


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins, (Chair), Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr A Hopkins, Cllr H Rogers, Cllr S Pennell and T Grimes (Clerk) 

1. To elect a chair
MM nominated LH. SP seconded this and LH agreed to continue.

2. To sign the acceptance of office
The form was signed.

3. To elect a vice chair
GH nominated MM and SP seconded it. MM agreed to continue.

4. To consider any apologies for absence
BL gave apologies, being on holiday. SM gave apologies, having another meeting.

5. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s pay.

6. To co-opt a councillor
George Paton expressed an interest in returning to the council and having valued his contributions in the past, councillors were keen to co-opt him back to council.

RESOLVED: To co-opt George Paton to the council.
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

7. To sign the acceptance of office
GP signed the acceptance of office. The clerk confirmed that a new email address would be requested from Hugofox. It was also suggested that GP be added back into the signatories on the bank account.

8. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 7th April 2026 
SP asked for a minor change to the agenda and this was made prior to the minutes being accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

9. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
There were no members of the public present but LH reported having received a comment about wall at the cross roads. The clerk reported having received comments about the mess and wanting use of the bench reinstated. It was felt perhaps they thought it had fallen down but workmen have been there so it is assumed work is finally underway and the bench will be accessible again shortly. 

10. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
There was nothing to report.

11. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
No-one was present to comment.

12. To consider matters related to flooding 
MM remarked upon the work taking place in the fields near the cross roads. The clerk reported having corresponded with DCllr SM. She was able to confirm this was work to improve drainage and hold some water back in times of flooding. It had been approved as a result of several flooding events in Sutton. The clerk requested that Carlton be included in any future discussions about work in the area since it would impact Carlton as well as Sutton.

13. To report on any ongoing issues from Pears’ lorries
Dog walkers have noticed a smell but at present it isn’t lingering like it did before.

14. To report on any ongoing issues at One Acre 
There was nothing to report.

15. To consider responding to the following consultations:
a. NSDC - Draft Interim Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 2026 and Draft Developer Contributions & Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 2026
LH asked if any councillors had comments to make. It was felt that this had little impact in Carlton and therefore no comment was necessary.

16. To consider responding to the following consultations:
a. Notts CC – Lengthsman Scheme
LH asked if anyone had any points to raise. It was felt that the scheme would not be beneficial because most of the work required in Carlton was beside roads with 60mph limits, which wasn’t permitted under the scheme.

17. To consider matters relating to the Great North Road Solar Farm including:
a. Joint Parishes Action Group 
LH reported there hadn’t been any further meetings. 

LH also confirmed that she had made a submission responding to the questions from the Planning Inspectorate for deadline 5 and a final submission for deadline 6.LH had also contacted the members of the biodiversity sub group regarding the proposed substation near the woodland at Carlton which is protected and should not have any building within 15 metres. 
The clerk reported that the planning consultant had issued a statement saying the examination closed on 28th April and all that remains is for the planning inspectorate to make a recommendation and for the Secretary of State for Energy and Net Zero to make a decision – expected 28th October at the earliest, but with 14 projects all completing and being decided in this period it could take longer.


18. To review the insurance cover and consider the quotes received
The clerk informed council that Zurich had sent a renewal with the same cover at £264. Clear Councils had emailed to say their cheapest policy started at £600 and Gallaghers had not replied to the request for a quote. 
It was felt the cover did not need to change and that Zurich remained the most competitive. The clerk was asked to check Hiscox to see whether they were competitive for future years.

RESOLVED: To renew with Zurich. 
(proposed M, seconded LH, carried unanimously)

19. To review councillor responsibilities
LH ran through the various responsibilities and with current Flood & Snow Warden,
Health & Safety Rep, Village Hall Liaison Rep and Safer Neighbourhoods Rep happy to continue, it was felt that no change was necessary. 
GP raised the matter of Safer Neighbourhood Meetings not really achieving anything – the police attend but don’t report crime stats or advise of action taken they simply listen to reports from councils. It was agreed this should be raised at the coming meeting, asking them to report meaningful information and proposed responses to concerns raised.

20. To review the membership, remit and terms of reference of committee and working groups
It was agreed that no change was needed, the planning and staffing committees would be instated as and when needed.

21. To consider a timetable of review for council policies
The clerk informed councillors that each policy was last reviewed between Jul 24 and Feb 25. The clerk was not aware of any updates since the last reviews. The only changes she was aware of were in Employment Law, impacting the clerk’s contract of employment and yet to be actioned. It was therefore felt that current policies were still appropriate and the clerk would continue to check for necessary updates.

22. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
The chair asked if everyone agreed with the figures and then signed the documents.
b. [bookmark: _Hlk225586598]To make a declaration of exemption from External Audit
LH asked councillors if they were happy for her to sign the certificate of exemption and then signed it.
c. To receive the internal audit report
The clerk informed councillors that MN had returned the accounts with no comments about the paperwork but had asked questions regarding bank signatories, computer password security and back up procedures to check risk awareness because this wasn’t evident within the paperwork; all was then considered satisfactory.
MN offered to do the accounts without payment, so it was agreed that a £25 gift voucher for the Nelson be given by way of thanks.
d. To complete the Annual Governance Statement
LH asked councillors if they felt all statements could be answered with ‘Yes’ and then completed the form and signed it.
e. To approve the Accounting Statement
LH asked councillors if they agreed with the figures and then signed the form.
f. To note receipt of the first precept payment of £3350
This was noted, along with receipt of £76.43 VAT reclaimed from 25/26 invoices.
g. To note the regular direct debits and standing orders
i. £20.99 for the email services from Hugofox
ii. TBC for the website hosting by Hugofox 
iii. Regular sum for clerks contracted hours.
The clerk noted that the Hugofox website hosting invoice had still not been received but the other payments were noted. The clerk also submitted a timesheet for 22 hrs 27 minutes meaning she had 13 hours 38 minutes in reserve to review the website accessibility and GDPR this month. 
h. To approve the following payments 
i. [bookmark: _Hlk225588325]Insurance as per 18 above
As per item 18 above, Zurich was the most competitive.

RESOLVED: To make a payment of £264 to Zurich.
(proposed: MM, seconded LH, carried unanimously)

23. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
MM noted that there was work taking place at the OK diner, which having checked NSDC planning, is an extension of the car park to include EV chargers.
The clerk noted that the Foxholes solar farm planning application was being decided at the NSDC planning committee meeting 7th May.

24. To note the date of the next meeting
The next council meeting will be the 2nd June 2027 at 7.30pm. 

The meeting closed at 20.34.
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