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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th May 2022 
held in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, S Gill, 2 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4498.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr L Brown reason accepted and Borough Councillor J Shilton.
4499.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

4500.	To elect a Chairman and sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  Cllr Smith was proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Lloyd-Smith.  There being no further nominations Cllr Smith was duly elected and signed the Declaration. 
4501.	To elect a Vice Chairman.  In her absence Cllr Brown was proposed by Cllr Sykes and seconded by Cllr Lloyd-Smith.  There being no further nominations and as Cllr Brown had indicated before the meeting that she would be willing to stand again, she was duly elected.
4502.	All Councillors signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  This was done following the recent Parish Council Elections.  Our new Councillor, Sally Gill, was welcomed to the Council by the Chairman.
	At this point the meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes.
4503.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th April 2023.  Agreed and signed as a correct record following the addition of the words Standing Orders at 4491 and a correction of a typing error in 4492.
4504.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  ACRK update.  The Chairman reported that he had attended a workshop at Headcorn held by the consultant on behalf of Action with Communities in Rural Kent. 
b)  Highways Improvement Plan update.  The Chairman explained that proposals have now been received from Highways.   1.  Footway from the Memorial Garden Gate to just beyond the Hairdressers.  They are objecting to this due to the parked cars at the Hairdressers and are proposing a dropped kerb on the opposite side of the road from the Memorial Garden so that pedestrians may cross The Street there to avoid walking in the road to just beyond the Hairdressers.  The Chairman and Clerk had already explained that this wasn’t safe or practical, however Highways has asked that the Parish Council considers this.  It was agreed to continue the discussion with them    2. The Gateways requested each end of the village. – They have agreed to this on the Tenterden side but the Parish Council will have to fund it.  £1,200 - £1,500 for the Gateway and £1,006 for the design fee.  It would be incorporated with the Wittersham sign and may be moved to another position.  With regard to the one on Stocks Road we await the outcome of any further application for dwellings there and any Section 106 agreement that may be made should the application be granted.     3.  Beware Horses sign on Peening Quarter Road.  KCC agreed to this.  They are awaiting data from traffic surveys.   4.  Implement 40mph limit signs on Peening Quarter Road.  Further investigation required.     5.  Footway from the bus shelter on Stocks Road to Hillview Garage.  Awaiting the result of any planning application for dwellings on Stocks Road.   6.  Extend 30mph sign 120m east of existing sign on Stocks Road.   Once again await any planning application result.    7.  SID pole in Swan Street. -  Will be passed to the team that handle SIDs which has replied to say that as we were told before this isn’t possible due to reasons given at the time.  
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8.  Chicane at 30mph sign on Stocks Road.  – There needs to be a system of street lighting so that the chicane is visible during the night.  There isn’t any so this is not feasible.
At this point the meeting was adjourned for the applicant for Knoll House, who had arrived late, to give further information.
c)  Bus Shelter update.  Only a few expressions of interest had been received for quoting for the refurbishment/renovation work.  It was agreed to look at using the Wealden Advertiser.
d)  Swan ACV update.  The Chairman had drafted the application form.  It was proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all that this be sent to ABC.

4505.	Appointment of members to existing Working Parties:
	a)  Village Caretaker – Cllrs Smith & Sykes
	b)  Finance – Cllrs Smith & Sykes
	c)  Open Spaces – Cllrs Brown & Lloyd Smith
	d)  Highways – Cllr Venning
	e)  Public Rights of Way – Cllr Gill
	f)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Cllrs Mash & Gill

4506.	To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC Meetings – Cllr Smith 

4507.	To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Gill, however before Cllr Gill takes up this position the Chairman proposed, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all that, enquiries be made with BHIB as to any possible insurance cover for this position which is not protected by any limit on liability for the trustees of the charity.

