllr. Teal reported that as a result of the rain, the timber of the horse has swollen and as a 
result, the part reported as loose is now tight again. 
He has inspected the landing of the multi-play unit and reported that it will be quite a 
major task to replace the timbers which are rotting on the ends. 

 
 
 

12.2  BMX Track. 
The Clerk will explore the options of a Greenham Trust grant before the end of the 
month. 
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13  Meadows. 
Cllr. Pask reported that he has arranged to meet a fencing contractor with a view to 
obtaining quotes for fencing off the area under the split oak, replacing fencing on some 
sections between the meadows (where dogs can easily run through) and marking the 
eastern and western boundaries, possibly with posts and a single strand of wire. 
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14  Cemetery. 
The Clerk has obtained a quote from Scofell Landscapes Ltd for a “one off tidy up” of the 
Cemetery (which can be completed towards the end of the week) and a quote for work 
longer term.  It was agreed to accept the quote for the “one off tidy up” for a total of £672 
plus VAT.  The Clerk will obtain further quotes for the longer-term work to be 
considered at the July meeting. 
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15  Highways.  

15.1  Speed.  
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SID continues to be deployed and is reducing speeds where deployed.  Residents are 
vocally unhappy with the speeds, but are not prepared to help with SID or CSW when 
given the opportunity. 
With cattle being introduced to the Common, Bucklebury Estate has been contacted by 
one resident to see if they can help with any traffic calming measures. Bucklebury Estate 
advised that as an ‘unfenced common’, motorists are expected to drive in a responsible 
manner to avoid any cattle that may wander onto the road. Cattle on the common will not 
change any speed limits but will result in more warning signage being installed by WBC. 
Any decision on permanent SIDs is awaiting the policy, which still has not been produced 
by WBC.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15.2  Community Speed Watch (CSW). 
Thames Valley Police (TVP) has recently provided a speed gun to BPC, on free loan.  
Three volunteers are needed to operate it. 
One resident, who complained about speeding, commented when asked to help with CSW 
that the local TVP officer had advised her not to and that it was their job.   This comment 
will be taken up with TVP. 
There are currently seven people signed up to operate CSW, but it will be difficult to get 
three of them together at the same time in the same place, but attempts will be made.  
Currently CSW is the only option BPC has to address excessive speeding. 
Cllr. Dickens agreed to do the necessary training for CSW. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DS 
BD 

15.3  Grit bins. 
The Clerk is agreeing locations for a new grit bin, and relocation of another grit bin with 
WBC.  
A summer maintenance programme is needed to install paving stones under some bins.  
Cllr. Allum and Cllr. Pask agreed to help do this work. 
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16  Environment.  

16.1  Sustainable Bucklebury. 
There has been no meeting since the last BPC meeting.  A lead for “Plastic free 
Bucklebury” is still needed.  Efforts are being made to find people to lead a Bucklebury 
Repair Café as a subsidiary of the Newbury and Thatcham Repair Cafes.   
A quote has been obtained for the Community Orchard, but some residents are unhappy 
with the proposals.   

 

16.2  Works on the Common. 
Following the first “Walk and Talk” session on the Common, Cllr. Southgate and Cllr. 
Pask reported that ten belted Galloway cattle will be arriving on the Common in late 
August/early September.  Should any cattle wander onto the road, it will be drivers who 
are liable.  During the session, which started at the South Carpark, those present (about 30 
people) walked across the road, up to Pease Hill and then back on the other side of the 
road, before vising the gulley between Fanny’s Lane and The Slade. 
Most of the restoration work on the tracks in the gulleys has been completed, although 
Cllr. Teal commented that areas under the wires had not been done. 

 
 

 
 
 

16.3  Permitted path from Bucklebury Village to Walnut Tree Cottages. 
There was no update on a potential permitted path. 
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16.4  Chapel Row Phone Box. 
The Chapel Row phone box needs more regular maintenance.  It was agreed that it is an 
asset which BPC wish to keep.  It was suggested that there are two options: 
1. Carry out a quick tidy up, and prevent the phone box from deteriorating further. 
2. Rub the majority of the phone box down, repaint it and reseal all of the glass with 

silicon. 
Cllr. Pask volunteer to rub down the door and paint it, to stop further deterioration before 
budgeted, more complete restoration work is carried out next year potentially with grant 
funding.   
The electricity supply to the phone box will be checked with a multi-meter. 
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17  Round Table Comments.  

17.1  Reports. 
It was noted that reports circulated prior to the meeting, speed up the meeting! 

 

The meeting concluded at 9.20pm. 
Date of next meetings: 
Bucklebury Planning Committee: Monday 23rd June at 7pm – Committee Room, The Victory Room, 
Bucklebury Village - cancelled 
BPC Meeting: Monday 14th July at 7pm – The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall. 


