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Report on behalf of the Madeline Watson Charity Temple Ewell Allotments Committee for the Annual Parish Meeting, 28 April 2026
The allotments continue to be very popular; currently there is a waiting list of 6 – the waiting list has been similar in numbers over the past year, with only a few plots becoming vacant. Several large plots that have become available have been divided into two to reduce the waiting list. There are currently 37 full plots and 22 half plots rented by 53 different growers. There will be 8 new plot-holders for the coming growing season.
The financial accounts show a decrease in funds held at 31 March 2026 of £290.26 compared to the previous year. The major cost for the year was £1185 for water supplies; some 65% higher than 2024, reflecting the extremely dry start to the summer last year.
Congratulations to our 2025 award winners: Best Kept plots – Philip Smith & Catherine Kears, Dominic Castle, Keith Warren & Trudy Burrows. The Best Newcomer award went to Dave Kenningale. It was pleasing to see so many plots being maintained really well which again made choosing the award winners very difficult for myself & Cllr.  Mrs Anne Newington!
The AGM saw a request from members in relation to the upper section of the track from London Road leading to the allotments. This section has become increasingly difficult for both vehicles and pedestrians to reach the allotments due to the great number of loose flintstones. Kent County Council who are responsible for the track have admitted that improvements need to be made, however it has been nearly a year since the issue was first raised, and they are yet to confirm and undertake the required repair work. We continue to attempt to obtain a Grant to extend the tarmac driveway up as far as the entrance to the upper section of allotments.
Lastly, a huge thank you to the Allotments Manager, Dominic Castle, Secretary Cheryl James and the Committee, who were re-elected at the AGM in October for all their hard work ensuring that the allotments are kept in a tidy and safe condition.
Andy Howard-Grigg

Parish Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer
