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Th€ roon',,''e.s longr a.nd narrolJ arlci slooa to the rignt of the back door into
the olci, red brick house. It v,'as entered a.t one end by a 1ov;, wooden cioor
l-asI,ened by a 1t/oouen la.tch. A singJ-e step cioun frcm the ooor 1ed onto
a stone-ft,a,1,ged f]-oor a"nd the only lighl in tne rooli came frorn a srrall
windovo, t;ith ler,.rleci -oanes, set rnto the rignt hand vra11. At night a search
f or provis'j ons u'ias xttk ;racie v;ith the aid of a candle in a i,rhite e.aruelt ecj
candle-hoider eds-ed in dark blue.

'Ihe lefl-hani side of the larcter was l-ined v;i-th ani assortrnent of .wood.en casks
ea-oh wilh its v;ccden tap, relsting on their sides cn trestle holders.
Insioe these '',iras an e;<citi-ng sele@tion of nj.gnly intoxicari-ng hoine rriaCe ir.,ines
- col.rvrsl ip' el-oerberry, dandelion and sloe - the last prone to over-ferrient,
force out ihe bung in lne cask v;ith a sharp, rifle-like crack, and disgorge
its sticky, deep red con@nts over t,ne floor.

On ihe right cf the dccr stcoci an clci kitchen table covered v;iih a rnaro-Le
slab vrhere the left-overs of 1'a,i:rr1y iireals v,rere stored. on tan aSsOqinent O f
cracked cla.tes covereC lvi-th i:asins. ?his taDle ,,,r:as a.1 so the hoile of a very
large a.nd. crnate cheese dish ani tne v,,ide necrred bolties of creaf,ry mi1k,
sealec v;ith plain cardbcard oiscs, and delivered frclr tne farrii each inorning
in a r','ooden v;heelbarrow. Soroeti rres tiiere T;ould al so be, on the slab, if n

of hand cnurned f;r'n buiter fasiiioneo into a cioliiei shs.ie oy tne farlierrs.
v,roocien bulier ilould v"ith its hand carved leaf p:r',tern. Underneath lhe ta.b1e
Ylrere t"'''s shiny, galvanised pa,ils. They v;ere fified each incrning,,';ich cIear,
spa.rklinS 

"'ia.ter 
frorn the eighty foot v,:e11 ar ihe bott,om of the garcien.

tseeide them, stanoing on e. pl ate ilas tire white cnina jug for f illinl; the
<ett1es. Beyono the table a.nci u-nd"ernealn the ',,rindow v.ras the huge, v;ooden box5l'r't,,";
664:=64sae++ the siies of ba,con r.,hich, f or llany uecKs p,reviously, haci 1ai-n
curinl: cn a rrc-rr r.una f rom -une ,-_itcnen cei ling.
Shelves fllled the narrot^ir far enL{. of rhe la.rder. The top one 

'uas 
f,he place

llrnere bror"n gle"zed basins, fii led i,.ith 1a.rC cl-arifred from p$g leaf at rne
lasr pig irirting, v\iere stooci upsi-oe dov,,n j-n a neat rov,'. These prcvi ded tne
childrenrs trea-t - vihiter crusty bread sprea.ci wr-rh iarci and spr.rnrrled v,,ith
su-54r. Unless, cl ccurse, one bi.sin hai,peiieci. to concea.l rich orolirr beef
dripplng which v,'a.s delicious ri,ilen spread" ,rrfh jarii. 0n tire re,rraining sheives
ror,ris of ;ams and lic,<les v,rere to be found, ea.cn ccvered v,'ith a neat circle
of brol'.'n paper, tied tigntly tith string and labelled in a firrn ha.nd v;hiclr
paici sca.nl attenticn to speliing.

From thi-s larder, al-so the tre:-:sure sLore for be.s, via.sps, rnice and, I am sure,
a lost oi- micro orga-nisms, eliergeti the r,,'herev,itital for endless noisy fa:li1y
meals and _ vJht3n you v,,ere o1d. enough - cosy suppers by ttre fire.


