












  Smaller authority name: HUTTON LE HOLE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION 
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY 

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY) 
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026 

 
Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27  

The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 
 

NOTICE 
 
 
1. Date of announcement               13 May 2026 

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return (AGAR).  The AGAR has been published with this notice. 
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has 
certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor’s review.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR, 
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books, 
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to 
those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested. 
For the year ended 31 March 2026, these documents will be available on 
reasonable notice by application to: 
 

 Emily Jewell 
 Clerk/RFO 
 Clerk@huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk 
 
commencing on Wednesday 3 June 2026  
 

and ending on Tuesday 14 July 2026  
 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 

• The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting 
records; and 

• The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which 
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to 
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice 
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the 
smaller authority. 
 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for 
this purpose between the above dates only. 
 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed 
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor.  The appointed 
auditor is: 

 
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team) 
30 Churchill Place 
London E14 5RE 
(sba@pkf-l.com) 
 

5. This announcement is made by  Emily Jewell – Clerk/RFO 
 
 

mailto:sba@pkf-l.com


 

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS 
 

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local 
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities. 
 
The basic position 
 
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller 
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act 
and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller 
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.  

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting 
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related 
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also 
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising 
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs. 
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council 
tax. 

The right to inspect the accounting records 
 
Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local 
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all 
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You 
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or 
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the 
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) – (10) of the Act explains what is meant 
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial 
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to 
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should 
nevertheless be disclosed.  
 
When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them, 
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the 
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect 
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their 
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement 
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may 
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection 
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July 
2026 for 2025/26 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of 
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting 
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that 
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.  
 
The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records 
 
You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the 
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law. 
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to 
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require 
investigation beyond the auditor’s remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local 
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records 
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external 
auditor about the accounting records.  

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for 
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/2/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/234/contents/made


advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the 
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here 
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking 
the external auditor questions.  

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know 
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the 
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions 
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.  

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial 
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external 
auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer 
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item 
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To 
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.  

The right to make objections at audit 
 
You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you 
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there 
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector 
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is 
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external 
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why 
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor 
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not 
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to 
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the 
smaller authority. The notice must include: 
 

• confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area; 
• why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely; 
• details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and 
• details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest 

report. 
 
Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor 
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.  
 
A final word 
 
You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller 
authority.  You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or 
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions 
and objections.  In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor 
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is 
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is 
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against 
an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you 
will have to pay for the action yourself. 
 

For more detailed guidance on public rights and 
the special powers of auditors, copies of the 
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to 
your rights are available from the NAO website. 

 
If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed 
external auditor please write to the address in 
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and 
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return. 
 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/2/contents
https://www.pkf-l.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Council-accounts-a-guide-to-your-rights.pdf
https://www.pkf-l.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Council-accounts-a-guide-to-your-rights.pdf


Name of smaller authority: 

County area (local councils and parish meetings only): 
Insert figures from Section 2 of the AGAR in all Blue highlighted boxes 

2024/25 2025/26 Variance Variance
Explanation 
Required?

Automatic responses trigger below based on figures input, 
DO NOT OVERWRITE THESE BOXES Explanation from smaller authority (must include narrative and supporting figures)

£ £ £ %

9,823 9,763

Explanation of % variance from PY opening balance not 
required - Balance brought forward does not agree, query 
this

5,750 8,150 2,400 41.74% YES  
There had been no precept increase since 2017 until November 2024 when it was increased to £8150 to 
prempt the removal of £2750 caretaker grant and inflation which had increased significantly

3,512 3,946 433 12.34% NO  

2,974 4,384 1,410 47.42% YES  
There have been 3 clerks in this time. Hours have increased when the new clerk joined in 2024 as well 
as pay rises approved in line with the NALC and LGPS  recommendation. 

0 0 0 0.00% NO  

6,293 7,767 1,473 23.41% YES  

There has been additional unforseen maintenance of the dry stone walls along with the additional cost of 
a new website to maintain compliance with assertion 10 and councillor emails. There has also been a 
new clerk appointed who required training for the role alongside recruitment costs

7 Balances Carried Forward 9,818 9,708 VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT REQUIRED

9,818 9,763 VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT REQUIRED

4,678 4,678 0 0.00% NO  

0 0 0 0.00% NO  

Rounding errors of up to £2 are tolerable

Variances of £200 or less are tolerable

6 All Other Payments

Explanation of variances – pro forma 

8 Total Cash and Short Term Investments

9 Total Fixed Assets plus Other Long Term Investments and Assets

10 Total Borrowings

1 Balances Brought Forward

2 Precept or Rates and Levies

3 Total Other Receipts

4 Staff Costs

Next, please provide full explanations, including numerical values, for the following that will be flagged in the 
green boxes where relevant:
• variances of more than 15% between totals for individual boxes (except variances of less than £200); 
• variances of £100,000 or more require explanation regardless of the % variation year on year;
• New from 2025/26 onwards: variances of £500,000 or more in Box 3 require explanation regardless of the % 
variation year on year for smaller authorities with income and/or expenditure exceeding £6,500,000

5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment



Bank Reconciliation 2024-2025 EXAMPLE

At the Bank 31/03/2024 £10,600.81

Add.
North Yorkshire Council Precept £5,750.00
HMRC VAT Refund £277.71
Grass Cutting £184.78
Caretaker Grant £2,750.00
Court Leet £300.00
TOTAL £9,262.49

Cheques from March 2024 not cleared until Apr 2025
None

Deduct
671 YLCA Membership £64.00
672/676/677/679/685/685/687/689/692/697/701/702 Caretaker £4,438.00
BACS Insurance £304.00
668/670/680/681/682/698/699 Clerks Salary £3,745.84
684 Annual Internal Audit £168.00
674/686 Supplier Costs £245.74
669/682 Clerks expenses £96.59
690/695 Wall Maintenance £411.00
678/683/696/703 Payroll costs £420.00
693 Training £35.20
673 Village Hall wifi £60.00
694 Poppy Wreath £22.25
Debit ICO annual fee £35.00

TOTAL Expenditure in 2024-25 £10,045.62

TOTAL CARRY FORWARD £9,817.68

At the Bank 31/03/2025 £9,817.68

VOID Cheques Cheq no. Date
Duplicate P&A Gospel Lanscapes 700 01/02/2025

returned cheq P&A Gospel Landscapes 691 25/11/2024
Incorrect Cheq - shredded 675 15/05/2024



Apr 25

Page 2

Bank Reconcilliation at April 25

Bank Balance at 11/4/2025 8,445.60£                

Add - Uncleared deposits
None

Total -£                         

Deduct. Uncleared payments out
None

Total -£                         

Bank Balance adjusted 8,445.60£                

General Ledger Balance at 11/4/2025 8,445.60£                

-£                         



May 25

Page 3

Bank Reconcilliation at May 25

Bank Balance at 12/5/2025 12,216.60£              

Add - Uncleared deposits
None

Total -£                         

Deduct. Uncleared payments out
None

Total -£                         

Bank Balance adjusted 12,216.60£              

General Ledger Balance at 12/5/2025 12,216.60£              

-£                         



June 25

Page 4

Bank Reconcilliation at June 25

Bank Balance at 30/6/2025 10,741.77£              

Add - Uncleared deposits
None

Total -£                         

Deduct. Uncleared payments out

Total -£                         

Bank Balance adjusted 10,741.77£              

General Ledger Balance at 30/6/2025 10,741.77£              

0



July 25 

Page 5

Bank Reconcilliation at July 25

Bank Balance at 31/7/2025 8,568.52£                

Add - Uncleared deposits
None

Total -£                         

Deduct. Uncleared payments out

Total -£                         

Bank Balance adjusted 8,568.52£                

General Ledger Balance at 31/7/2025 8,568.52£                

0



Aug 25

Page 6

Bank Reconcilliation at August 25

Bank Balance at 31/8/2025 6,719.52£                

Add - Uncleared deposits
None

Total -£                         

Deduct. Uncleared payments out

Total -£                         

Bank Balance adjusted 6,719.52£                

General Ledger Balance at 31/8/2025 6,719.52£                

0



Details Expense Income Balance

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement) 9,817.68£                 

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year) 9,817.68£                 

INCOME
George Winn Darley - Donation 500.00£                     
NYC - 1st Precept Payment 4,075.00£                 
HMRC VART Reclaim 211.17£                     
NYC - Grass Cutting Grant 184.78£                     
NYC - 2nd Precept Payment 4,075.00£                 

