
Up Hatherley Parish Council: Minutes of the  
Parish Council Meeting 

 

1 www.uphatherleyparish.gov.uk  3 March 2026 

Venue:   Village Hall, Cold Pool Lane  
Date:  Tuesday, 6th January 2026 at 7.30 pm. 
Present: 

Name Organisation Role  Name Organisation Role 

S. Bamford UHPC Chair  S. Gutteridge UHPC Councillor 

P. Worsley UHPC Vice-Chair  A. Duignan UHPC Councillor 

N. Holden UHPC Councillor  A. Goldsby UHPC Councillor 

M. Ede UHPC Councillor  A. Bamford UHPC Councillor 

R. Whyborn  UHPC Councillor  Y. Doane UHPC Councillor 

A. Houlton UHPC Councillor     

J. Sankey UHPC Councillor  K. Oakey UHPC Clerk 

D. Willcox UHPC Councillor  4 Parishioners for agenda item 4.2.iii 

 
Apologies: 

Name Organisation Role 

A. Ponting UHPC Councillor 

J. Furley UHPC Councillor 

 

No. Item / Detail Action 

1.  Welcome  
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and noted the apologies.  She introduced 
Wendy Buffrey to those present, as Wendy had been one of the victims of the Post 
Office debacle.  The Parish had always maintained a firm supporter of Wendy and she 
thanked everyone and gave a brief summary of the position.  All wished her well.  
 
As there were parishioners present the Chair altered the running of the meeting and 
took item 4.2.iii from the agenda first.  This concerns the proposed response to the 
SLP. 
 

 

Item 
4.2.iii 

Proposed response to the SLP 
The working group had met, which had included representatives from Hashtag.  
Despite Chargrove being removed from the JCS it has been put back in under the latest 
SLP.   
 
Under phase 1 of the SLP, although there was a map included, we were specifically 
told not to comment on individual sites.  However for this phase 2 we can, and with 
the increased housing targets for the district and borough areas sites previously 
removed from the JCS are back in.  A proposed response has been circulated following 
the working group meeting and the Chair opened the meeting to gain the views from 
parishioners and members present. 
 
A parishioner present asked what the point of the greenbelt and TPO’s were if this 
could be overruled by these plans.  It was confirmed that government are pushing for 
green status to be removed due to the housing pressures. 
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A parishioners noted that the online site is very difficult to navigate, and asked if our 
submitted comments are actually read and by whom.  The Chair responded that it was 
not as transparent as the JCS, but it is hoped that the comments are taken on board. 
 
All were encouraged to respond as individuals as the more who comment and object, 
the more notice will be taken.  The deadline for comments is 16th January, and the 
Clerk will upload our response. 
 
Cllr Goldsby asked why we would not make reference to the Tewkesbury BC 
comments about the unique status of the Chargrove site, which was why it was 
removed from the last JCS.  It was agreed that this was a valid point and that this 
should be added to our response. 
 
The Chair read out the proposed response, however Cllr Whyborn also suggested it 
needed more emphasis on highways issues and the problems with the Shurdington 
Road.  The Chair agreed to rework the response and circulate before the Clerk uploads 
to the deadline. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair /  
Clerk 
 
 

2.  Declaration of Members’ Interests  
Cllr Whyborn noted his County Council status and there were no other declarations. 
 

 
 
 

3.  Minutes of the last Full Council Meeting held 4th November 2025 
The minutes of the full meeting held 4th November 2025 had been circulated.  There 
were no updates needed and were agreed by all present.  The Chair signed and 
initialled the pages. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4.  Planning and Finance  
Standing Items: 

1. Action Tracker, attached as Appendix A. 
There was just two items for update that was not on the agenda: 

237, wall, car park, Morrisons, the Clerk confirmed Morrisons had been identified 
as the owner.  Correspondence was ongoing re whether they would take 
responsibility to repair the wall. 
239, damage at hall.  Recent mess / damage to the hall from ad hoc hirers was 
discussed.  It was proposed by Cllr Gutteridge and seconded by Cllr Houlton that 
in future all “adult / family gatherings” would incur a £100 deposit.  All were in 
agreement. 

 
2. Planning Tracker, attached as Appendix B. 

i. Greatfield Farm update 
Cllr A. Bamford informed the meeting that this had been appealed, however it is more 
a notification rather than anything further for us to do.  The Clerk has tried to make 
contact with Shurdington PC on the issues, but despite a couple of emails no response 
has been received.  The Chair noted that there are few members on the PC at the 
moment, so this may be why. 
 

ii. Response to the Community Governance review 
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There is no deadline at the moment, however a resolution has been circulated as 
follows: 
“Up Hatherley Parish Council re-iterates its intention to embrace the new 
arrangements for local government re-organisation and to work closely with such new 
unitary council as is created covering the Cheltenham area, and to work closely with 
adjoining parish councils. 
 
Up Hatherley Parish Council notes that interest has been expressed by neighbouring 
unparished areas of Benhall and the Reddings in forming or joining parish council(s) 
either separately, or together, or joining with Up Hatherley Parish Council, and will 
welcome any of those arrangements according to the wishes of the local residents”. 
 
