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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2

To be completed only by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other smaller
authorities* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000 or less,

that meet the qualifying criteria, and that wish to CERTIFY themselves as EXEMPT from
a limited assurance review

Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return 2025/26

. Every smaller authonly in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000 or

less must, after the end of each financial year, complete Form 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return in accordance with Proper Practices, unless the authority:

« does not meet the qualifying criteria for exemption; or

v does not wistt o cerlily seil as exempt

Smaller authorities where the higher of all gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does not exceed
£25,000 and that meet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are able to declare
themealvee axemnt from sending the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return tn the
extemal auditor for a limited assurance review provided the authority completes:

a) The Certificate of Exempiion, page 3 and reiuins a copy of it to the exierai auditor either Dy eriaii of by
post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026 Failure to do so will result in reminder letter(s) for which the
Authority will be charged £40 +VAT for each letter; and

b) The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Form 2) which is made up of:

c¢) Annual Internal Audit Report (page 4) must be completed by the authority’s intemal auditor.

d) Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement (page 5) must be completed and approved by the authority.

e) Section 2 — Accounting Statements (page 6) must be completed and approved by the authority. NOTE:
Authorities certifving themselves as exemnt SHOUIL D NOT send the completed Annunal Governance
and Accountability Return to the external auditor.

The authority muet annmvye Section 1 Annual Governance Statement hefare approving Section 2 Accounting

Statements and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage before 1 July 2026

Publication Requirements

Smaller authorities must publish various documents on a publicly available website as required by the
Accouiits and Audit Regutations 2015, the Local Audit (Simiaiier Authorities) Reguiations 2015 and the
Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. These include:

- Certificate of Exemption, page 3

« Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26, page 4

- Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26, page 5

« Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26, page 6

« Analysis of variances

« Bank reconciliation

« Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Limited Assurance Review

Any smaller authority may request a limited assurance review. If so, the authority should not certify itself
as exempt or complete the Certificate of Exemption. Instead it should complete Form 3 of the AGAR
2025/26 and retumn it to the external auditor together with the supporting documentation requested by
the external auditor. The cost to the authority for the review will be £210 +VAT.

YT P R Y e N P e

The Aninaar -Go'.'emaru?a i ACOouTay NetuT Cositites (e anaat etdin TONITEY 1 T e Acoounts and Audit Regutations 2015,
Throughout, the words ‘extemnal audifor’ have the same meaning as the words 'local auditor' in the Accounts and Audit Regutations 2015.
“fur @ vonpete insi uf budies irat iray e siraifor authurities refer o suivdute 2 tu the Loval Audit and Avvouniauiily Aut 2074,
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2026/26 Form 2 Page 1 of 6
Local Councils, Intemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities \




Guldance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2026/26, Sections 1 and 2

« An authonity that wishea to daclare ltaelf exempt from the requirement for a limited assurance review must do
0 At a maating of tha authority aftar 3 March 2020 11 ahonld not aubmit Ita Annual Governance and
Accountability Retum to the external auditor. Howaver, as part of n more proporiionate regime, the authority
must comply with the requirements of the Transparency Coda for Smaller Authorities.

« The Certificate of Exemption must be retumad to the external auditor no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder
letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT for each lettar,

« The authority must comply with Proper Practices In completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR and the
Certificate of Exemption. Proper Practices are found In the Practitioners’ Guide* which is updated from
time to time and containg averything neaded to prepare auccessfully for the financial year-and

« The authonity should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Govemance Statement and the accounts.

« The Annual Govemance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day,

« The Responsible Financial Officer (RFQ) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are prasented
to the authority for approval. The authority must In this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts,

+ The RFO is required to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 working days
for inspection (this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of
July.

* Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly Initialled.

« Use the checkiist provided betow to review the AGAR for completeness at the meeting at which it 1s signed off,

* You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

* The authority must publish numerical and narrative explanations for significant variances in the accounting
statements on page 6. Guidance is provided in the Practitioners’ Guide* which may assist.

* Make sure that the accounting statements add up and the balance camed forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026)

» The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights for a single period of 30 working days for inspection ( this excludes weekends and
public Holidays) which must include the first ten working days of July.

~ Tive auihonity must pubiish, on the authority website/wsbpage, the mformation required by Reguiation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the extemai auditor before i Juiy 2026

All sections Have aii highiighted boxes been compieted?
Have the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights been published?

Internal Audit Report | Haveall highlightedboxes been completed by theinternal auditor and explanations provided?

