MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 3rd March 2026 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC). 
In attendance:- 
Two members of the public.
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from County Cllr Will Boucher-Giles, District Cllr Nigel Simpson (NS) and Cllr Mike Kirby (MK).    
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in VHMC matters.  KG and JB declared an interest in flooding matters.   
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 3rd February 2026 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the minutes on the web.  

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

Emails from County and District Councillors had confirmed that there were no developments.  
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

A member of the public present thanks the PC for their efforts on removing problem vehicles around the parish and the owners for their response.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  
6.  MATTERS ARISING (19.43)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  A general tidy up of the pavilion and surrounding area is to take place in March.  The clubs will fill rabbit holes in advance of matches if possible.
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to ask for a continuing cull of rabbits.          
6.02
Spinney Developments  Matters were discussed. The school planting day went well with quizzes and activities.  The school has sent a letter of thanks to the PC.  In total, including the planting day on the 28th, 110 trees were planted.           

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  JB feels it best to hold back the remaining trees for planting in the autumn, in order to reduce the need for watering.  (iii)  the budget for the wildlife planting area beside the spinney is now approx.19k.  This is to be postponed until the autumn also.

6.03
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a detailed discussion.   

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  There is to be a modification to the mitigation works on the Fulwell side of the village.  (iii)  SC is to obtain Fulwell Rd closure dates from MKB as soon as they are forthcoming and inform Tony Brummell (TB) (CDC) of them.  (iv)  ST and RB are to liaise with riparian landowners on issues of water movement into the village pond.  (v)  MKB is to circulate any reply from Calum Miller MP when it is received.  (vi)  The works on the banks, verges and parking on Mere Rd are now scheduled for the next financial year by OCC, SC is to continue liaison.
6.04
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Both the Milestone Society and Headland Archaeology (working with HS2), have offered assistance in replacing the milestone when the road works are completed.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  To inform the Milestone Society and Headland when the replacement is possible.
   6.05
Funding for Play Area fence  The list of alternative funding opportunities is being explored.                    

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  ST is to forward details of previous HS2 funding to MC so that she can submit a request form.                  
6.06
Speeding  The issue was discussed.  Slow down signs have now been fitted to the old VAS sign.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  The PC will monitor the situation and see if it improves.   
6.07
VAS Signs  This issue was discussed.    

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to continue to liaise with GCM as to dates.      

6.08
.gov.uk Website and Emails  The issue was discussed.        


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  Cllrs will get their emails active.         

6.09
Problem Vehicles  The matter was discussed.    


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to email a resident again and hopefully obtain a reply.  
6.10
Volunteer Driver Service  JB and KG have confirmed that there are no known users in the village.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  
6.11
Overgrown signs  Possible signs for submission were discussed.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  Cllrs to obtain photos of the 30mph sign on Fulwell Rd and send to SC for submission.  
6.12
Newsletter  This was produced.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  A new newsletter needs to be produced to cover works on the A421, the Spring Clean, the upcoming Fair and the closure of the Fulwell Rd as well as PC vacancies.  

6.13
Street lamps  A problem with ‘day burners’ has been watched.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  RB to monitor the lamps and report on fix-my-street if necessary.

6.14
Recycling bottle banks  These have now been removed.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.21)
The monthly financial reports for February were presented.  Internal controls for February were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and any arriving since, was presented and signed.  The new terms and conditions for SC, revised for changes incoming in April, were presented and signed.   
It was reported that there was £16,357.77 in the Treasurer Account and £5,404.61.00 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been paid out during February:

£20.99 to Hugo Fox (c/o Go Cardless) (General admin – email costs – pcm subscription)

£11.99 to Hugo Fox (c/o Go Cardless) (General admin – internet costs – pcm subscription)

£72.40 to HMRC (General Admin – income tax)

£15.07 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website – SO correction) 

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – Salary/expenses/allowances/tax – March - £461.72 (LGA 1972 S112)

SLCC – Membership renewal - £116.00 (Gen admin – membership subscription)
Three more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.

