


TERRIBLE TRAGEDY. 

SUPPOSED DOUBLE MURDER 
AND ATTEMPTED SUICIDE. 

Love Lane, a lengthy and quiet roadway leading from Donnington to Shaw, on the 
northern boundaries of Newbury, was on Monday afternoon the scene of a terrible 
tragedy, involving the lives of a mother and her little girl of six months, while the man 
with whom the woman had lived also found with terrible wounds in his throat. The 
persons involved in these tragic events are members of a family well known 
throughout the northern portion of the county—the Rose family—who are travelling 
hawkers with pedlars’ licences. The man in the case is Joseph Rose, who is 25 
years of age, and the deceased are a young woman of 19 of the same name and 
their illegitimate child of six months. They had been living lately with other members 
of the Rose family under canvas in a field at Enborne. On Monday morning Rose 
and the woman and child came into Newbury to buy a wheel, being apparently on 
the point of leaving. How the tragedy came about, where the tragedy occurred, or 
what transpired when they got here, there is none to see. The police, however, 
suspect that the person who committed the crime had made his escape to the fields 
into an adjacent wood, but so far the police have been unable to trace any one. 
There was seen in the locality. Since he has been in hospital Rose has written on 
paper asking if the man has been found who cut his throat. Diligent search has been 
made all over the locality for the weapon that was employed, but without success at 
present. 

 

  

The inquest was held on Wednesday afternoon at Shaw-cum-Donnington Parish 
Hall, before the Coroner for West Berks (Mr. Stanley V. Pipkins) and a jury, of whom 
Mr. Edmund Rowles was chosen foreman. The jury first viewed the bodies, which 
were lying in a stable attached to Shaw House, not far from the scene of the tragedy. 
Supt. J. Gamble was present. 

John Rose, travelling hawker, who said he was now living at Enborne under canvas, 
identified the body as that of his daughter, who was 19 years of age. She had lived 
with him, and was not married, but lived with Joseph Rose as his wife. On Monday 
morning at ten o’clock she and Rose came from Enborne into Newbury to buy a 
wheel for a cart he had, bringing the baby with them in a small perambulator. There 
had never been any sign of quarrelling between them, and they went out that 
morning quite good friends. They had lived together for eighteen months. The child 
was just over five months old. He had never seen Rose with a knife. He only shaved 
occasionally, using a knife which was generally employed for making clothes pegs. 
Rose was his sister’s son. They had sufficient food. In September he and his 



daughter went hop-picking, coming back on the 30th. At that time Joseph Rose was 
at work at Basildon, which was his mother’s home, and he returned to them on 
October 17th (Newbury Fair Day). While they were away Joseph Rose wrote to her, 
asking her to return to him, and she replied that she would do so as soon as the hop 
season was over. Joseph did not go hop-picking with them, as he did not like it. In 
her letter to Joseph, the deceased said she hoped to meet him at Newbury Fair. 

 

Dr. Edmund S. Hemsted, of Kintbury, stated that he was called to Shaw Lane. He 
there saw a man lying on the bank, and another man close to him. He had a 
handkerchief round his throat. There was an extensive wound covering the upper 
part of the wind pipe, from which there was a good deal of bleeding. He put the man 
into his car and took him to the District Hospital, where he performed tracheotomy 
below the wound, and was then able to stop the bleeding. On Tuesday he saw up 
the wound, and he was doing fairly well, and there was some prospect of his 
recovery. If he recovered it would be three weeks or a month before he could get out, 
and when he would be able to speak he (witness) could not say. The man had 
evidently made four attempts to cut his throat; there were no cuts on the hands or 
other parts of the body. He thought it most likely that the wounds were self-inflicted, 
but that was all he could say. Before taking Roe to the hospital witness was told 
there were “two more over the hedge.” He then saw the body of the woman and child 
lying in the field. They were quite dead, but both bodies were quite warm. The 
woman had a very extensive cut-throat, the wind pipe being severed right down to 
the spine. The child’s wound was of rather less degree. Both bodies were well 
nourished and he could find no other injuries. The wounds must have been made 
with a very sharp instrument. The man’s wounds only just escaped the main arteries, 
otherwise he would have bled to death. In reply to the jury, Dr. Hemsted said he did 
not think the wound on the woman could have been self-inflicted. There were no 
signs of a struggle in the field, but his opinion was that the bodies were moved 
slightly afterwards, about two yards, as there was blood on some bushes near. He 
should think the cuts were made from behind. 