Cllr A. Bamford suggested a third point was needed, stating that doing nothing isn't 
an option.  It was agreed that an updated form of words would be circulated. 
 

3. Finance / Governance 
i. Precept recommendation, attached as Appendix C 

The working group has met and discussed the detail of the Budget.  A summary has 
been circulated and Cllr A. Bamford proposed that the Band D increase by 4.9% giving 
a precept of £37,436.   Cllr Worsley seconded and all were in agreement except Cllr 
Gutteridge and Houlton who abstained.  The Clerk will advise Cheltenham BC. 
  

ii. Q3 Report including reserves, attached as Appendix D 
The papers had been circulated and the Clerk confirmed that there were no surprises 
and everything was as per expectations. 
 

iii. Payments and Income List since last meeting, Appendix E 
The latest payments list was circulated,  and Cllr A. Bamford reminded members that 
payments are approved prior to payment to ensure that there is a robust process in 
place. 
 

iv. Thriving Communities Grant – purchase options 
The Clerk has circulated options for the garden and all were happy that the Clerk 
progress purchase and draw down against the grant awarded. 
 

v. Salvation Army donation £300 proposed 
Cllr Worsley noted that he had not yet had the final amount collected from the 
Salvation, however Cllr Worsley proposed and Cllr Whyborn seconded that a £300 
donation from the parish council be made once they confirm figures.  All were in 
agreement. Cllr Worsley will chase and then liaise with the Clerk to raise the cheque. 

 
4. Policy Update 

i. Due to the more stringent demands on parishes with policies, a 
number of previously approved policies have been updated and a 
detailed timetable for reviewing and updating has been 
implemented.  The reviewed policies were agreed and the Clerk will 
update on the website.  These included: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Cllr Worsley  
/ Clerk 
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• Biodiversity Duty 

• Data Protection 

• Risk Management 

• Grants Policy 

• Internal Control 

• Privacy 

• Safeguarding 

• Accessibility Statement 
 

ii. Policies for Adoption 
A number of policies were new and due for adoption, however members felt that they 
had not given them the scrutiny required.  It was decided that individual members 
should take responsibility for individual policies and they can then be approved in 
March: 

• Investment and Reserves – Cllr A. Bamford 

• Media and Communications – Cllr Worsley 

• Training and Development – Cllr Willcox 

• Tree Policy – Cllr Willcox 

• CIL policy – Cllr A. Bamford 

• Disciplinary Policy – Cllr S. Bamford 

• Photography – Cllr Sankey 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Named 
Cllrs 
 

5.  Community Engagement 
1. Report 

Cllr Holden had nothing to report. 
 

 
 
 

6.  Footpaths and Open Spaces 
1. Report 

Nothing to report 
 

2. Trees Fernleigh and Long Mynd Survey 
Quotes received and agreed that the lowest would be used for the survey.  Once this 
is done we will be able to determine the works required.  Re the tree that has fallen, 
the Clerk has spoken with the Cheltenham BC tree officer and he has said to leave it 
until the survey is completed and they will advise how best to remove. 
 

3. Footpath near Davalia Drive 
Members discussed whether these works to resurface the footpath were necessary, 
however it did seem that there were areas that were very uneven.  Cllr Bamford noted 
that this footpath does not fall under Danny Taylor, but is under another officers 
responsibility, which was interesting to find out. 
 

4. Public Footpath CHU11 alongside Lakeside Primary School – request for 
funding 
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A figure of £24k has been received, however this is an agreed scheme and will go 
ahead regardless of whether the parish contribute.  All were in agreement that we 
keep parish money for schemes that need a boost to be started. 
 

7.  Police and Community Safety 
1. Crime Report 

Cllr Ponting was not present but had sent through the latest crime figures, attached 
as Appendix F. 
 

 

8.  Highways and Transportation  
1. Highways Report 

Cllr A. Bamford reported that the list was in place so nothing further to report at this 
stage.  There is a flashing 20mph sign by Lakeside School, however it has been 
reported. 
 
Cllr Whyborn informed the meeting that Highways Local money is at risk due to the 
tight finances at GCC.  Therefore, future schemes will need to go via the Highways 
group, so we will need to establish a process.  It was confirmed that this doesn’t affect 
potholes and they should be reported on Fix My Street. 
 

2. Drainage problem in Sunnyfield Lane 
There is an issue with drainage from the Haven site, and it appears there are no drains 
on the site.  It was suggested that the Clerk write to Turners, the owners of the site 
and see if they will do anything about it in the first instance. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

9.  Village Hall 
1. Report 

The window repainting is going well and some filler will be used on the internal walls 
to plug the gaps. 
 

2. Front Door 
The Clerk raised the issue with the door and draft coming through.  Previously we had 
looked at replacing so the Clerk will see if any funding could be tapped into. 
 

 
 
Cllr 
Gutteridge 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

10.  Communications 
1. Report 

Nothing to report. 
 

