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GUNTHORPE PARISH MEETING
Minutes of the Parish Meeting Held on 
Wednesday 27th May 2026 at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Tony Everington (Chair), Lesley Jeffery (Vice Chair), Ray George, Nick Hill, Dona Kent, Lyn Palmer
In Attendance: Paul Jeffery (Minute Taker), Cllr Jackson, other members of the public.

Apologies: Cllr Chris Cope, Naomi Cope (Clerk), Anthony Milward.

	Welcome from the Chairman: 
The chair, Cllr Everington opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. He informed the meeting that 
Traffic control on the A6097 and Main Street remained a high priority and Highways were conducting a feasibility study; 
Road resurfacing was soon to be done on the whole of Main Street: 
People present raised the issue of flooding on Main Street near to Hobson’s Acre and asked whether predicted remedial work would be done prior to the resurfacing work. The meeting was advised that both Highways and Severn Trent were aware and would, as the Council understood it, take matters into consideration.


	100-Year Bridge Celebration
The meeting was advised that in November 2027 Gunthorpe Bridge would be 100 years old and they were asked if they would support a form of celebration. This support was voiced by the meeting and the idea of forming a working group of volunteers be set up, perhaps meeting early evenings, to plan the project. It was also suggested that the school be contacted to involve the children. 

	Discussion of Marston’s Land at Gunthorpe Riverside 
The meeting was informed that the Parish Council have for several years been concerned about the condition of The Green, the land at the river front from the Unicorn car park to the Toll House, Bridge and Bay leaf. The land is owned by Marstons’, and they have failed to maintain it in good condition. Particularly in relation to overgrowth near to the riverbank. The Parish Council have explored whether the land could be bought from Marstons’ and had had the land valued at £5-£5.5 thousand pounds. Initial enquiries with Marstons’ suggested that they would not even start talking for less than £50 thousand. The council viewed this as excessive. There was a lengthy discussion with several points made.

These centred around four possible options.
1. Approach Marstons’ and offer to maintain the land at no cost
2. Enquire whether Marstons’ would be willing to rent out the land at a peppercorn rate and then maintain the land
3. Take consistent and long-term action to encourage Marstons’ to honour their legal, moral and commercial responsibilities to maintain the land.
4. Continue to negotiate a purchase of the land at a cost acceptable to the parish.
It was noted that, the Canal and Riverside trust also have responsibilities for land adjacent to the riverbank and they should also be subject to similar requests for maintenance.

Residents on Trentside were reported to be in favour of Village ownership of the land;

In the immediate future the PC would be sending a formal letter to Marstons’ requesting that maintenance be carried out.

This matter will continue to be an ongoing consideration of the PC.



	Village Hall and Play Park: 
Paul Jeffery representing the Village Hall outlined the on-going work of the Village Hall Committee in providing activities such as Friday Club, Short Mat Bowls and a Social Group, as well as their involvement in running events to help raise funds such as Bonfire Night, Christmas Santa, Halloween and one-off lunches, concerts and dances. All these fundraisers supported by provision of food and drinks. The other activities related to booking out the hall for classes, private parties, and concerts. There was a tremendous amount of work being done just to run the hall and maintain it. Administration, catering, bar work, safety inspections and repair work all done by volunteers.  The Village Hall would be grateful for any help. 

	Update from local nature reserve: 
Cam Pearson gave an illustrated presentation of the history and activities associated with nature reserve from its beginning up to it receiving status as a registered nature reserve.

There was some concern voiced about the lack of access to the nature reserve for people with mobility issues.  

	Open Forum for questions, comments etc: 
The hedge along Lowdham Road from the car sales turning onto Main Street was mentioned as a problem. It is overgrown and as a result has reduced the available path dramatically. There is a risk to both pedestrians and cyclists who could be injured on the thorns it has, and the overgrowth is a viewing restriction to drivers of vehicles at the junction.

Several people raised concerns about a planning application made by the Reddington Pub Company to build two padel courts, associated car parking and a retrospective planning submission relating to a miniature railway. This was at the Anchor Inn site and to the rear of Tom Browns.

There were concerns raised about existing problems with inconsiderate parking of vehicles along Main Street caused by customers to the site. Parking of delivery vehicles blocking the road particularly to busses, school busses etc. Other vehicles turning round using private drives to reverse into to avoid the blockages.

These vehicles had restricted footpaths leading to access problems for mobility scooters and pushchairs.

Noise from music being played in the new covered area between the pub building and outer detached wedding venue

The consensus was that any additional development would serve to aggravate problems further.

People also pointed out that the development was planned for land that is agricultural and within the green belt.

The PC had yet to discuss the planning application as it was on the Agenda for the next Parish Council Meeting to follow the Parish meeting. The comments raised were noted.
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