Section 1 For any statementtowhich the response s ‘no’, is an explanation available for publication?
Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements hefore

presentation to the authority for approval?

Has the authority’s approvat of the accounting statenieits been confimied
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 87?

Is an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 available, should
a question be raised by a focai eiector and/or an interesied party?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds — have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a

sole managing trustee? (Local Councils only)

*Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England - a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices,
can he downloaded from www,nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk
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Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2025/26 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2026 and that
wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of
the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and
Accountability Retum to the extemal auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a
meeting of the authority after 31 March 2026 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no
later than 30 June 2026 notifyina the extemal auditor.

HUTTON LE HOLE PARISH COUNCIL

certifies that during the financial year 2025/26, the higher of the authority's total gross income for
the year or totai gross annuai expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2025/26: £12,085.85

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2025/26: £12,150.92

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it

cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Govemance and Accountability Retumn
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

* The authority was in existence on 1st April 2022
* In relation to the preceding financial year (2024/25), the external auditor has not:
* issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
* made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
* issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 (“the Act”). and has not withdrawn the notice

» commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
« made an apnlication under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and

e -l S e S

the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration

- The gourt has not declared an item of account unlawfd after 3 person made an appea! under secion 28(3) of the Act

If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate ot Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual Intemal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the hank reconciliation plus the infarmation required hy Requlation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
alana uith o ~ame Af thic rartifinata nithlichad Aan tha antharihy u:oheih:lnu:hnann" hafara 1 Lihs 2024
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Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer  Date | confirm that this Certificate of
Exemption was approved by
12 05 2026 -| this aythority on this date: 1205 2020
Date as recorded in minute reference:
12-05 20 q|26-

Telephone number

s of Authority
Clerk@huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk 07875760267

“Published web address

www histtonlehole-ne

nnv il
FV!”V

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returmned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2026 Reminder etters for iate submission wiii incur a charge of £40 + VAT.
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
HUTTON LE HOLE PARISH COUNCIL
www.huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on
the basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the reievant
procedures and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The intemal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the intemal audit conclusions are summarised in
this table. Set out below are the objectives of intemal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions
on whether in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year
to a standard adequate to meet the needs of this authority.

O O1 O 2 C 0

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properiy kept througnout the financiai year. v

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all W
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropnately accounted for. i

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy W,

of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against | _,
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate. >

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly <y
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for. e

F. Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved L
and VAT appropriately accounted for. g

G. Salaries to emplovees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

<

H. Asset and investmente registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis
(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an
el omrsombon meodid bmmil Emmon sim A i e sammnda anmd iidhana Acmmennaciaba dabhblans cnd Avadibaas taan
autyuait auunt uan nvin unuvnymg ITTWIIUD aliuy Wit o GPPIV}II'GIU UTWIVID allud WITUnVIio wei e
property recorded.

K. if tie authority certined iseil as exempt o a inmied assurance review in 2024/25, it net ine
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (/f the authority had a limited assurance
review of its 2024/25 AGAR tick “not covered”)

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of v

H cenlid 5 bl $bn 1 Arnd lamialatinn
the intemal audit in accordance with the reievant \egisiaudn.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
puibtic rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Reguiations (during the 2025/26 AGAR period, v
were public rights in relation to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).

D S AN AN

AN

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2024/25 AGAR v
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).
0. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and v

Anbn Amemmlio-

Gawa Compnaiice.

P. (For local councils only) o o s
Trust funds {inciuding charitabie) — The councii met its responsiilies as a rusiee. v

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if

needed). Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the intemal audit
20/0412028 Helen Alison Dodgsen

Qinnatiira nf renrn -ubn 3 AAIA LA IAAAA

V:urm\mv -~ %M) e re - 4”’”4,‘0‘0

carried outthe internal audit YS/ Abuson De nw Date

*if the response is ‘no’ piease state the implications and acfion being taken to address any weakness in control identified (add separate sheets if needed).

**Note; If the response is ‘not covered’ please state when the most recent Internal audit work was done in this area and when it is next planned; or,
if COvETags o oA TEGUITGd, S8 el iAGIIAr Bk TOROTE IWISE SARTBI WYY 110t (aud Separate shésts if nesdsd).
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

HUTTON LE HOLE PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internai control, inciuding arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

Agreed

[ Yes No* Yes means that this authority

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial prepared its accounting statements In accordance
management during the year, and for the preparation of / with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

the accounting statements.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for sateguarding the public money and resources in

and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. its charge.
3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters SRS 1R has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

significant financial effect on the ability of this
authority to conduct its business or manage its
finances.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this considered and documented the financial and other risks it

authority and took appropriate steps to manage those / ' faces and dealt with them properly.