2. Record 
Cllr Worsley informed the meeting that this will be his 20th year as Vice Chair, and he 
thanked everyone for their support.  He noted that the Record represented very good 
value and he had sent out the invoices for the adverts, which offset a lot of the cost 
of producing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11.  Date of next meeting 
 

• Parish Council Meeting 3rd March 2026 
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…………………………………………… 
3 March 2026 
Chair 

 

12.  Appendices: 
A. Action Tracker 

B. Planning Tracker 

C. Precept Recommendation 

D. Q3 Report 

E. Payments List 

F. Crime figures 
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Action Tracker: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. Meeting Date Minute ref Item Responsible Progress Status

90 05/09/2023 7.1 Farm Shop Car Wash site AP To maintain a diary of events for TBC Open

128 06/03/2024 11 Youth Council JS
JS has contacted the other PC's but no responses.  Has followed up 

with Lakeside so will keep under review
Open

136 07/05/2024 14 Community day JS Open

178 07/01/2025 4.2.ii
Cheltenham Tree strategy - open spaces to 

discuss once received
OS WG Follow up from meeting on 1st July, meeting to take place shortly Open

199 06/05/2025 5.3.ii Future review of AGS Finance WG Follow up from meeting on 1st July, meeting to be arranged.  closed

200 06/05/2025 5.3.vii Future review of risk Finance WG Follow up from meeting on 1st July, meeting to be arranged.  closed

204 06/05/2025 7.3

Review results of work at Davalia Drive 

before making future decision on open 

spaces works

Chair Open

210 01/07/2025 4.2.i
Broad Oak Way, how to make Crown more 

accountable
Cllr Sankey Open

223 02/09/2025 7.1 Arrange cyber meeting Cllr Ponting Open

228 04/11/2025 4.1.5a
Greatfield Farm liaise with SPC and follow 

up with enforcement
Clerk email sent, awaiting a response closed

229 04/11/2025 4.1.5b set up strategic plan WG Chair closed

230 04/11/2025 4.1.5c
Liaise with GCC Highways re planning 

concern
Cllr A. Bamford closed

231 04/11/2025 4.6e
Circulate IT Policy and Accesibility 

Statement
Clerk done closed

232 04/11/2025 6.1
Progress survey on trees Long mynd and 

Fernleigh
Clerk quotes obtained, survey to be arranged closed

233 04/11/2025 5.3
Denbigh Road footpath - email GCC 

requestiong costings and options
Clerk now received, £24,500 closed

234 04/11/2025 5.4
Cheriton Park bins - email CBC and request 

additional bin
Clerk emailed Karen and Ubico, no response to date closed

235 04/11/2025 7.1
Query with Glos Police updating of crime 

data
Cllr Ponting Open

236 04/11/2025 8
Follow up legal status of refurbishing 

vehicle on public highway
Cllr Gutteridge Open

237 04/11/2025 9.2 Confirm wall repairs with contractor Clerk chased Morrisons Open

238 04/11/2025 9.3 Follow up plaque for post box at hall Clerk sorted closed

239 04/11/2025 9.3 Repair cosmetic damage in hall All closed

240 04/11/2025 10.3 Sort donation re Alberts bike Clerk sent closed

241 06/01/2026 4.2.iii SLP response Chair / Clerk Open

242 06/01/2026 4.3.i Precept Clerk Letter sent closed

243 06/01/2026 4.3.iv
Thriving Communities Grant - progress 

purchases
Clerk Open

244 06/01/2026 4.3.v Salvation Army donation Clerk Open

245 06/01/2026 4.4.ii Review proposed policies All Open

246 06/01/2026 8.2 Drainage issues Sunnyfiled Lane Clerk Letter sent closed

247 06/01/2026 9.1 Progress repairs to internal walls at hall Cllr Gutteridge Open

248 06/01/2026 9.2 Review whether funding for new door Clerk Open

Appendix A 
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Planning Tracker: 
 

 
 

Appendix B 
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Precept Recommendation: 
 

 
      Total Precept £37,436

Appendix C 
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Q3 Report: 
 

 
 

Appendix D 
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Bank Reconciliation as at Q3: 
 

Dec-25 Nov-25 Oct-25

HSBC 11376349 7,743.10    8,277.24    8,465.60    

Creditors -              -              -              

Debtors -              -              -              

7,743.10   8,277.24   8,465.60   

HSBC 51376357 44,946.63  44,893.25  44,838.26  

Opening Balance 52,689.73  53,170.49  53,303.86  

Receipts 1,636.39    1,582.49    3,242.32    

Payments (4,146.00)  (2,063.25)  (3,375.69)  

Closing balance 50,180.12  52,689.73  53,170.49  

Represented by the bank accounts as under:

HSBC 11376349 5,181.77    7,743.10    8,277.24    

Creditors -              -              -              

Debtors -              -              -              

RIA -              -              -              

5,181.77   7,743.10   8,277.24   

HSBC 51376357 44,998.35 44,946.63 44,893.25 

Closing balance 50,180.12  52,689.73  53,170.49  
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Payments List: 
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