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trJ),ESrCii - I i;s S tor;r, by the F;ev. ji, ,r.. f,arri es ( exti.ac ts ) .
c1- arlierrs Guicte to ihe Architectural rintic-uiii-es in tire iieighbourhood- of C:fori..

I'he Yictoria Co,rnty ilistory of Cxforu.si:ire, liolunes i enc fI.
The l.;anning.".anuscril,ts in the Ashilolean Library.
i,SS indexed uncer Cud-d,esi-on, ';heatJ-ey, in the jocleian.
Registers and. Churchwarcenst Accounts (:oO-1e:-an) .
hegisters of ihe -Dioceses of Lincoln and CxforC.

- 
!^.nIn 19zlU sorne odd looking arrowireaos anrt a stone axe irrere i.ug -,:.o near tire Post

vlrlvva .-r a

uneart. ea int.:at vi11age. Ioes trrrs 1;ro-re nabitati- n here in tre stone iEe?
lIo proof, but possrble, and we'l L r','ithin tire area a,cireed. to have been inirebite-4
then.

l:ost guiie bocks be,sin in 956, but indications for 9OO ;'ssr= earlier (:ar-
i<er published. in t.847, just before ciiscoveri-es ,.aie). In t1li a l;ronan yiI1a
was uneaitirei' on Castle Hill on the Cuc/,.Vhea.t. bord-er, a ecntetporary,qra,re in
the ?a.la.ce ,loori, a cemeterJr neart tlie Vil]al in 1915 a house rn Pa1acer,"[ood, an-
other just outsid.e (near stone pit on }ove liouse !'ar:i). All point to ihirci and-
fourth centuries. Three }..nown hou-ses close together suggest a coinrounity - prob-
ably seveleal nore sc:::euhere. iieport on 1)15f\!21 excave.iions ln ti:.r .l,iooci says
house on fi:si century fcuni"atrons. Sorire piping: for hertin5 ,:aths found-, so::e
still 'riih scotl ti'his -bhe eaz'L:-est tangible d-e.te. Sven sc:nc sra11 fras::renis
of painted. ve.I1 too.

?ii grave discovereci in t8.i'l by r,vorlmen repairing cate (to left of p3e-<eni
one). Skeletons foui:C 2 cr 3 ft d.orvn in interesiin.: for',rat:-cn, face i.orqn in a
circle, heacs oufrar';s anc le.!'s crosseii. U"D jects icund.: 2 dellcate liirl-e :Las=
vases (in fl) , 2 srrorcls (ciisa.,-;eareu novr) , and" a bucket, oriErnall], re,qarrlei. as
fine que.Li$y Anglo-Saxon rrors.rnanship , but sher,vn b1. Sir ,,art:-n Conriray to be
Ccpticr of a t;rpe rihich stood- ujJon a fl-ange and nray ha"ve been useo as a iust:ai-
ion pa,il on prinitive altars. i-lorv o-id. rt get here fro;a:g;rpt? ,thy ihe sireleton
fornation? Any religicus significance or soiee Xian tra.geoy earl;r 6117

abingdon connexion in 2 fine chartul-aries ''! n 3-.',:. Tn "Sason Cxforclsliirert
(. i:ecorrl Soc.) is a translation of the F-oye-1 Charter (cf . P295) e-llov,,ing tire
Ea.rlts gift to be put into effect, The b:und-aries of CutiresCanelinclude
lenton (I)aners Tot'rn or lene or ValJ.ey Tovrn) or Garsington (l.}er.sed.une, The irass;
:'ii.11), but d"o riheatley (.twaete1eah, The tr'iheatfield.) anc', Sorsepath(Th.e grass
track over Shotover?) and the 1.1i11. Cuddesdon means The flil1 of Cuthen or
Ci,the (some ancient resioent here?).

iiihen Donesi"ay Sook was written, tirere was to be founc-r a,lorq tle la"r,rer.
houses of th.e neigirbourhood., a xanor l{ouse at Cliippinghurst orrned. by ihe llou.nt
of Evreux, ani. before rnanl,r years had passei. a riianor liouse was erectecr e.t
lenton, and also a.t Cud"ciesilcn. iy L272 it is certain irhai tirere had. for long
been a:-':aoor I{ouse here e,nd- it probab1y sti;od. sonerrhe:'e near;irere iile chu:.ci:.
nov,r is, perhaps cn the grouni nolv covered by the hoiises and buiid"ings of Dorre
House ancl i:ianor Fa.rrns. So then such a house ceria.inly stooc. tirere, anrl it
seerus to have been in connexion wlih that house that the churc1'r ',,'a.s first
b i1t, possibly as a chapel_to the nancrial tenant. Tn the lonesday Surve5.,

