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FILE NOTE REFERENCE  : EAST MEON PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 11 NOVEMBER 2013 AT 1700 IN THE CHURCH HALL
Purpose of Meeting: 
To allow further deliberation of the Application Number SDNP/13/04878/FUL The Forge
Present: 
Councillors Alan Redpath (Chairman), Philippa Tyrwhitt-Drake (Vice), Brian Biggs (Planning Chairman), George Atkinson, Annie Bone, Chris Pamplin, Anella Parker-Martin, Chris Warren.
Sarah Cowlrick (Clerk)
Members of the Public: Mr & Mrs Richard Bartlett, Mr George Bartlett, Mr & Mrs Frank Moffat, Mrs Jane Atkinson.
Apologies: Councillor Joe Selby (absentee email vote accepted)
Introduction:   AR welcomed those present and advised that given the short response window the timing of the meeting had been set to facilitate full councillor attendance and those who wished to speak.
AR advised of the following letter which had been sent by the Parish Council to Mr Slaney last week reference the application;
 “Given the history of this application, including a request for a judicial review and the level of concerns in the village, the parish council considers it important that confidence in the planning system be maintained by it also having the wider scrutiny of the SDNP. Therefore we are requesting that the EHDC case planning officer’s report, and all pertinent information, is reviewed by the SDNP’s planning link officer, prior to it being passed to EHDC’s planning committee for decision”

As well as being familiar with the details of the application which had prior circulation. all councillors had access to, and had also been asked to consider some 75  responses from the public to EHDC. 
BB provided a further overview of the application and it’s history – and highlighted the pertinent issues which had to be considered for a cogent response.  

Mr George Bartlett was invited to speak:

He advised that an East Meon Forge and Cricket Protection Association had been formed to protect the Forge and the playing of cricket on the ground.  He noted that there were now some 112 members of it. He also advised that this Association has the power to take legal proceedings.  It has sought Judicial Review of EHDC’S grant of permission, and EHDC are consenting to judgement, accepting that their decision was unlawful.  It would also have the power to purchase property if the need arose. 

Mr Bartlett advised that the Association and its members had three main objections to the application:

1. The Building itself and in their opinion the failure to preserve the character of The Forge It would also be a gross overdevelopment.
2. Workshop Use: Adding a residential floor would make it inevitable that the workshop use would eventually be lost because of lack of demand for a workshop with a flat above.   The Association may seek registration of the Forge as an asset under the Localism Act. 
3. East Meon Cricket Club:  Concern regarding potential conflict between residential use and Recreation and the liability issues of the Cricket Club.  It was noted that although the applicant had undertook to not sue for damage this would not be held in law for any future occupants and any legal obligations could not be transferred to future owners.

Mr Bartlett finally asked that the Parish Council adds its weight to the argument and thanked the PC for the opportunity to speak.

Mr Richard Bartlett was then given the opportunity to speak and endorsed all that Mr George Bartlett had said but wished to add his concern regarding in his opinion the untenable workshop and its lack of suitability as a place of work for apprentices.  He also questioned the need for accommodation.  Discussion ensued on this matter and the Health & Safety issues and also the height of the ceiling in the workshop.

Mr George Bartlett was asked to outline the reasons for the Judicial Review enquiry:

1. The failure of EHDC to take regard to material consideration regard the frequency of use and nature of the Cricket Club.
2. The failure of SDNP to properly understand and apply policies HE2, HE5 and HE6 on planning grounds which deal with the alterations of a building in a conservation area to preserve such. 
3. Imposed at applicants request condition limiting use of East Meon Carpentry  The grant of a personal planning permission was contrary to national planning guidance.
4. Collectively the failure of the Council to take into account the objections raised.
5. No explanation of differing view of conservation officer reports.


The members of the public left at this point.

Each Councillor then had the opportunity to comment.

It was noted that although there had been 75 objections and 125 members of the Preservation Association this also had to be weighed alongside the 1200 residents and 550+ households in the village.

Councillors understood their duty to act as elected Councillors and vote according to ether considered opinion of this application.

It was noted that although the Parish Council opinions are taken into account, the final decision by EHDC will be made on Planning Policy and Law, therefore the parish council’s response had to be both relevant and credible



Councillors were asked to cast their vote, via the parish clerk, on a voting slip as follows:
1. No objections to the building. As trustees of the cricket ground the Parish Council believes that the proposed development should not impact or threaten the Cricket Club’s existing modus operandi. Therefore if the application is approved we would like a condition requiring shutters on the relevant windows. Also endorsement of an ‘informative note’, by EHDC, with regard to an agreement between the EM CC and the applicant re liabilities for damage and other associated actions.
1. There is evenly divided opinion within the Parish Council on the scale and design of the proposed building. As trustees of the cricket ground the Parish Council believes that the proposed development should not impact or threaten the Cricket Club’s existing modus operandi. Therefore if the application is approved we would like a condition requiring shutters on the relevant windows. Also endorsement of an ‘informative note’, by EHDC, with regard to an agreement between the EM CC and the applicant re liabilities for damage and other associated actions.
1. The Parish Council objects to the scale and design of the proposed building, as well as considering it inappropriate for this small site. We believe the proposed development in so close a proximity to the cricket field could threaten the future of the EM Cricket Club.
The Parish Clerk counted the votes and announced the result as follows:
No Objection – 4, Abstain – 1, Objection - 4 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Given that the vote reflected evenly different opinions within the Parish Council, the chair declined to exercise a casting vote but instead proposed a response to EHDC which would reflect both the continued concerns of the cricket club and also referencing seven planning policies which would be contrary to planning approval for the building -  and requesting  EHDC to review carefully all the planning policies and comments as above. PTD & BB would draft this response for approval and this was unanimously accepted.
All Councillors agreed that a full, transparent and fair process had been applied and were unanimous with the decision concluded.   The meeting closed at 18.40 hrs
The final submission to EHDC was as follows: 
There is concern that relevant planning policies were not fully addressed in the previous application (SDNP/13/03007/FUL). Therefore the Parish Council asks that officers give full consideration to the following policies in relation to this application: HE1, HE2, HE5, HE6, HE13, GS1 and GS2.  
As Trustees of the cricket ground the Parish Council believes that the proposed development should not impact or threaten the Cricket Club’s existing modus operandi. Therefore if the application is approved we would like a condition requiring shutters on the relevant windows.  We would also like the endorsement of an ‘informative note’, by EHDC/SDNP, with regard to an agreement between the East Meon Cricket Club and the applicant regarding liabilities for damage and other associated actions.
Ends
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