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.

ralbe imalaAins Hha imbradiisdbian Af intarnal anntrale Andlar
TSI, WImIam Ty Ve 1R ewAToT Y O ITRGT i TOTIN G0 O Ve OF

external insurance cover where required.

B. \We maintainad thraunhait the vear an adeauate and Arranmad far A Anmnabant narnan indAanandant Af tha fnanaial
BR A LSRtc s St tall it e AR At Lo Aic ) uhe ans GITOTIgOa 10T 0 U IJCVGT IV JR0) D017, 17 RGOt Rt 13 T \F I 11 s Pt Gt

effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
external audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them

in the araniintina ctatamante
IS QTN SS=RNSNS.

8. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitahle In our canacity a¢ the sole managing trictee
we discharged our accountability responsibilities for the
fund(s)/assets, including financial reporting and, if

required, independent examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities where as a body
corporate it is a sole managing trustee of 2 Incal tnist

corporat oY

or trusts.

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT x | has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data
and data management in accordance with proper management and has complied with proper practices in
practices during the year under review. doing so.

*For any statement to which the response is ‘no’, an explanation must be
published

Cinnad hu tha Nhair and Nlarl, ~AF bh'e mantinm wuihara
i U’u!'\a\l u’ UG Wnian Qg Wi v u nme\n w Iel@
This Annual Govemapce Statement was approved at a approval was given;
meeting of the authority on:

12. .05 2026 Chair L[]

and recorded as minute reference:

q |26 Clerk é’w g

Information required by the Transparency Code (not part of the Annual Governance Statement)
Yes No

The authority website is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has been published.

www.huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for
HUTTON LE HOLE PARISH COUNCIL

Year ending Notes and guidance

31 March 31 March Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any

2025 2026 boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures
£ must agree to underlying financial records

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
forward $623 5818/ as recorded in the financiai records. Vaiue must agree
to Box 7 of previous year.
2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 5750 8150 | received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.
3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
3512 3946 | the precept or rates/ievies received (ime 2). include any
grants received.
4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
2074 4384 empioyers i contributions, empioyers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest

repayments 0 0| made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).
6. (-) All other payments e Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
02393 TTOT | book less staff costs (iine 4) and ioan interest/capitai
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances camed Total balances and reserves at the end of the year.
forward 9818 9763 | must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 9818 9763/ holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
long term investments 4R78 AR7R| up of all its fixed assefs and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Tota! bomrowings The outstanding capital halance as at 31 March of 2l loans

0 0 from third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

11 Do ".'e ﬁ.gures “ .th.e accoufting , For quidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33.
staienrerds abuve exciude ary Trusi

transactions?

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the | confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Accounting Statements in this Annual Covernance and approved by this authority on this date:

Accountability Return have been prepared on either a

receinte and naymente or income and expenditure bhasis
following the guidance in Governance and Accountability for 12 062026 -
Smaller Authorities — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper

Practices and present fairly the financial position of this o
authority. as recorded in minute reference:

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being Aal26 -
presented to the authority for approval.

@-@\)-Q/LJ\ . Signed by Chair of the meeting wher e
ed

Accoyun Statepfer\is were ap
03 04 2024 |
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Smaller authority name: HUTTON LE HOLE PARISH COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY
RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

NOTICE

1. Date of announcement 13 May 2026

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this notice.
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has
certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor’s review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR,
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to
those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested.
For the year ended 31 March 2026, these documents will be available on
reasonable notice by application to:

Emily Jewell
Clerk/RFO
Clerk@huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk

commencing on Wednesday 3 June 2026

and ending on Tuesday 14 July 2026
3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

e The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

e The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor. The appointed
auditor is:

PKEF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
30 Churchill Place
London E14 5RE

(sba@pkf-l.com)

5. This announcement is made by Emily Jewell — Clerk/RFO



mailto:sba@pkf-l.com

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Requlations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) — (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July
2026 for 2025/26 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor’s remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/2/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/234/contents/made

advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area;

why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;

details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and

details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

A final word

You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against
an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to
your rights are available from the NAO website.



