


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 2nd December 2025 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr A Hopkins, Cllr S Pennell, Cllr G Paton, Cllr H Rogers, T Grimes (Clerk) and 1 member of the public

1. To consider any apologies for absence
GP gave apologies for having to leave early.
DCllr SM gave apologies, being unwell.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages and expenses. 

3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 4th November 2025 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
A member of the public asked if there was any news on the scaffolding at the cross roads corner. LH explained that she had spoken to the owners who were concerned that it was taking so long, but the listing on the wall was causing problems. The clerk was asked to contact Savills again. 
GH had received two complaints about the potholes on Main Street. MM suggested that the My Notts app be promoted on the WhatsApp group to ensure they were reported by as many people as possible.  

5. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
There was nothing to report. 

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
The clerk reported that DCllr SM had sent an email update explaining that NSDC had spent over £6000 obtaining external drone footage and had therefore decided to obtain a drone and train staff to use it to monitor illegal encampment activity, planning issues of non-compliance and major issues such as flooding.
DCllr SM also noted that the planning application for the Great Northern had been withdrawn due to the inability to overcome objections raised by Notts Highways concerning access visibility so close to the level crossing.

7. To receive feedback from meetings/training attended
a. Safer Neighbourhood Group
There has not been a meeting since 30th October but MM reported having received information about a burglary in Bell Lane and the clerk reported having been informed of a number of farms being targeted, six caravans having been taken from Sutton on Trent and theft of a vehicle, mowers and quad bikes from a Carlton property. It is believed to be a Little Carlton burglary because the owners and neighbours of the same named property in Carlton on Trent were unaware of any incident. 

8. To consider matters related to flooding 
MM reported that there had been a new flood policy provided by Notts CC but it made no mention of trigger points for pluvial (surface water) flooding, but having enquired further, MM was assured that the triggers are the same as those for fluvial (river) flooding.

9. To report on any ongoing issues from Pears’ lorries
There was nothing to report.

10. To report on any ongoing issues at One Acre 
GP reported that there had been a fire about a month ago but he had been unable to report the matter at the time. Questions were raised as to whether the police, NSDC antisocial behaviour team or the environment agency had taken any action. The clerk had not been informed of any action, but given the reduction in the number of fires it was possible someone had spoken to the owner, although it could just be a change in weather conditions that has reduced the number of fires.

11. To consider matters relating to the Great North Road Solar Farm
a. Joint Parishes Action Group 
LH reported that the next meeting would be 5th January 2026.
LH then reported having attended all the November meetings at Newark Showground, accompanied  by AH and MM for some. Most councillors had watched the meetings online. It was clear that the planning inspectorate were pressing for 5 months rather than 6 months for the examination completion. The clerk reported having received the examination timetable and that the final closure date is 28th April, ie 5 months. There was some discussion regarding points raised, in particular:
· the planning consultant making the point that this was a major development – 40 years lifetime is not considered temporary for other applications with the same lifespan such as a power station
· the sheer scale of the project 
· the many comments from residents each with very valid points and impassioned arguments
· the input by the planning consultant representing all the parishes and pointing out some fundamental errors in the actions of Elements Green
· the statements from the Norwell action group finding fault with Elements Green’s study methods and data
· the many comments including LHs input on flooding
LH reported having been able to speak to various parties after the meeting and noted that the applicant’s representative had suggested meeting to discuss flooding in Carlton. It was agreed that there was nothing to lose in agreeing to meet and GH, SP, MM and the clerk all offered to accompany LH. 
LH has now produced a written statement of what she raised at the meeting, a copy being circulated to councillors. It was felt that flooding was well documented but that there needed to be more information on the scale of the development and the cumulative impact, biodiversity net gain (BNG) and the impact on soil quality plus any errors that question the applicant’s data. LH was looking for support in expanding these points. MM offered to expand the cumulative impact and scale. SP offered to look at BNG if someone pointed him in the right direction and LH agreed to complete the soil degradation section.
It was suggested that a further reminder to residents about submitting additional comments be circulated on Whatapp closer to the 10th December deadline. 

GP left the meeting.

12. To consider updating the contact details on the website
Having just updated the councillor page of the website to include the new councillors, the clerk informed councillors that all now had their new gov.uk email addresses listed and asked if any other details needed changing. It was suggested that a comment be added to say that there is a village Whatsapp group and anyone wanting to join should contact a councillor to be added.

13. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
The chair asked if everyone agreed with the figures and then signed the documents.
b. To consider the draft budget
Councillors considered the draft figures and suggested the website costs should show a 4% increase, there should be no need for any solar expenses, the programme of dog bin emptying would not change so the cost should not change by much and it was acknowledged that the defib would need pads and battery so GH offered to look for funding to cover this. There was then some discussion as to whether any funds should be added to reserves to reach the suggested level but there was o agreement reached.
The clerk once again mentioned pay rated; having been made aware of other councils advertising at much higher rates and the 2026 increase in minimum wage to £12.71 she felt the level of pay had been eroded over her 12 years at the council. It was noted that employer NIC was a consideration and would impact at £18/hr on the present contracted hours.
It was agreed that councillors would give the budget more thought and the figures would be finalised next month when the District Council have released the formulae to calculate impact on council tax.

c. To complete the paperwork for adding a 4th signatory to the bank account
The relevant forms were signed and the necessary proof of ID was collected for submission. 
d. To note the monthly direct debit of £20.99 for the email services from Hugofox
This was noted.
e. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages TBC
The clerk submitted a timesheet for 20 hrs 16 mins. The additional hours were spent on the budget and have been taken from those amassed to date for the year end, meaning pay was the regular contracted amount.
ii. Clerk’s Expenses to Nov - £4.58
The clerk reported quarterly printing expenses.

RESOLVED: To make the above payments.
(proposed LH, seconded GH, carried unanimously, MM did not vote)


14. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
The clerk reported an announcement from NALC to say that Parish Councils would not be subject to referendum principles for precept increases over the next three years, provided increases are minimised.
The clerk also reported having cleared bags of magazines and then DVDs from the telephone kiosk and asked councillors whether they wished to consider a change of use because the books did not seem to be taken and it was becoming a dumping ground. 

15. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be on 6th January 2027 at 7.30pm

The meeting closed at 21.32.
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