. whir;h was f'omp11eC- about 1080, there is no nentj-on of a ciiurch, and its silence
r::.e.y be talcen as evicl ence ihat a.t, tha."; tiile one ird not;ret exrst. 'lihen, how-
e.,rer, ilbbot i'ar.cius C'.ieC in 1i17, it was sa.ii- of hiirr that l:e bu,ilt a chu.rch ai
ilud.escjuna, and i.ihen in Ll-.1.5 i-'oi:e iugenius Iil as a pri..'iie5;e i,:o1; il;e Abbel'



uilc.€r iite proteciicn ci ti:e -l-essed- Feter and. l:.inseif'..1.:.e confi_rlred tc the Abbe,,
its i-:ossession of ,-luollesr:.on. ,ill- tiris,.:.;o:-,.1-C see.e tc indlcate fl:ai a chu:..cir, :ob_
ab13'qr-iite a sile,l ] anrl Jeraps a telnoore,,.r,]1 stru,cturer1/as built here abor;t ij:c be-
ginning o$ the t'relfhh cerltury, but practically nothing cf it non renaj.ns. There''! 3-.,,o.i'e sevei't;j- r!i1:it]ents of :.nd.enied ::rouldings, taken from some earlier crch, built
rnto the ualls of trie sou.t:- transept ancl- the to:,.rer, which inay cone from i_t. i!1:art
from i;hese f'r.s..grxenis it ha.s entirellf passed- al'la;r.

rl'he prcsent buiLding: was erectei abcut 1180 on a cruciforil pattern',.rrth a.
toiter at tire intersection but iori-t]:or,rt aisies. .,.'r-rclL of ihis remains - arajo*t;* r:f
p::esent churcht toiter arcires, 11 cloor and ironwork, S d-oor,,vay, ,,i buttresses, N
tra.nsept wa,lIs..riih sma11 ..orraan wincj-ovr and pari od corbel tab1e, stair turret,
corbel table on each srie of nave und-er aisle rocfs wiih upper _rarts of pilaster
briitresses (rest cr:t awa,v for i,i'cad.e), rood- loft ioor i";itii l-.gr.1:ran string coutse bei-c
heac, of one of original clerestory vrind.ov,rs ober kqact point of tsxt6gmxe.ceniral_ a:'cl.rnn i-o.i'ia -":r'* s$'stone step in il'ira,nsept, sirree restorei - all tgelfih centur;r.}J:g v,

Lancet winciows in ;7 enr., cf aisles c.1350 (:), In 1350 it is probable that ihe wor.l,
on ti:e i'l aisle was clone before iiiat on the S - lancet vrind.o',vs Ci:ferent outsice, ,ni
S xaIl ra.i.;iilq :ucl: Ecre clunsy' 3f . orlginal r.ocf line on ;,i walI e;:te: ior.
Lyehnosccpe 1'or'"reople to wai;ch froi;i outsiilel an uncta.tei- p3.an of the ckrlrch pub-
lrs.ret in 1'-q,i6 ind-j-caies riiai this.pi,is..a.Ee.;;as cl-csed at each erc to forn a \ftrci:r,r
br-rt nc r',1ltd,o'i; is n*rked.. lhe Chu.rchwariiensr eccor;n:s for l82B ru"ora-"""-"Ui;;;;"'
on ner":.gle.ss anct. jci-ner;-. ali cther itens for tire tne',,i roon'r..rhich suggests thartae
',vindo'* l:"as nai.e'xi:'en the.ilassaa.;e we.s ccnverteri rnto a riest:,y in that year, an6 in
ccnsequence rore i-ii:::t ,gas neecei J'cr ti:e rerrly-enclosei" roon.
lcrciies L'is€G &s sclioolr;or:ls in mec.iaeval ti::res?
The Cirancel vzas bi-irl-t in 1lr,O, b"*t r+as uever eciiuLete.,i - cf semi-arches in it anO
transepts, L\nijr needing ic- linocll ai;,'l.J' tl:e irails. .rrrobabl;,i unfinished beeause of
supirression of nanrsteries (inciuirn,-t ,rbingd-on) in 15:li b;.- :ienrl;,. anC Crorr,zel-i.
Uncer monl:s the ili:.urch was ver:,. firre - ri_ch and -'ra,r:r:,,astel shades, a_ncr- in I,t tra,ns_
ept buff wal1 witr: CeLicate rei. petals, b:'ovn ste::ls, and. ,sreen interturni_ng. )urin;.
1!zlp restoration, ttro large a.ng.;el-s l=,-iti.r spread"lng wings vere founc_ on ea.ci: sirie of
arch, but only t.rnaersrde of arch coul-c be preserved-. 1l{hiteriash ani- pLain elass frl:.:reforrrlers, though a.pi:i,rentljr some paint left - in early l8ih cent there is record,
of an orcier ina-d-e by the drcircreacrjn tha.t the lillars be scrapei- - cf especially ihe
tower arch.es for t:'aces of scraplng and scraps of paint even.
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f,hurch. ilto-lete tll!, atsle= C1i. C15 chancei re:torec lB.1i by B.Ferry.
restoraticn oi t85i-; bv E.E. Street. Li,ae:tone rubb-e r.rrtn a:iilir dre::inosi
Eoine oi i pi ain-ti i: raais. iruct f or,n pl an r.ri th c=ntr-al, tsuer. lhe 3-ba,7 n6,,,g
ha','i ng al tl. e: to n,:rth :nd :outh ano porches tc, Ecnth and we:t. i-1 i, 

-qh 
t :i,je

winCorr: of EnirrEBi heve pointei 5-.Qmenial-archei heaCs: l-l:qnt e:st rrrnCcw
iz procabl:,'i1 19. Traniepts are lat:-ftoraanesqBe. the norr.h r.et:ininq it=
cor-i:ei-table: ano' enole-shait-cl r=bui1i. :outh wali ii:r-h C13 l.-light xincc,rl
matching ihat in the north transect. Aisle: ariqinai:y Cl-:,.,itn sur,riving
I;ncets to iie-=t, and easi. of the sou+.h porch, a tr"ipier abcve nhich is a
i-iignL winccr., cf c.lji;ij. {orrner-ly a qabied dcrmer bu: inco,.loratei intc [14
i'ial.linq r'thEn Lh= aisles Her-e rai=ecj. :-li-qht uindcw uith reticulateo trecer.,,
we:t- oi the porch :nd iwo i-lrqht wrndot: with Geornetr-i.c:1 L,eccrateC tracer./
in north :l=le. Scuth pcrch ls FroUabiy C14 .rnd snelr-ers a. tr:n=itional
rioorwa','un'Jsr a rrc,-Lided outer arch r+rth doqco,:th orna,nent cn deracheri shaft-s
uilh cirv=i c:!iiils, Ci4 clerestor.,,he.s i pointecj-tr.eicil wincicrrrs eEch side.
i'iest wali ci nave lE larqsly iate-ftornanesque vrrth ciasoinq anqle-shafterj
f ut.treg:aS and i =!rnptusu: doorui.',, havi nq -in outer arcn of j order:-
Frojectinq un,ier-cr-rt ioienges an,i a row of ucer-ooth ornarnent. -,:n detache,j
shaf+"s with prirnit:ve strfi-leaf capitals. The docr retains r.ts eiaboret-e
C12 crescent hinge:. The deep:erni-iircurl:r oorch ha: an entr.ance arch sf :
chanr fer:C order: on detarherj sh3{ts with moulci eC c:pirals. The nerrh-rre;t
=tair turret to the'-j-stige touer has 3nqie-shaft to lts tel si-rqei ei:ekrher_,
ihe t....lwer h;= pair: of anqle cuttrEEEs:. The top :tace wi, tn parr-e,l 1 enc:t
oleninqE Has i'eruii.t tn f,i3n. Inter-ior: Ciiincei he= 2-bay bitnd ar;rCe: o,/Er-
tne siJe vti.ndoil: End an eiabor'ai,EI,,,-ccfrerei cantec rooi with carveJ boE:eg.
ri-ob:bi'r C!!. The ti';nsent: hive biind se,ni-':ircuiar arches to eaEt, the
nortir incorparatint a bl.oci..ei C1: dcErha'i and r^rindcwi round the walls are
stcne benches. aad the roof s irar/e ar:ned brsca: to coi. Iar: and curred wrnd-
br:,c3=. poE=ibl'l Ci5. The crossino ha: elabcrat: arches xith much chevrcn. and
cJmPound pier-s rir.r i variety ci iiutetj and r.rater-lei; caoi.iai:. The rrbbe,l
r':u1 t i = bv ,lt,'eet. C1 4 nave 6rcade= sni arcn r-o Eou:ii tran:elt. but the
Ehaiioir-pi.tcned 5-ca'/ nave roof rs probabl v Cl7 and hiE squar.s baiuster- ilrnq-
po:t=. The Hesi wa11 h:,E the remains of Cll i,aui.t-:n,1-:naft.-. The o:ir bencr..es
:nciude rnuch Ii7 prneiiing. Eorne cir.reri with iunettas. hut Ine chanc=i
woodsoril iE enirr-e1y Ci9. Ihe pr-ripri ci lBge i: b,; C.E. i.emge. i,l uch C1g
:Lained qii==: Hes: windcw oi la:: by,Hard,n:n tc it,-e:aE': d=::!n: eiEi xi.ndow
ci c.1E;t, by l'.errio: rnci prooabi'r elso =everal erEie lrirrow=i e!r=::pal
armcriei plnei= in tne cnancei. l'lcnuments inci.ude a rj.iil-pa.cue o: lcli-i, ;l
iate-C1E ne,-rortrls wtlh cli=::cal =urround: and Eiri-cliches, ano wali-t3Di:rE
t,: sa..,e,-il Ci? br-=:rops cf 0llicrd. ihe Ci'r cre:cEnt hrnqe: on the re.:i 0itor ere
lDoc ei.:arnoieE oi t,-re 4t.t or sc gurvi./lnq. ihe chur:h beionqeg to Abrngdon
fibbey.
r,u.C.H. D;lfoi-dshii-e. !ri Euridrnqs oi Enqiand. D;rjcr:r:htre. pc.Ecl-il G.J
Hoiitsler-:hort. Dr:co,.,erins ljrouqnt Iron. i?7ij, p. lf
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APrhluprx