http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/2/contents
https://www.pkf-l.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Council-accounts-a-guide-to-your-rights.pdf
https://www.pkf-l.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Council-accounts-a-guide-to-your-rights.pdf

Explanation of variances — pro forma
Name of smaller authority:

County area (local councils and par
Insert figures from Section 2 of the AGAR in all Blue highlighted boxes

Next, please provide full explanations, including numerical values, for the following that will be flagged in the
green boxes where relevant:

« variances of more than 15% between totals for individual boxes (except variances of less than £200);

« variances of £100,000 or more require explanation regardless of the % variation year on year;

* New from 2025/26 onwards: variances of £500,000 or more in Box 3 require explanation regardless of the %
variation year on year for smaller authorities with income and/or expenditure exceeding £6,500,000

Explanation
2024/25 2025/26 Variance Variance Required?
£ £ 9

%

Automatic responses trigger below based on figures input,
DO NOT OVERWRITE THESE BOXES

Explanation from smaller authority (must include narrative and supporting figures)

required - Balance brought forward does not agree, query | |

1 Balances Brought Forward this

2 Precept or Rates and Levies There had been no precept increase since 2017 until November 2024 when it was increased to £8150 to

5,750 8,150 2,400 41.74% YES prempt the removal of £2750 caretaker grant and inflation which had increased significantly

3 Total Other Receipts iz ] e 433 12.34% NO I |
4 Staff Cost There have been 3 clerks in this time. Hours have increased when the new clerk joined in 2024 as well
alt Costs 1,410  47.42% YES as pay rises approved in line with the NALC and LGPS recommendation.
5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment E E 0 0.00% NO [ [ |
There has been additional unforseen maintenance of the dry stone walls along with the additional cost of
6 All Other Payments a new website to maintain compliance with assertion 10 and councillor emails. There has also been a
6,293 7,767 1473  23.41% YES new clerk appointed who required training for the role alongside recruitment costs
7 Balances Carried Forward [VARIANCE EXPLANATIONNOTREQURED ]
9 Total Fixed Assets plus Other Long Term Investments and As{__ 4,678 4,678 0  0.00% NO [ [ |
10 Total Borrowings ] 0 0.00% NO ] [ |

Rounding errors of up to £2 are tolerable

Variances of £200 or less are tolerable



Bank Reconciliation 2024-2025 EXAMPLE

At the Bank 31/03/2024

Add.

North Yorkshire Council Precept

HMRC VAT Refund
Grass Cutting
Caretaker Grant
Court Leet

TOTAL

Cheques from March 2024 not cleared until Apr 2025

None

Deduct
671 YLCA Membership

672/676/677/679/685/685/687/689/692/697/701/702 Caretaker

BACS Insurance

668/670/680/681/682/698/699 Clerks Salary

684 Annual Internal Audit
674/686 Supplier Costs
669/682 Clerks expenses
690/695 Wall Maintenance
678/683/696/703 Payroll costs
693 Training

673 Village Hall wifi

694 Poppy Wreath

Debit ICO annual fee

TOTAL Expenditure in 2024-25
TOTAL CARRY FORWARD

At the Bank 31/03/2025

VOID Cheques

Duplicate P&A Gospel Lanscapes

returned cheq P&A Gospel Landscapes

Incorrect Cheq - shredded

£5,750.00
£277.71
£184.78
£2,750.00
£300.00

£64.00
£4,438.00
£304.00
£3,745.84
£168.00
£245.74
£96.59
£411.00
£420.00
£35.20
£60.00
£22.25
£35.00

