

Minutes of Mersham Annual Parish Meeting held in 
the Church Room, St John the Baptist Church, Mersham on Monday, 15th April 2024

3 members of the public, 6 Parish Councillors, Borough Councillor Paul Bartlett, County Councillor Clair Bell, Fred Ambler and Leigh Lloyd from the Sports Club

The meeting started at 7.00pm

1. Welcome
Cllr Murphy welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2. Report from Clair Bell
A member of the public reported a positive response to pot hole fixing.
Cllr Murphy explained that he felt the road network is improving and was pleased that services are continuing rather than closing as once they are gone, it is difficult to get them to return.

3. Report from Cllr Bartlett
Call for sites – All of the land owned by the Church Commissioners have been submitted.  This is the first time all land east of Flood Street has been submitted, this is listed as a substantial extension to Finberry.  Ashford Borough Council received 300 submissions to be sifted through.  Cllr Bartlett is hopeful that much of the land will not be taken forward.  The reality is that the Church Commission is very slow at progressing development.

A member of the public asked where the map and plan can be viewed.  This is available on the Borough Council website but, would suggest looking at the PC website and the Borough Councillors report in the first instance.
A member of the public asked if there is a committee that will decide this, yes and Cllr Bartlett is on the committee.
A member of the public asked what the timeline is?  The initial sift will be undertaken in 2024, the wider consultation is due to take place in 2025, the public examination is to take place in 2026 and the decisions are due to be undertaken in 2027.

Stone Street Solar – Please can all comments on the solar development be sent to Clair and Paul, only 2 comments have been submitted so far.  Any pressing views should be sent in, views are very useful as a steer.
The support grou[p believe that the consultation process is inadequate but 23% of the development is in Mersham.  Comments need to be made by the end of April.

IBF – Ashford Borough Council will start checking products of animal origin by the end of April.  There are no more tha 30 HGV movements/day.  Ashford Borough Council will be checking these as they enter the UK.  The traffic lights at IBF are to be checked as the timing needs changing.  Cllr Bartlett has been assured that an information blitz then lorries will be aware of the IBF’s location.  There are supposed to be information at services on the Calais approach, Eurotunnel and ferries.  A new application will be submitted that it will not be disruptive to trade.  
A member of the public noted that lorries are still taking a right turn on the A2070.
A member of the public asked if the motorway signage will be brought forward?  This is still promised.

Highfield – Ashford Borough Council is planning to take operational management.  Cllr Bartlett is to meet with officers as the planting is unfinished, the Heras fencing not been removed.  ABC need to be made aware that they are buying a liability as will need to be maintained.  The DfT remain the owners for now.

What is Operational Ownership?  ABC will own the land.
Why buy it then? ABC will have better control if they own it.  
Could it be sold off to public in parcels?  Responsibility of maintenance would then become an issue. 
 DfT are working to a much more simple plan than that drawn up by the Kent Wildlife Trust.  They are, but if ABC are in control they may well revert to the more intricate plan.
Thistle down is causing concern, needs report to the DfT.  The landowner is responsible.
If ABC do have ownership, the PC can look at registering the site as a SSSI or similar.

4. Mersham Parish Council Chairman’s Report
Paul Rodway continues as the Village Caretaker as does Ian the litterpicker.  The PC are in talks with Knight Frank as the land management company for the Brabourne Family’s Estate.  The JPF is a well used play area.

The PC has commented on 30+ planning applications in the last year.

The PC continues to take forward Highways Improvements with Kent Highways.

The PC is in liaison with the Stone Street Solar support group.

The PC has created and adopted a new Environmental Policy and an Accessibility Statement.  We are in the midst of finalising an Empower Document to enable members of the public to be empowered with whom to connect about any local issues.

The PC has the General Power of Competence due to the fact that 2/3rds of the Council have been elected and the Clerk holds the CiLCA qualification.

5. Village Hall Report – Melanie Wells
There was a vote of thanks to Melanie Wells and her team.  They have achieved astonishing work.

6. Sports Club Report – Fred Ambler
In 2022, a parcel of land was purchased, last summer it was cultivated and seeded and will soon be ready to play on.  KCC, ABC, PC and fundraising all assisted in the realisation of this project.  The Football Foundation and English Cricket Board both helped.  The double net facility and all weather cricket wicket is to be installed.
A new parking area will be built in the future and ultimately the hope is to build a new pavilion. 

There will be a fun day on 30th June from 2-6pm to mark 75 years of the Sports Club. 

The parking issue is a testament to its success. The Sports Club runs archery, disabled football, ladies football and cricket, junior football and cricket, mens football and cricket plus Kwik Cricket for the very young.  There is a Bat and Trap night every Friday in the summer and an active retirement group is to be created.  

Cllr Murphy closed the meeting on a Positive Story and all were thanked for attending.

