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Chairman:	Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:	Cllr D Cliff; Cllr S Moulson, Cllr N Groom; Cllr A Edmonds
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce


ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 12th MARCH 2025 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES

1 	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent & Announcements & Public Session

The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:01pm, welcoming everyone present. Apologies were received from Cllrs Cole, Sadler and Fletcher. Unitary Cllr Aldcroft also sent his apologies. Four members of the public attended the Meeting. 
A resident requested Parish Council support in obtaining TPOs for some trees in the village. The Clerk has contacted Shropshire Council regarding this matter and the trees in question will be surveyed on the Officer’s next visit. The resident requested expediting this as she feels that the trees are in danger. 
A second resident attended on behalf of the Village Hall Committee and outlined plans for a public meeting to raise awareness that the Hall is in danger of closing. New Committee members must be found in order to keep it going.  Twelve members are needed in total.  Members of the Parish Council confirmed that they would attend the Meeting.  The Hall’s finances are healthy but more bookings are needed to ensure financial stability going forward.  Two of the four members are resigning in the next two months. The public meeting will be held on 7th April at 6pm. The Parish Council is the Custodian Trustee of the Hall. A copy of the Deeds needs to be located in order to review the constitution. 
A third resident attended to offer assistance to the Hall which was gratefully received.  The members of the public left the Meeting. 

2	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs  (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

3	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th January 2025  (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes and that they had read them. Cllr Groom proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

4	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
No matters were raised. 

5	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Cllr Aldcroft sent his apologies. 

ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
No reports were given. The next North Shropshire Area Committee meeting will be on 17th March. 


6	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward						
The pothole at the Ridgwardine Road junction has been painted around but still not repaired. 

b)	Norton in Hales Ward	
A pothole was noted in Church Walk, again painted around but not fixed. 

c)	Footpaths – to report concerns				
Nothing to report. 

d)	Road closures – to report
Resurfacing scheduled for Church Meadows. 

e)	Street lighting – to report issues				
No matters were raised for repair. 

f)	Highways matters – to raise concerns
No additional matters were raised. 

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns			
Fly tipping was reported by the fishing pools and lay-by by Tunstall Hall. To be reported on FixMyStreet. 

h)	In Bloom Group update
No update was given from the last Meeting. 

i)	School update	- Acadamisation status					
Cllr Cliff gave a report from the consultation held in February.  The School is looking to join the Three Shires Academy, which is viewed as being a good fit by the Staff.  Hopefully this will happen by the Autumn Term.  Parents raised concerns over leadership, however the Head believes that the move will be good for all Staff, giving greater training opportunities and financial support. 
			
7	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters: Election information & notices/Cllr Nomination packs; VE day; SALC/NALC bulletins; Complaint re Bearstone View; Email re trees in parish/TPOs; Local Policing Charter
A recent emailed complaint was noted. Cllr Eardley confirmed that this piece of land was not included in the development’s main planning application/permission.  
The Councillors discussed the request for TPOs for some trees, in particular a black poplar.  The Clerk was asked to request a visit from the Officer sooner rather than later, inform the Department that one poplar appears to have already been felled and the second has been heavily pruned. 
All members agreed that the Policing Charter priorities should remain the same. Clerk to advise. 




8	Playground  & Grounds maintenance
a)	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance 
The Clerk advised that she has ordered a new playground dog fouling sign. She will also soon be in possession of a stencil and chalk paint for tackling persistent problem areas. 
The Councillors discussed the monthly operational inspection report. 
The rocker spring needs repainting. Cllr Moulson to undertake. 

b)	Playground Steering Group – design update/funding sources to be considered/to acknowledge donations 
Cllr Eardley reported that he had been contacted by a member of the Sports Field Association who expressed concern over the size of the plans to purchase new equipment. He does not feel that it is necessary to cater for c40 children to be able to use the playground at the same time and that perhaps plans should be scaled back so that the finance required is more achievable.  Cllr Cliff reported that the Lottery can be applied to for grants up to £30k.  
Cllr Eardley raised the question of whether the Ash tree has Ash Die Back. The Association will need to have it inspected. 

c)	Inspections – to receive monthly operational inspection reports
As above, noted. 

