Wick St Lawrence Parish Council
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 13th May 2026
Chair: Cllr D Burdge
Clerk: Mr C Edmonds
Email: clerk@wickstlawrenceparishcouncil.gov.uk

Meeting Opened 20.01
1. Welcome to the meeting by the Chair
2. Minutes of the May 2025 AGM were approved and signed off at the July 2025 Parish Council Meeting
3. Chairman’s Report

The chair thanked all the councillors for their continued support and attendance at the meetings. Also thanked the Clerk for pulling everything together,being on the ball with parish business and for supporting the councillors. Thanks also to the Parish Orderlies for their continued hard work in all weathers, and to those residents who attend the parish meetings. Finally thanks to Roger for all his efforts around the parish and the Village Hall which maybe unseen but are not unnoticed.
Challenges include the on-going cost of living crisis and how the parish needs to be mindful of how it can help and support local residents. The uncertainties over devolving work from North Somerset Council and the issues felt locally including parking, fly-tipping etc which impacts everyone. 
The parish council is concerned over the lack of contact from the Unitary Member for the parish.
Overall, despite what appears many negative and few positives Wick St Lawrence is a great place to live and work and the council will continue to strive to do the best it can for it’s residents.

Finance Report 2025/26

The accounts make for good reading. The parish spent just under £21400 during the year against a precept of £28000. The reason for the ‘underspend’ is due to the fact that none of the additional work North Somerset Council proposed devolving actually took place. Had the precept not increased by £5000, the parish council would have spent all but £1600 of it’s annual precept. Staff costs continue to be the biggest budget with maintenance close behind.

Budget Report 2026/27

The precept for the year was frozen at £28000.
The proposed spent for the year is estimated to be around £23000, so under the precept figure of £28000, meaning that the reserves will increase.
The Clerk has warned that proposals need to be considered for spending the reserves which currently total £44000, otherwise the external auditor could take action against the parish council for holding too much money in reserve. As a rule of thumb reserves should not be more than the annual precept, unless saving for a specific purpose.

4. Open Forum, questions, news or views
5. Date of next meeting Wednesday 12th May 2027 
Meeting closed 20.14 

 