Cheq no.
700
691
675

£10,600.81

£9,262.49

£10,045.62

£9,817.68

£9,817.68

Date
01/02/2025
25/11/2024
15/05/2024



Bank Reconcilliation at April 25

Bank Balance at 11/4/2025

Add - Uncleared deposits
None

Total
Deduct. Uncleared payments out

None

Total

Bank Balance adjusted

General Ledger Balance at 11/4/2025

Apr 25

Page 2

8,445.60

8,445.60

8,445.60



Bank Reconcilliation at May 25

Bank Balance at 12/5/2025

Add - Uncleared deposits
None

Total
Deduct. Uncleared payments out

None

Total

Bank Balance adjusted

General Ledger Balance at 12/5/2025

May 25

Page 3

12,216.60

12,216.60

12,216.60



Bank Reconcilliation at June 25

Bank Balance at 30/6/2025

Add - Uncleared deposits
None

Total

Deduct. Uncleared payments out

Total

Bank Balance adjusted

General Ledger Balance at 30/6/2025

June 25

Page 4

10,741.77

10,741.77

10,741.77



Bank Reconcilliation at July 25

Bank Balance at 31/7/2025

Add - Uncleared deposits
None

Total

Deduct. Uncleared payments out

Total

Bank Balance adjusted

General Ledger Balance at 31/7/2025

July 25

Page 5

8,568.52

8,568.52

8,568.52



Bank Reconcilliation at August 25

Bank Balance at 31/8/2025

Add - Uncleared deposits
None

Total

Deduct. Uncleared payments out

Total

Bank Balance adjusted

General Ledger Balance at 31/8/2025

Aug 25

Page 6

6,719.52

6,719.52

6,719.52



Hutton le Hole Parish Council
huttonlehole.org.uk

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
George Winn Darley - Donation
NYC - 1st Precept Payment
HMRC VART Reclaim
NYC - Grass Cutting Grant
NYC - 2nd Precept Payment
Total - Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for payment (Apr - Aug)

Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (Sept 2025 Bank Statement)

£

7,884.33

500.00
4,075.00
211.17
184.78
4,075.00

MM MmN

9,045.95

£

7,884.33

Balance

9,817.68

9,817.68

18,863.63

10,979.30

10,979.30




Hutton le Hole Parish Council
huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
George Winn Darley - Donation
NYC - 1st Precept Payment
HMRC VART Reclaim
NYC - Grass Cutting Grant
NYC - 2nd Precept Payment
Court Leet

Total - Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for payment (Apr - Aug)
Accounts passed for payment (Oct)

Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (Oct 2025 Bank Statement)

Expense Income

£ 500.00
£ 4,075.00
£ 211.17
£ 184.78
£ 4,075.00
£ 300.00
£ 9,345.95

£ 7,884.33

£ 1,852.19

£ 9,736.52

Balance

9,817.68

9,817.68

19,163.63

9,427.11

9,731.11




Hutton le Hole Parish Council
huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
George Winn Darley - Donation
NYC - 1st Precept Payment
HMRC VART Reclaim
NYC - Grass Cutting Grant
NYC - 2nd Precept Payment
Court Leet
NYMPA

Total- Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for payment (Apr - Aug)
Accounts passed for payment (Oct)
Accounts passed for payment (Nov)

Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (Nov 2025 Bank Statement)

Expense Income

£ 500.00
£ 4,075.00
£ 211.17
£ 184.78
£ 4,075.00
£ 300.00
£ 2,750.00
£ 12,095.95

£ 7,884.33

e 1,852.19

£ 11.99

£ 9,748.51

Balance

9,817.68

9,817.68

21,913.63

12,165.12

12,165.12




Hutton le Hole Parish Council
huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
George Winn Darley - Donation
NYC - 1st Precept Payment
HMRC VART Reclaim
NYC - Grass Cutting Grant
NYC - 2nd Precept Payment
Court Leet
NYMPA

Total- Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for payment (Apr - Aug)
Accounts passed for payment (Oct)
Accounts passed for payment (Nov)
Hugofox - Dec
P&A Gospel
Dave Bentley - Chq

Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (Dec 2025 Bank Statement)

Expense Income

£ 500.00
£ 4,075.00
£ 211.17
£ 184.78
£ 4,075.00
£ 300.00
£ 2,750.00
£ 12,095.95

£ 7,884.33

£ 1,852.19

£ 11.99

£ 11.99

£ 368.00

£ 60.00

£ 10,188.50

Balance

9,817.68

9,817.68

21,913.63

11,725.13

11,785.13




Hutton le Hole Parish Council
huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
George Winn Darley - Donation
NYC - 1st Precept Payment
HMRC VART Reclaim
NYC - Grass Cutting Grant
NYC - 2nd Precept Payment
Court Leet
NYMPA

Total - Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for payment (Apr - Aug)
Accounts passed for payment (Oct)
Accounts passed for payment (Nov)
Hugofox - Dec
P&A Gospel
Dave Bentley - Chq
Poppy Wreath
Clerk Salary
HMRC - Tax
Hugofox - Jan
Hugofox Emails - Jan
SGW - Payroll
ICO

Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (Jan 2026 Bank Statement)