OALC – Membership renewal - £228.00 (Running costs)

Hugo Fox – direct debit for .gov.uk emails – £20.99pcm (General admin)

Hugo Fox – direct debit for website - £11.99pcm (General admin)

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.  (iii) To approve the new terms and conditions, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.    
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.41)
There have been no requests for S137.  No matters had been decided under urgent business.       
Resolved (i) To note the position.    
9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.42)
Concerning developments on site operation were discussed.  There has been more of a problem with odour.    
Resolved (i) SC and MKB to liaise on an approach to the relevant authority to request an onsite meeting and a tour for councillors of the site.   (ii)  SC to put information from the EA on the website.
10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.54)
MKB has reported that he has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  Other matters were discussed.  The low branches on trees on the cricket boundary have been trimmed.            
Resolved (i)   SC to request a continuation of the rabbit cull for the foreseeable future.

11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.02)
There are no new residents this month.                   

Resolved (i) To note the position.    
12.  POLICY REVIEWS (21.03)
Both the Grievance and Discipline and Volunteer policies were checked. 
Resolved  (i)  The Grievance and Discipline Policy was revised to reflect changes in the law from April, the Volunteer Policy was kept unchanged, proposed MKB, seconded MC, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC to put the reviewed policies on the web.

13.  SPRING CLEAN (21.04)
The matters concerning the regular spring clean were discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To set the date of the spring clean as Saturday March 21st.  (ii)  MKB to produce a newsletter containing this information and giving advice of possible verge clearing by Saturday 14th March.  (iii)  Any other copy for the newsletter must be submitted by March 11th or 12th.  (iv)  SC is to submit the forms to CDC and inform the Sports Club so that they can coordinate their clean up.
14.  SPORTS PAVILION LEASE (21.11)
The lease has not actually been sent to the Sports Club yet.  The PC is awaiting the ‘regulation list,’ an accompanying document that contains any item which may need to be periodically changed, which is still to be produced by the PC solicitor.    
Resolved  (i)  To keep this item on the agenda.  (ii)  MKB is to continue to chase up the regulation list.  (iii)  The Sports Club will also liaise with the PC solicitor in order to expedite matters.  
15.  BRIDLEWAY BRIDGE (21.12)
HS2 have contacted MKB and asked if the PC has reconsidered their decision to object.  The matter was discussed.    
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The PC will inform Dave Butcher (HS2) that the PC continues to object to the re-routing of the bridleway but would be happy to accept a cheaper alternative to the 40tonne bridge or another solution which is fully endorsed by the British Horse Society (BHS), proposed MKB, seconded RB, carried with one abstention.  

16.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.30)
Correspondence for meeting 
None
Emails printed 

Issues already covered on the agenda
Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda
Ge Views leaflet – for info

NORA petition – for info

Local government reorganisation (several) – for info

OCC Community news – for info

Community First letter – for info

OALC January newsletter – see below

Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan consultation extension – for info

Padel courts details – see below

Road closure notices – for info

National Paralympic invite reminder – for info

National Highways and Transport public satisfaction survey reminder – see below

Notice of full dog bin near pond – see below

OALC February newsletter – see below

Invoice from RB for 30mph speed signs for Old Banbury Rd – see below
Usual reports – for info 

Resolved (i) The Cllr’s hour and talking tables have details included, Cllrs can attend if they wish.  (ii)  The PC does not feel that Padel courts would fit onto the field.  (iii)  Cllrs can submit their responses to the survey if they wish.  (iv)  SC has reported this bin to CDC and it has been emptied.  SC is now to report the bin at the other end of the gated road, which is overflowing.  (v)  More details of the talking tables event are provided for any councillors who wish to attend.  (vi)  This invoice is approved for payment, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.
17.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.00)
Christmas lights  These have been damaged by a lorry which drove into the Cross Tree and broke some low branches.    

Councillors standing down  It would appear that the PC will struggle to be quorate as definitely four, and possibly five, councillors will be standing down in May.  
Resolved  (i)  There is to be an informal working party to bring down the damaged lights if possible; JB is to check on the lights and order more if necessary under urgent business.  (ii)  MKB, who is himself standing down, will stress the importance of others coming forward in the newsletter.  
18.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.25)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday April 7th 2026.  
MKB apologises for the April meeting.

At this point KG left the meeting and Item 6.03 Flooding was then addressed.  

Meeting closed at 22.45.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
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