4508.	To review Standing Orders – Recently revised.

4509.	To review Financial Regulations – In the process of being revised.  

4510.	To review inventory of land, assets & office equipment.  The Asset Register had been emailed to all councillors.  In view of some uncertainties, Clerk was invited to examine the presentation further in a search for greater clarity.
4511.	Confirmation of arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insured risks.  Councillors had seen a copy of the renewal documents.  It was agreed to renew, and the Chairman would consult BHIB on the question raised over possible cover for a Trustee of the Village Hall Management Committee.
4512.	To review Interactions with residents and the public.  Small update needed at 3.1
4513.	To review the Council’s procedures for handling requests made under the FOI Act 2000.  Fine.
4514.	To review the Council’s policy for dealing with press/media.  Fine.
4515.	Planning Applications: (previously notified to Councillors)
a)   PA/2023/0619  Knoll House, Acton Lane.  Recladding & insulating a timber construction Cold House.  Changes to fenestration.  Proposed first floor extension to the south elevation for the veranda, adapted canopy & arrival threshold to the east elevation (part retrospective).  Cllrs had heard further information from the Applicant during the adjournment and after a short discussion agreed to support the application. 
b)  PA/2023/0586  Land south of Wittersham Road.  Proposed change of use & conversion of an existing redundant & disused agricultural barn into a residential dwelling with associated alterations, landscaping enhancements, parking provision, existing vehicular access road to be retained and upgraded.  Demolition of an existing stable block, timber lean-to style awnings & smaller outbuildings & the removal of a mobile home & cabin.  Approval has been given for conversion to offices therefore
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an employment use has been approved.  Agreed to object to conversion to residential as an employment use would be lost and to point out that one of the neighbours consulted was the application site itself. 
c)  PA/2023/0746  12 Poplar Road.  Proposed erection of garden wall & gates to replace damaged fence.  Cllrs had heard further information from the applicant during the public session and agreed to support this application.

4516.	Correspondence:
	a)  BHIB Insurance renewal £857.07.  Agreed that payment should be made once the position on insurance cover for the PC representative on the Village Hall Management Committee has been clarified.
	b)  Email from ABC Paul Lebriri asking whether the Parish Council had been involved in the distribution of the Conservative Candidate for the Borough Council’s election material.  The Clerk had replied that no it hadn’t. 

4517.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – The Working Party had met to discuss the budget and Caretaker salary.  Decomposed animal remains had been thrown over the hedge onto Coronation Field.  Caretaker had dealt with them.  He had also removed the litter bin in the middle of Jubilee Field grass area as some residents there were using it for household rubbish.
b)  Finance:
i)   Monthly Transaction Statements.  Both noted.
ii) End of year Budget Statement & Receipts & Payments Account.  Clerk answered Councillors questions.
iii) Agree Reserves at year end 31.02.2023. This had been forwarded to Councillors.  Chairman explained the figures.
iv) Agree Caretaker Scheme’s End of Year Statement & Budget for 2023/24.  This may change depending on the result of agenda item 24: Caretaker’s salary.  Agreed.
c)   Planning Decisions:
· 21/02208/AS  Barn in field rear of 22 Lloyds Green.  Granted.
· PA/2023/0334  Anchor Barn – Proposed Garden building.  Granted.
· 21/01020/AS  Appeal Number 3289647  Land west of The Meadows – Residential development comprising the erection of 7 dwellings & associated parking etc.  Appeal dismissed.
	b)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report 
c)  Highways – Clerk had complained about the decision by KCC to resurface Pound Lane.  It has been logged as an official enquiry for the attention of the Team Leader who will provide a full response in due course. 
d)  Public Rights of Way – They are now drying out but Clerk needs to check to see which ones can now be easily walked.
e)  Cemetery/Churchyard.  The Caretaker will attend to the sticking gate in the Churchyard.

4517.    Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:
KALC meeting 3rd May 2023.  The Chairman gave a brief report.  The Minutes had been forwarded to councillors.  To note that every ABC ward should soon have its own named Police Officer with contact details.
	
4518.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  14th June 2022
4519.	Items for Information:
a)  Clerk thanked Cllr Gill for relieving Cllr Smith and her at the May Fair for a short while and to the Caretaker for providing the gazebo, table and chairs.
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b)  The Clerk reminded councillors that their Election Expenses form had to be returned to ABC by 1st June. 
c)  The Chairman gave the Clerk a leaflet on the new command structure contacts and ways to contact the police.

4520.	To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public:
	It was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Venning and agreed by all.
To review the Caretaker’s Salary.  After a full discussion an increase was agreed.  The budget will require amending.

	The meeting closed at 21.39hrs. 

Appendix
Planning Applications:
PA/2023/0746  12 Poplar Road. The Applicant was able to give further information and answered councillors questions.
PA/2023/0619  Knoll House.  During the adjournment the Applicant gave the meeting further information.
	