 

William Hiscock, builder’s labourer, in the employ of Mr. W. J. Butler, of Shaw, said 
on Monday, when going to dinner along Love Lane towards Shaw, on his bicycle, he 
saw a man and woman ahead of him, with perambulator. When he overtook them 
they stopped by the side of the road. The woman sat down on the bank on the left 
side of the road, while the man waited up to the perambulator as though to take the 
child out, but he did not know if she did so. He saw no one else in the lane. When he 
passed they were laughing and talking, and appeared to be quite happy. 



Mrs. Ada Edge, of Sunny Bank, Shaw Hill, wife of a carpenter, now in the Army, 
deposed that at twenty minutes to two on Monday afternoon she was cycling from 
Shaw Hill to Donnington, and just before reaching Shaw Church Gate, she met a 
man, whose coat was smothered with blood, with a handkerchief to his throat. He 
beckoned to her to get off, and she said to him, “Whatever is the matter?” He pointed 
to a perambulator farther up the road. She walked up the road with him, and when 
they reached the perambulator he pointed to a gap in the hedge. She saw a baker 
coming round the corner of the road from Donnington. She asked him to see to the 
man, and the baker, looking over the hedge, said, “Good gracious, there’s a woman 
and baby over there, dead.” 

Frederick Schelling, a Swiss, who is temporarily helping Mr. Piper, a local baker, said 
he met the last witness with the man, who was deadly pale and covered with blood. 
The man could not speak. The latter came straight towards him, and with the help of 
another man he was laid on the bank. Witness told the other man to go to Shaw 
House and telephone to the police and the hospital, witness staying with the man. 
The latter was very anxious for him to see over the hedge, and when he did so he 
saw the bodies of the woman and baby, which were quite warm. The wounded man 
was very excited, and made signs as though of someone coming along the road 
from Donnington, who had cut their throats, and then faced towards Shaw Wood, 
conveying the impression as though someone had gone that way. He sank back 
exhausted, and cried. He tried to get up, but witness held him down. He took a tin 
box out of his pocket and handed it to witness. In the box was a pedlar’s certificate 
and also a birth certificate of the child, to an envelope addressed to Miss S. Rose, 
Hook Post Office. The man made signs of writing, and gave witness a packet of 
cigarettes from his pocket. When looking for the knife they moved the body of the 
woman, and beneath it he found a piece of new bacon rind, and a partly-smoked 
cigarette. When he first looked over the hedge the grass was very little trodden 
down, and witness had the impression that the woman must have been in a sitting 
position when she was killed, and had fallen back and not moved. He saw no one 
about the spot at all. 

Henry Holloway, lad, attending Shaw-cum-Donnington School, said that about 
half-past one on Monday afternoon, when coming to school, he saw a man and 
woman over the hedge on the left-hand side. They were “sort of pushing one 
another,” and eating some food. He heard no voices. The perambulator was by the 
side of the road, but the child was not in it then. Just after he passed the man looked 
over the hedge. 

The proceedings were considerably lengthened by the Coroner deciding to take the 
depositions in regard to each death separately, and the inquiry altogether lasted 
upwards of four hours. After all the available evidence had been taken with every 
care. 



The Coroner said it would not be proper for the jury to find a verdict at the present 
stage. The medical evidence was that there was a possibility of the man being able 
to attend within three weeks or a month, and he had decided to adjourn the inquiry 
for a month, until Wednesday, November 27th. 

 

 

 

 

 


