North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 17th June 2026 at 7.00pm

Present: Councillor Rawling (Vice Chair)
Councillors: Duell, Jordan, Loftus, Mears, Spencer and Wright

In attendance:  I Humphries         - Clerk
                         Cllr Partington     - Newcastle City Council

	16.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from councillors Henning and Linfoot.


	17.
	Issues raised by members of the public
An issue relating to grass cutting on Hilton Green was raised. Councillors Loftus and Spencer undertook to deal with this.


	18.
	Ward Councillors update
Members were advised of the following – 
· The skirts at the base of trees on the GNR had been cut back. The City Council were asked to look at again.
· 30mph roundals on GNR had not yet been provided. The Police had been asked to monitor speeds.
· With regard to 20mph on Netherwitten and Walkworth Woods, the criteria for extra signs for these limits had been requested.
· The roads and pavements along the Q3 route had been surveyed and the results would be shared with the Parish Council in due course. A major resurfacing was expected later in the year.
· It was suggested that the weight of bus vehicles may be reduced. As bus services was to be franchised in 2027, there would be more control over routes and services.
· Members were advised of Bohemians wanting signs to identify their location.
· With regard to wildlife signage, various permissions were needed. It was noted that Castle Ward had signs warning of Deer on Brunton Lane, Great Park Parkway and Rosden Way. It was also noted that the petition mentioned at the previous meeting needed to demonstrate the addresses of petitioners were local.
· The traffic lights on the A1 slip road were being dealt with.
· The City Council were to produce a new draft Parish Charter for discussion.
· The problem of rats on Melton Park had been raised in the Ward Newsletter.
· Grass cutting was programmed for eight cuts during the season but that did not include strimming and edging.



	19.
	Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meetings held on 20th May 2026 were confirmed as a correct record.


	20.
	Matters Arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
There were no matters arising, not otherwise on the agenda for this meeting.


	21.
	Member Portfolios
The following updates were reported and discussed –

· Councillor Spencer undertook to be responsible for Planning Matters following the resignation of Councillor Agnew.

· Grounds Maintenance – Grass cutting was to be done every three weeks rather than four. Weeding around the base of trees was also to be done. The work to the tree, reported at the previous meeting, had been completed at a cost of £180.

· Highways – The responsibility for the green areas on Melbury and Walkworth Woods was questioned and Councillor Rawling undertook to seek an answer.

· Great Park – Following the success in Castle Ward of signs warning of Deer, efforts were being made to achieve the same in this area. Following adoption by the City Council, roads and pavements had not been swept, resulting in gullied being blocked. The hedgerow replacement along the A1 had not been done since 2023.

· Brunton Park – The litter bins outside the shops were overflowing and needed emptying more frequently.

· Melton Park – Grass cutting on three week programme would improve the area. Cutting around signs was needed. When cutting shoots around the base of trees on GNR, they needed painting to prevent further growth. Councillor Jordan undertook to survey the pavements.

· Special Projects / HMOs – The Newsletter was not out yet. The invoice had been paid.


	22.
	Planning Matters
2024/0364/02/RVC - West Lodge, High Gosforth Park: Removal of
                                  Conditions                                                                       No Objection

2026/0874/01/HOU – 36 Netherwitton Way: Erection of Conservatory 
                                   to rear                                                                              No Objection

2026/0886/01/LDC – 33 Newlands Avenue: LDC for proposed single 
                                   Storey extension to rear                                                 No Objection

2026/0886/01/HOU – 21 Whitebridge Close: erection of two storey 
                                   extension and single storey extension to rear                No Objection

2025/1457/03/NMA – 37 The Fairway: non-material amendment                     No Objection

2026/0853/01/HOU – 9 Princes Road: erection of porch with flat roof 
                                   to front.                                                                            No Objection


	23.
	Financial Matters
Members approved the following –

(a) The Annual Governance Statement for the year ending 31 March 
            2026    
(b)  the Certification of Exemption 2025-26      
(c) The end of year accounts 2025/2026 were approved


	24.
	Police Matters
There was nothing to report.


	25.
	Items raised by Members
· It was noted that a resident had painted the seat at the bus stop/play area. Members recorded their thanks for a good job.
· Bins being left out on the street was a hazard.
· A tree branch on Brunton Lane was hitting passing buses and needed cut back.
· There was a missing “No U Turn” sign on south bound B138.
· The bushes on the corners of Chapel Close had been removed.
· Signs asking dog owners to stop their dogs defacing the planters on Melton Park were to be purchased and installed.
· The Tree survey was to be undertaken again in 2027.
· It was suggested that a diclaimer be adopted for all emails.
· 

	
	
Date of next meeting
Wednesday 15th July 2026 at 7.00pm