':-he Reverend E A Davies in his history of Cuddesdon, 'Cuddesdo,r - its Story'writes ' the
rnemories of hundreds recall [his place with love and gratitude and with a deep sense of
indebtedness to all that this beautiful church and its oeople have meant in their lives and
nreparation for the work of their ministry. Such great names as Edward King, Henry Scott
Holland, H P Liddon, Charles Gore, Lord Lang, all of whom have in various ways derived
inspiration from and gave their inspiration to this place - we should do well to remember our
own responsibility for passing on this heritage'.

Archbishop Cosmo Lang wrote to his parents shortly after his ordination, 'lt was not as you
imagined in Christ Church Cathedral but in Cuddesdon Church - in my own spirtual home -
my true birthplace - the centre of the highest and deepest associations of my life. Was it not
a sign of the goodness of our Father he so ordained? I shall never forget the feeling of awe
and joy - moving even to fear - which came over me as in procession we entered the dear
old church singing Bright's beautiful ordination hymn'.

Lord Runcie, Baron of Cuddesdon, when being interviewed on the radio says 'l realised this
place was going to mean a lot to me in the future - and my goodness it was the case because
fourteen years later it was to this village that I came to be Principal of a Theological College
but also vicar of this parish and although people outside thought and have always thought my
main task was to be Principal. I know that what meant most to me was this church as a place
of prayer where God met ordinary people or rather where God met us.' ln his biography
Margaret Duggen says that the major attraction for him at Cuddesdon was that the job
included the iniumbency of a country parish which would anchor all that he was doing in the
daily realities of church life.

4. Some students tend to forget that All Saints is a parish church. However, we often receive
notes of appreciation witen they leavc that they have been able to be involved with the
parish. Recently a first year student said to me when he wanted to pray he went into All
Saints because he found it so much easier and real.

1.

2.

3.
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l-l istorical Facko rou nt

1635 John Bancroft built first bishop's palace on glebe land.

1537 Vicarage and rec-tory combined, with the bishop technicallyvicar and the church
, was served by a curate chosen by him. Except during the Commonwealth this

arrangement lasted until tBSt

- 1852 Vicarage separated from the se€ by Act of Parliament, wiin the bishop holding the
advowson.

1854 Theological College opened. Bishop Wilbedorce had appointed the Reverend
A. Potts as vicar and asked him to be first'principal of the college" The vicar became
principal not the principal the vicar!

ln Cuddesdon we have been isolated to a certain extent from the h-arsh realities of 'cost
effectiveness'. I know without the presence of the College the parish would not have a vicar, or
curate, regular Sunday services, services on holy dayc, a Sunday school and its related activities.

We realise that the idyll of'a country parish is no longer realistic and the pressures on the Principal
of the College have increased immensely. Even so, I have known eight curates from Michael
Scott-Joynt to Stephanie Bullock, and it would be interesting to hear their views, but the system
urcrked well with the Principal as vicar and a member of staff as curate.

The relationship between the College and the parish is unique and as a former curate, Peter
Cornwell, said'the College was regarded as a sort of corporate lord of the manor and with so many
parsons and potential parcons in the village they had high expectations of the clergy and their
ministrations.'

There must be discussion before breaking with 100 years of tradition. What concerns B* if the
Principal and College staff are reduced to taking the Sunday services that All Saints will become
virtually a collegiate chapel. Who do we find to maintain it?
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