9	Housekeeping
a)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
Councillors suggested that the submission should include information regarding the upcoming elections, a request for dog walkers to keep dogs on leads particularly when other walkers with dogs are approaching, and the Hall public meeting. 

b)	Defibrillator – Application for excavation permit - update
The Clerk reported that she has approached 6 Contractors from Shropshire Council’s approved list. Not one is interested in such a small job.  The Clerk will contact Streetworks/Highways to see if a route forward can be found. 
New pediatric pads were provided for the unit. Councillors discussed obtaining a separate cabinet for the bleed kit at a cost of c£350 if the Hinds Head is amenable to it being installed on the wall. Proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Moulson. All agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Strategic objectives policy
To take forward to July. 

d)	Gov.uk– to agree to purchase a Gov.uk domain name & email addresses – update
The Clerk reported that the domain name provider has confirmed that it is expecting the address to be confirmed shortly. 

e)	Staff contract – to update
To take forward and appoint a Staffing Committee in May. 

f)	Policies for adoption: Financial Regulations, Standing Orders, Risk Assessment, Code of conduct 
The Councillors confirmed that they had read all policies put forward for review and adoption. The Financial Regulations will be updated to include the current online banking methods.  All policies were proposed for approval by Cllr Cliff, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 

g)	Asset register – to approve updated register 
The Councillors reviewed the register which had been updated to include purchases made in this current financial year. Cllr Edmonds proposed it for approval, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 					

10	Jubilee Hall – to enable Councillors to discuss the future of the Hall/ holding a public meeting regarding possible closure of the Hall/ appointing a new Hall Committee
The Councillors discussed the Hall’s future, upcoming meeting and need to locate a copy of the Deed document. The Clerk confirmed that she has contacted the Solicitor last known to hold a copy.  To date one has not been located. The Hall Committee has not located a copy. 

11	Finance
a)  	Invoices/Payments & Receipts – to acknowledge and approve
Cllr Moulson proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Edmonds, all agreed. Resolved. 

b) 	Bank reconciliations, cash books, statements – to acknowledge and approve 
The Councillors confirmed receipt of updated accounting reports, reconciliations and statements.  Cllr Edmonds proposed the reconciliation for approval as accurate, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation. 

c)	Staff standing order amendment 
Cllr Cliff proposed that the Clerk’s standing order be amended in line with the salary award increase, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 

e)	Confirmation of VAT reclaim
The Clerk confirmed that a VAT reclaim has been submitted, and since received, for £1652.00. 
The Clerk ran through an insurance policy renewal questionnaire with Councillors so that a new quote can be obtained. 
The Councillors reviewed an annual grant request from the Bradlingstone for £300. Cllr Eardley proposed approving the grant, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 

	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/02/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£431.83
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/03/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£431.83
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	06/03/25
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£35.00
	1874
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	15/02/25
	K Bedford
	Training
	£20.00
	1871
	LGA 1972 s111

	15/03/25
	Employee
	Salary adj payment Feb £15.31 + expenses 
	£tbc
	1872
	LGA 1972 s112/111

	05/02/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website 
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	05/03/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website 
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	04/02/25
	British Gas
	Energy Supply
	£117.97
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	07/03/25
	Numbers Plus
	Defib callout service
	£118.80
	1873
	PHA 1936 s234

	04/03/25
	British Gas
	Energy Supply
	£76.02
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	11/02/25
	BT
	Hall Broadband
	£35.94
	DD
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	27/02/25
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£ 183.94
	Dd
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	10/03/25
	RParry Playgrounds
	Inspection
	£42.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	31/01/25
	Bank
	Bank Interest
	£73.33
	
	

	28/02/25
	Bank
	Bank Interest
	£60.52
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


11	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 
i)	Applications: 
25/00433/FUL  (validated: 06/02/2025)
Address:  14 Bearstone View, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4FE
Proposal:  Garage conversion into Bedroom/en-suite
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SR851RTDFM700
No objections were raised. 

ii)	Decisions:  
None received at time of agenda publication

12	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 
An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion
The change of date for the May meeting was noted. It will be held on Tuesday 13th May. The Annual Parish Meeting will commence on the same evening at 7pm. 
Cllr Moulson asked if a photograph of the Queen could be obtained for the Hall. To take forward. 

13	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a)	To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.
No matters were raised. 

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:45pm. 

Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: Tuesday 13th May 2025
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