Expense Income

£ 500.00
£ 4,075.00
£ 211.17
£ 184.78
£ 4,075.00
£ 300.00
£ 2,750.00
£ 12,095.95

£ 7,884.33

£ 1,852.19

£ 11.99

£ 11.99

£ 368.00

£ 60.00

£ 22.25

£ 1,017.23

£ 91.00

£ 11.99

£ 11.99

£ 105.00

£ 47.00

£ 11,494.96

£

£

£

£

£

Balance

9,817.68

9,817.68

21,913.63

10,418.67

10,418.67




Hutton le Hole Parish Council
huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
George Winn Darley - Donation
NYC - 1st Precept Payment
HMRC VART Reclaim
NYC - Grass Cutting Grant
NYC - 2nd Precept Payment
Court Leet
NYMPA

Total - Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for payment
Accounts passed for payment
Accounts passed for payment
Accounts passed for Payment
Hugofox - Website
Hugofox - Emails

Apr - Aug)
Oct)
Nov)
Feb)

—_— o~ — —

Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (Feb 2026 Bank Statement)

Expense Income

£ 500.00
£ 4,075.00
£ 211.17
£ 184.78
£ 4,075.00
£ 300.00
£ 2,750.00
£ 12,095.95

£ 7,884.33

£ 1,852.19

£ 11.99

£ 2,050.45

£ 11.99

£ 11.99

£ 11,822.94

£

£

£

£

£

Balance

9,817.68

9,817.68

21,913.63

10,090.69

10,090.69




Hutton le Hole Parish Council
huttonlehole-pc.gov.uk

Bank Reconciliation

Details

OPENING BALANCE (Apr 2025 Bank Statement)

OPENING BALANCE (2025-2026 Fical Year)

INCOME
George Winn Darley - Donation
NYC - 1st Precept Payment
HMRC VART Reclaim
NYC - Grass Cutting Grant
NYC - 2nd Precept Payment
Court Leet
NYMPA

Total - Income

EXPENSES
Accounts passed for payment (Apr - Aug)
Accounts passed for payment (Oct)
Accounts passed for payment (Nov)
Accounts passed for Payment (Feb)
Accounts passed for Payment (March)
HugoFox
HugoFox

Total - Expenses

CLOSING BALANCE (March 2026 Bank Statement)

Expense Income

£ 500.00
£ 4,075.00
£ 211.17
£ 184.78
£ 4,075.00
£ 300.00
£ 2,750.00
£ 12,095.95

£ 7,884.33

£ 1,852.19

£ 11.99

£ 2,050.45

£ 327.98

£ 11.99

£ 11.99

£ 12,150.92

£

£

£

£

£

Balance

9,817.68

9,817.68

21,913.63

9,762.71

9,762.71




PAR O BA R O A O
A al Govema & Acco ab Re AGAR
Parish Council Name: Hutton le Hole| Financial Year Ending (31 March): 31/03/2026
Emily Jewell| Date Prepared: 2/4/2026

Responsible Financial Officer:

Reviewed by:

Description

£

Date Reviewed:

SECTION 1 — CASHBOOK SUMMARY (as at 31 March)

£

Opening Balance (1 April — per cashbook) £9,817.68
Total Receipts (per cashbook) £12,095.95
Total Payments (per cashbook) £12,150.92
Closing Balance per Cashbook (A) £9,762.71

BA A

o De ptio o
Account 1 — Natwest £9,762.71
Total Bank Statement Balance (B) £9,762.71

Description

Less: Outstanding Payments (issued but not yet cleared on bank statement)

Amount £

SECTION 3 — RECONCILING ITEMS

Reference / Notes

Total Outstanding Payments (C)

Add: O anding Receip eceived but no

Total Outstanding Receipts (D)

£0.00

SECTION 4 — RECONCILIATION PROOF

Bank Statement Balance (B) £9,762.71
Less: Outstanding Payments (C) £0.00
Add: Outstanding Receipts (D) £0.00
Adjusted Bank Balance (B-C + D) £9,762.71
Cashbook Closing Balance (A) £9,762.71
DIFFERENCE (must equal £0.00) £0.00

SECTION 5 — DECLARATION & SIGNATURES

I/We confirm that this bank reconciliation has been prepared from the cashbook and bank statements of the above parish council and that, to the best
of my/our knowledge, it is accurate and complete as at 31 %a{ch in the year stated above.

RFO Signature:

Print Name:

Emi IyH'ereI |

Date:

2.4.2026

Chair Signature:

Print Name:

Date:




