GRANTLEY, SAWLEY, SKELDING & EAVESTONE PARISH COUNCIL
INCLUDING THE VILLAGE OF RISPLITH
Clerk: Martyn Miller
Sutthills, Gate Bridge Road, Galphay, Ripon, North Yorkshire., HG4 3NT
	Email: grantleyandsawleypc@yahoo.co.uk	
Telephone: 07729696302
www.grantleyandsawleyparishcouncil.org.uk

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 15th January 2026 at 7:30pm Sawley Village Hall
(2025-26 – 114) Present were Cllr. John Lennon (Chair), Cllr. Mark Smeeden (Vice-Chair), Cllr. Jim Wigginton, Cllr. Anthea Walsh, Cllr. Jacky Staniforth and Cllr. Simon Learoyd. NYC Cllr. Felicity Cunliffe-Lister attended for item 5b NYC Report.
(2025-26 – 115) Also present were Martyn Miller, Clerk.
(2025-26 – 116) No Apologies were received. 
(2025-26 – 117) A Declaration of Interest was received from Cllr. Walsh in respect of item 10.3 Planning application 25/04086/FUL , no dispensations were required.
(2025-26 – 118) It was Resolved that the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 20th November 2025 were agreed and considered to be a true record and duly signed by the Chair.
Reports:
(2025-26 – 119) NYC report - Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister provided a verbal résumé of a written report which will be circulated with the minutes. NYC Highways matters were discussed and it was Resolved for 3 Highways priorities to be taken forward by Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister; Sawley flooding, Horsley Gates farm drainage and Grantley and Sawley speed reduction programmes.
Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister also requested feedback and comments on proposals for revised bus routes within the area.

(2025-26 – 120) Clerk’s report - The Clerk had circulated a written report covering: Picking Gill new lease agreement; Sawley Parish Room Fund bank & building society accounts; ICO application; updating the website; Sawley flooding. 
Consideration was given to the following correspondence:
(2025-26 – 121) Email from Medley Ripon requesting advertising space – It was considered that it would not be appropriate for the Parish Council to provide advertising space. It was Resolved for the Clerk to respond advising of this and with an offer for an article to be placed on local social media accounts. 
(2025-26 – 122) Information from YLCA re assertion 10 – It was Resolved for the Parish Council to obtain the minimum requirement of a .gov domain name and one email address for the Clerk’s use.
(2025-26 – 123) Letter from NNL Grassland Conservation Officer – It was Resolved to invite the GCO to the May meeting.
(2025-26 – 124) Email from electoral office giving authority to co-opt to councillor vacancy – It was Resolved to proceed with the co-option process and advertise the vacancy until 23rd January 2026 when anyone expressing an interest can be considered at the meeting on 5th March 2026.
(2025-26 – 125) Cutting of roadside ‘visibility splays’ – information from NYC (HAM) – It was Resolved to continue with NYC cutting the visibility splays for 2026/27.
(2025-26 – 126) Request from Nidderdale Plus to complete a survey – vision for the future of Nidderdale – This item was Noted.

Ongoing Issues:
(2025-26 – 127) Commuted sums – It was Resolved that Cllr. Lennon would contact NYC again to request merger of the smaller funds available to assist with potential projects.

(2025-26 – 128) Sawley Parish Room Fund: 
· Account signatories to complete I.D. information – It was Resolved for the signatories to complete the necessary forms and return to the Clerk for submission.
· Agenda and meeting dates – It was Resolved for a meeting of the fund to take place prior to the next Parish Council meeting on 5th March 2026.
· PRF contract of employment for clerk – It was Resolved to discuss the possible adaptation of the Councils contract of employment at the next meeting. 
(2025-26 – 129) Report on updating the website – Councillors were pleased with the good progress made and quality of the contibutions, with a small number of outstanding items requiring further work prior to uploading. It was Resolved to monitor progress. 
 
(2025-26 – 130) VAS progress – Cllr. Lennon advised that the contract for NYC to organise installation of the VAS posts had been signed and returned. It was Resolved to monitor progress.

(2025-26 – 131) Playground inspections and equipment repair – Cllr. Walsh advised that two further quotations for maintenance work are awaited. It was Resolved to circulate the quotations once received.