Total - Income 9,045.95£                 18,863.63£              

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for payment (Apr - Aug) 7,884.33£                 

Total - Expenses 7,884.33£                 10,979.30£              

CLOSING BALANCE (Sept 2025 Bank Statement) 10,979.30£              

Hutton le Hole Parish Council
huttonlehole.org.uk

Bank Reconciliation



Details Expense Income Balance

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement) 9,817.68£                 

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year) 9,817.68£                 

INCOME
George Winn Darley - Donation 500.00£                     
NYC - 1st Precept Payment 4,075.00£                 
HMRC VART Reclaim 211.17£                     
NYC - Grass Cutting Grant 184.78£                     
NYC - 2nd Precept Payment 4,075.00£                 
Court Leet 300.00£                     

Total - Income 9,345.95£                 19,163.63£              

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for payment (Apr - Aug) 7,884.33£                 
Accounts passed for payment (Oct) 1,852.19£                 

Total - Expenses 9,736.52£                 9,427.11£                 

CLOSING BALANCE (Oct 2025 Bank Statement) 9,731.11£                 

Hutton le Hole Parish Council
huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk

Bank Reconciliation



Details Expense Income Balance

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement) 9,817.68£                 

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year) 9,817.68£                 

INCOME
George Winn Darley - Donation 500.00£                     
NYC - 1st Precept Payment 4,075.00£                 
HMRC VART Reclaim 211.17£                     
NYC - Grass Cutting Grant 184.78£                     
NYC - 2nd Precept Payment 4,075.00£                 
Court Leet 300.00£                     
NYMPA 2,750.00£                 

Total - Income 12,095.95£              21,913.63£              

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for payment (Apr - Aug) 7,884.33£                 
Accounts passed for payment (Oct) 1,852.19£                 
Accounts passed for payment (Nov) 11.99£                        

Total - Expenses 9,748.51£                 12,165.12£              

CLOSING BALANCE (Nov 2025 Bank Statement) 12,165.12£              

Hutton le Hole Parish Council
huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk

Bank Reconciliation



Details Expense Income Balance

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement) 9,817.68£                 

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year) 9,817.68£                 

INCOME
George Winn Darley - Donation 500.00£                     
NYC - 1st Precept Payment 4,075.00£                 
HMRC VART Reclaim 211.17£                     
NYC - Grass Cutting Grant 184.78£                     
NYC - 2nd Precept Payment 4,075.00£                 
Court Leet 300.00£                     
NYMPA 2,750.00£                 

Total - Income 12,095.95£              21,913.63£              

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for payment (Apr - Aug) 7,884.33£                 
Accounts passed for payment (Oct) 1,852.19£                 
Accounts passed for payment (Nov) 11.99£                        
Hugofox - Dec 11.99£                        
P&A Gospel 368.00£                     
Dave Bentley - Chq 60.00£                        

Total - Expenses 10,188.50£              11,725.13£              

CLOSING BALANCE (Dec 2025 Bank Statement) 11,785.13£              

Hutton le Hole Parish Council
huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk

Bank Reconciliation



Details Expense Income Balance

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement) 9,817.68£                 

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year) 9,817.68£                 

INCOME
George Winn Darley - Donation 500.00£                     
NYC - 1st Precept Payment 4,075.00£                 
HMRC VART Reclaim 211.17£                     
NYC - Grass Cutting Grant 184.78£                     
NYC - 2nd Precept Payment 4,075.00£                 
Court Leet 300.00£                     
NYMPA 2,750.00£                 

Total - Income 12,095.95£              21,913.63£              

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for payment (Apr - Aug) 7,884.33£                 
Accounts passed for payment (Oct) 1,852.19£                 
Accounts passed for payment (Nov) 11.99£                        
Hugofox - Dec 11.99£                        
P&A Gospel 368.00£                     
Dave Bentley - Chq 60.00£                        
Poppy Wreath 22.25£                        
Clerk Salary 1,017.23£                 
HMRC - Tax 91.00£                        
Hugofox - Jan 11.99£                        
Hugofox Emails - Jan 11.99£                        
SGW - Payroll 105.00£                     
ICO 47.00£                        

Total - Expenses 11,494.96£              10,418.67£              

CLOSING BALANCE (Jan 2026 Bank Statement) 10,418.67£              

Hutton le Hole Parish Council
huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk

Bank Reconciliation



Details Expense Income Balance

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement) 9,817.68£                 

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year) 9,817.68£                 

INCOME
George Winn Darley - Donation 500.00£                     
NYC - 1st Precept Payment 4,075.00£                 
HMRC VART Reclaim 211.17£                     
NYC - Grass Cutting Grant 184.78£                     
NYC - 2nd Precept Payment 4,075.00£                 
Court Leet 300.00£                     
NYMPA 2,750.00£                 

Total - Income 12,095.95£              21,913.63£              

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for payment (Apr - Aug) 7,884.33£                 
Accounts passed for payment (Oct) 1,852.19£                 
Accounts passed for payment (Nov) 11.99£                        
Accounts passed for Payment (Feb) 2,050.45£                 
Hugofox - Website 11.99£                        
Hugofox - Emails 11.99£                        

Total - Expenses 11,822.94£              10,090.69£              

CLOSING BALANCE (Feb 2026 Bank Statement) 10,090.69£              

Hutton le Hole Parish Council
huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk

Bank Reconciliation



Details Expense Income Balance

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement) 9,817.68£                 

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year) 9,817.68£                 

INCOME
George Winn Darley - Donation 500.00£                     
NYC - 1st Precept Payment 4,075.00£                 
HMRC VART Reclaim 211.17£                     
NYC - Grass Cutting Grant 184.78£                     
NYC - 2nd Precept Payment 4,075.00£                 
Court Leet 300.00£                     
NYMPA 2,750.00£                 

Total - Income 12,095.95£              21,913.63£              

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for payment (Apr - Aug) 7,884.33£                 
Accounts passed for payment (Oct) 1,852.19£                 
Accounts passed for payment (Nov) 11.99£                        
Accounts passed for Payment (Feb) 2,050.45£                 
Accounts passed for Payment (March) 327.98£                     
HugoFox 11.99£                        
HugoFox 11.99£                        

Total - Expenses 12,150.92£              9,762.71£                 

CLOSING BALANCE (March 2026 Bank Statement) 9,762.71£                 

Hutton le Hole Parish Council
huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk

Bank Reconciliation



Parish Council Name: Hutton le Hole Financial Year Ending (31 March): 31/03/2026

Responsible Financial Officer: Emily Jewell Date Prepared: 2/4/2026

Reviewed by: Date Reviewed:

Description £ £

Opening Balance (1 April — per cashbook) £9,817.68

Total Receipts (per cashbook) £12,095.95

Total Payments (per cashbook) £12,150.92

Closing Balance per Cashbook (A) £9,762.71

Account / Description Bank Statement 
Balance £ Notes

Account 1 —  Natwest £9,762.71

Total Bank Statement Balance (B) £9,762.71

Description Amount £ Reference / Notes

Total Outstanding Payments (C) £0.00

Total Outstanding Receipts (D) £0.00

Bank Statement Balance (B) £9,762.71

Less:  Outstanding Payments (C) £0.00

Add:   Outstanding Receipts (D) £0.00

Adjusted Bank Balance  (B - C + D) £9,762.71

Cashbook Closing Balance (A) £9,762.71

DIFFERENCE  (must equal £0.00) £0.00

RFO Signature:

Print Name:

Date:

Chair Signature:

Print Name:

Date:

Add: Outstanding Receipts (received but not yet credited on bank statement)

SECTION 4 — RECONCILIATION PROOF

SECTION 5 — DECLARATION & SIGNATURES

I/We confirm that this bank reconciliation has been prepared from the cashbook and bank statements of the above parish council and that, to the best 
of my/our knowledge, it is accurate and complete as at 31 March in the year stated above.

Emily Jewell

2.4.2026

Less: Outstanding Payments (issued but not yet cleared on bank statement)

PARISH COUNCIL BANK RECONCILIATION
Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR)

SECTION 1 — CASHBOOK SUMMARY  (as at 31 March)

SECTION 2 — BANK STATEMENT BALANCE  (as at 31 March)

SECTION 3 — RECONCILING ITEMS


