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Oulton Parish Council response to the Sheringham & Dudgeon Extension project 2020
Oulton Parish Council (OPC) note the change in the search area for the proposed cable route as shown on current maps as part of Equinor’s consultation process.
Equinor must be aware that Oulton, Cawston, Heydon and Salle areas are already going to be impacted by Hornsea Three, Norfolk Vanguard and Boreas over a period of 8-10 years. The residents of these areas dread the prospect of further disruption from yet another offshore wind farm impacting onshore.
There has been a commitment by the government this year to review how offshore wind is connected to the grid, as well as the offshore industry itself stating that the current system of point to point grid connections in the UK is no longer fit for purpose. This system was only appropriate during the early years when the wind farms were small scale and close to shore. There is plenty of evidence that a more coordinated (meshed) system to join offshore wind is about to be implemented in Europe with several schemes progressing (the North Sea Wind Power Hub being one such scheme) with other ‘Energy Islands’ also being planned in other parts of Europe. The offshore wind industry as well as the oil and gas sector are repurposing infrastructure, and are treating the integration of offshore projects seriously.
OPC therefore would urge Equinor to consider a better way to connect to the grid than the proposed point to point system onshore. Shared infrastructure has economic benefits both for the developer and the end consumer, along with huge reductions in environmental impacts onshore and even offshore. These must be major considerations for the near future.
It is OPC’s understanding that the DEP/SEP project will construct sometime in 2024, with an assumption that Equinor will bid for the CfD auction at round 5. There is therefore time to reconsider now and choose another method of connecting to the grid, by means of an offshore ring main or equivalent, which would massively reduce the impact onshore.
We assume that Equinor are fully aware that on July 15th this year the Energy Minister announced the launch of the Offshore Transmission Network Review (OTNR) which states in the preamble to its terms of reference:
“…in the context of increasingly ambitious targets for offshore wind, constructing individual point to point connections for each offshore wind farm may not provide the most efficient approach and could become a major barrier to delivery, given the considerable environmental and local impacts, particularly from the associated onshore infrastructure required to connect to the national transmission network."
With such a government and industry sector review now in process, it would seem irrational of Equinor to persist in trying to develop a project with an out-dated and inefficient method of connection to the grid.
We therefore encourage Equinor to make, as a matter of urgency, a significant contribution to this OTN Review and to request strongly of the government that the DEP/SEP project be included in the new integrated offshore transmission networks under discussion.
Oulton PC cannot stress too highly to Equinor the depth, strength and momentum of opposition to the current method of grid connection being contemplated in the DEP/SEP proposal. This opposition has developed over recent years in communities up and down the cable corridors for both Orsted’s and Vattenfall’s projects, and this 4th project is just the final straw. As people all over Norfolk are now realising, the whole north of the county is going to be devastated for the next 8-10 years by construction impacts if these projects go ahead in their present onshore configuration.
Oulton residents do not object to the use of offshore wind to help the UK achieve its net zero targets - quite the opposite - but we would like to see this major transition being carried out properly in a planned and integrated way. We most certainly DO object to being severely impacted unnecessarily in this process - and inland onshore grid connections are unnecessary.
As the current proposals stand, however, OPC would like to make the following observations:
1) We note that Equinor's cable route will cross Vanguard/Boreas cables and that Vattenfall currently will not be considering this cumulative impact as part of the Norfolk Boreas examination. This is unacceptable and means that there is currently no proper assessment of the true impacts of multiple projects over a protracted number of years.
2) These so-called ‘temporary’ construction projects have resulted in Highway Intervention Schemes (HIS), one of which affects the southern end of The Street, Oulton. This will necessitate Orsted and Vattenfall agreeing to share costs in a "first to construct, last to decommission" arrangement.
OPC now question how Equinor fits into this scenario, when there is every possibility of Equinor becoming the last project to finish but potentially requiring the HIS to be in place during their construction period?
3) Cumulative traffic impacts have been a major concern for the areas impacted by the HOW3/Vanguard/Boreas projects. The number of HGVs required for each project has been influenced by HVDC/HVAC cabling decisions and sizes of cable drums, as well as siting of Construction Compounds and storage areas. Equinor have stated that their project would be using HVAC cables, as are Orsted, and we know that these cables usually are transported as AILs. Therefore the proposed AIL routes, construction compounds and storage areas are a major concern to us, as well as the numbers of HGV and staff traffic.
4) Oulton has been ‘targeted’ numerous times because, by sheer accident of geography, Oulton is centrally situated for ALL current projects as it is approximately 30km along the cable routes. The possibility of Oulton hosting yet another project's compound and storage areas, as well as a further cable route, would be completely unacceptable to this community.
5) Equinor need to be aware that local communities are now facing the very real prospect of 10 years of upheaval from the construction impacts of offshore wind farm projects onshore. This sustained upheaval will have severe adverse impacts on local environments, communities, local businesses, tourism and agriculture.
6) Equinor should also be aware that one property has been unfairly impacted by ALL of the projects so far and, with the possibility of Equinor’s cable route going through a field south of their property, it seems almost inconceivable that they should be required to tolerate yet more disruption. OPC also have been made aware recently that in the same field there has been a consultation for a 35 hectare solar farm, the screening opinion having been submitted to the local authority Broadland District Council.
7) If, by some extraordinary mischance, the DEP/SEP Project is excluded from the OTNR, then OPC would like to state now - and in the strongest possible terms - that the only cable route acceptable to this community would be an onshore cable trench shared with that of Hornsea Project Three. Whatever difficulties might stand in the way of such a collaboration would simply have to be dealt with by the developers and the government. The alternative - of asking so many communities to be dug up THREE times (twice for H3 and once more for Equinor) - is utterly unacceptable.
8) Finally, OPC would like to draw Equinor’s attention to the fact that, in response to the Secretary of State’s recent decision to approve a DCO for the Norfolk Vanguard project, a concerned Norfolk resident has filed an application for permission to proceed to a substantive Judicial Review with the Administrative Court. This is the very first of the current major offshore wind farm projects, affecting Norfolk and Suffolk, to reach its final decision point.
In conclusion, Oulton Parish Council, along with many other parish councils and communities, have worked hard over many years to put our concerns across. As part of Equinor’s consultation, this community is asking you to take a better approach to offshore construction and its impacts onshore. We all understand that offshore wind is vital to a net zero future but it cannot come at the expense of such severe onshore environmental and human consequences.