Financial matters:
(2025-26 – 132) Accounts for approval – the following accounts were Approved for payment:
	Yorkshire Accountants 
	Additional payroll
	
	16.11.2025
	
	£60.00

	Yorkshire Accountants 
	Payroll
	
	28.11.2025
	
	£144.00

	Farm & Land Services
	Tree works
	
	28.11.2025
	
	£804.00

	HMRC
	PAYE/NIC
	
	28.11.2025
	
	£282.22

	M J Miller
	Clerks salary (Nov)
	
	28.11.2025
	
	£391.64

	M J Miller
	Clerks salary (Dec)
	
	29.12.2025
	
	£446.39

	HMRC
	PAYE/NIC
	
	29.12.2025
	
	£125.52

	
	
	
	
	
	£2,253.77



(2025-26 – 133) The bank reconciliation report for the period to 15th January 2026 was Resolved to be correct. Current bank balances agreed at: 
HSBC a/c 716    £6310.24
HSBC a/c 208   £6,783.40
                              £13,093.64
(2025-26 - 134) Picking Gill lease - It was Resolved to approve the new improved lease terms for Picking Gill/Sawley Quarry.
 
(2025-26 – 135) The budget for 2026/27 was Approved.

(2025-26 – 136) Internal Audit Recommendations 2024/25 – the Clerk informed the meeting of progress made on the list of  recommendations and reported that most will be completed prior to the internal audit.

Planning Consultations: 
(2025-26 – 137) APPLICATION NO: PP-14477092 25/04007/FUL
PROPOSAL: Increase the daily and monthly flights from the established helipad
(Appeal Ref: APP/E2734/C/22/3309379) to 8 days per calendar month
and visits to site per day to maximum of 4 arrival/departure movements.
LOCATION: East Lodge Grantley Hall Stephenson Bridge To Grantley Hall and West Lodge Grantley North Yorkshire HG4 3ES
B. The Parish Council objects on the planning grounds set out below:
The Parish Council is objecting to the current proposals on the grounds of additional excessive noise and disturbance and additional harm to the National Landscapes environment and wildlife. 
However, an alternative proposal replacing this with a temporary time limited trial period (12 – 24 months) to allow real time monitoring of the effects of additional flights would be looked on favourably. The Parish Council would also request to have the reinstatement and publishing of flight monitoring data for the length of the trial period.

(2025-26 – 138) PROPOSAL: Listed Building Consent for the removal of internal walls to enable use of
stores as additional living accommodation and changing external door to
part glazed door.
LOCATION: Ruffe House Sawley North Yorkshire HG4 3EA
A. The Parish Council has no objections.
(2025-26 – 139) APPLICATION NO: 25/04086/FUL
PROPOSAL: Two storey extension to the existing cottage and full internal
refurbishment. Installation of solar panels to roof and replacement of
existing windows.
LOCATION: The Cottage Grantley Village Grantley North Yorkshire HG4 3PJ
It was Resolved to submit option ‘D’ the Parish Council supports the application with a comment that the windows to the front elevation be replaced like for like in timber.
(2025-26 – 140) Policy review – It was resolved to approve the following policies:
· Annual Leave
· Bullying & Harassment
· Business Continuity Plan
· Code of Conduct
· Code of Conduct (Social Media)
· Complaints
· Co-option
· Disciplinary Policy
· Equal Opportunities
· Financial Regulations
· Financial Risk Assessment
· GDPR
· General Privacy Notice
· Pension Policy
· Privacy Notice (staff)
· Publication Scheme
· Recording Policy
· Record Management
· Reserves Policy
· Risk Assessment
· Standing Orders
· Training & Development
· Website Accessibilty

(2025-26 – 141) Closed Session (held in private due to the confidential nature)
The Parish Council discussed an ongoing dispute issue in relation to a previous employee. It was Resolved to formally contact the person if a response had not been received by the end of January 2026.
(2025-26 – 142) Items for future agendas –
Litter picking volunteers – necessary requirements – Cllr. Smeeden

(2025-26 – 143) Date and time of next meeting – 7:00p.m. 5th March 2026 at Grantley Village Hall, it was Resolved that this meeting will be preceded by a meeting of Sawley Parish Room Fund and followed by the annual village meetings for Grantley, Eavestone and Skelding.
Councillors were asked to note the early start to accommodate the additional meetings.

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Clerk to the Parish Council, Martyn Miller.
Signed as a true record by Cllr.        


……….……………………………………………………………………….
Date: 5th March 2026
At the Regular Meeting of the Grantley & Sawley Parish Council held on 5th March 2026 it was resolved by unanimous vote to approve these Minutes, copies of which had been previously circulated to Members, as a true and correct record. These Minutes were then signed by the Chairman accordingly.
The signed Minutes are held in the Parish Council minute book at the Clerk’s address, below, and can be viewed by prior appointment.
Clerk: Martyn Miller, Sutthills, Gate Bridge Road, Galphay, HG4 3NT.  Tel: 07729696302
