Widworthy village Questionnaire responses concerning the A35 and other issues affecting Wilmington and Widworthy in April and May 2023

There are about 140 households in the Widworthy Parish Council area – all had a questionnaire delivered with reply paid envelope of those (not all are inhabited or on the A35) there were 49 responses.

The respondents were asked to rank various issues from1 to 7 in order of importance.  These issues were the A35, Other local roads, Infrastructure services, Housing, High Viz items, Other suggestions.  

The A35 was ranked the highest priority in 70% of the responders and 2nd in a further 20%.

Of the ‘Other suggestions’ many had comments relating the traffic / A35. These are listed below.  61% (30) made comments of these 16 related to the road.

· Bus stop in Wilmington is a congestion problem - and dangerous.  No/inadequate parking in village.  

· As the highest priority speed cameras should be placed in Wilmington. 90% of cars ignore the speed limit.  There will be a serious accident one day involving speeding cars.

· Something has got to be done about the size of the vehicles on the A35 the road either needs to be downgraded or reinforced because the boundaries of the houses are crumbling  !

· Wilmington by pass shelved for 15 years in 1989, for another 15 years in 2004.  In 2019 no news of the bypass.  Massive increase in the volume of traffic and size of lorries.  Contributing to the damage of village infrastructure. 

· With reference to A35 and National Highways: Urgently needed through village 1) safe and improved pedestrian walkways; 2) Pedestrian crossings. 3) Avg speed cameras to deter speeding through village. 4) regular maintenance of all sideroads, footpaths and A35.

· Bus stop in the business park (east Devon) off the A35 EX14 9RL. So school children can use it to get to Offwell safely.  The bus stop would also benefit Offwell and Widworthy parish residents. 2) safe & secure path along the A35 to get to business park / Offwell.

· Moving of 40mph sign on bottom of Hayne Lane to National speed limit to bottom of hill.  Speed cameras at top and bottom of village for average speed enforcement.  Pedestrian crossing at a safe location.  Control of flow water on A35.  Pedestrian crossing (with lights). 

· Traffic calming measures would be good.  It's very dangerous pulling out of Hayne Lane on to the A35 as the traffic is never driving at 30mph.  Speed bumps or actual speed cameras ?

· Road Safety - crossings installed in order for villages to cross safely.  Improved pavements.  Traffic managements.  Air quality within the village must be improved.

· A speed camera would help towards safety when trying to cross the road especially coming out of our drive in the car.  Lack of pavements, no crossing points, v poor access for pedestrians and cyclists into smaller roads eg w to business park.  

· Zebra crossing at Home Farm / near bus stops

Second most important were the “Other Roads”

The Other Roads were ranked the highest priority in 20% of the responders and 2nd in a further 28%.

Of the ‘Other suggestions’ many had comments relating the traffic / A35. These are listed below.  7 comments related to the other roads.

· local farmers to try and clear the roads/lanes after coming from fields and land

· main concern - potholes in country lanes

· v poor access for pedestrians and cyclists into smaller roads eg w to business park.

· regular maintenance of all sideroads, footpaths and A35.

The Infrastructure was ranked the highest priority in 8% of the responders and 2nd in a further 30%.
· No/inadequate parking in village.  Failure of the White Hart is a great pity.

· Regular bus service very important.

Housing was ranked the highest priority in 6% of the responders and 2nd in a further 12%.
No ‘Other’ comments related to Housing.

Hi Viz clothing was ranked the highest priority in 2% of the responders and 2nd in a further 4%.
