
Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, held on Tuesday 9th of June 2026 at 7pm, Lambley Village Hall
Attendance: Cllr M Ridley (Chair), Cllr A Whitehead, Cllr A Sharp, Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr J Wigham, 
Also Present: Keith Teesdale (Staffing Committee), Gemma Heppel (Staffing Committee)Clerk: Emma Ackroyd, Deputy Clerk: Jan Birks

40/26 Apologies for Absence Cllr H Maxted, Cllr A Dale, Cllr D Keen 
41/26 Elections and Committee Appointments
41/26.01 Election of Chair
Cllr M Ridley was nominated for the position of Chair.
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr A Whitehead – Approved
41/26.02 Election of Vice-Chair
Cllr A Whitehead was nominated for the position of Vice-Chair.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr A Sharp – Approved
41/26.03 Staffing Committee Representatives
Members discussed the appointment of representatives to the Staffing Committee. It was noted that the existing representatives were not present; however, members agreed that appointments were required to allow staffing matters to progress.
Cllr H Maxted and Cllr A Dale were appointed as Staffing Committee representatives.
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr A Whitehead – Approved

42/26 Declarations of Interest No declarations of interest were received.

43/26 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes Not Dealt with Elsewhere in the Current Agenda None discussed.

44/26 Minutes from Previous Meetings
Members considered the minutes of the meetings held on:
· 24th of February 2026 (amended) 
· 14th of April 2026 
· Extraordinary Meeting held on 5th of May 2026 
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie – Approved

45/26 Clerk's Report
Members received and noted the Clerk's Report.
The Clerk provided updates regarding:
· Cemetery defect surveys and headstone inspections. 
· Greenhead Cemetery closure arrangements. 
· A proposed visit to Hexham Cemetery. 
· General cemetery administration matters. 
The report was noted.



46/26 Cemetery Matters
46/26.01 Exclusive Rights & Transfers
Members considered the applications received.
Approved
46/26.02 Cemetery Report
Members received the Cemetery Report.
The report noted recent burials and cremated remains interments. Members welcomed progress on grave levelling works and agreed to inspect completed areas during a future site visit. Three headstone applications were considered.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr A Whitehead – Approved

47/26 Allotments
47/26.01 Allotment Updates
Members noted that all allotments remained occupied and that there were currently 11 applicants on the waiting list, with the longest wait exceeding one year.
Members discussed water usage, compliance with allotment rules regarding covered growing areas and the need for a site inspection.
An allotment walkthrough was arranged for 15th of June 2026 at 5.30pm. Clerk to circulate details to all members.

48/26 Land Registration of Haltwhistle and Greenhead Cemeteries
The Clerk reported that progress was continuing regarding land registration matters.
Members discussed obtaining further advice and documentation required to progress registration. The update was noted.

49/26 Reports on Financial Matters
49/26.01 Balances, Income and Expenditure
Members reviewed the financial reports and current account balances.
Discussion took place regarding utility costs, particularly water consumption at the allotments, and the need to monitor expenditure closely throughout the financial year.
49/26.02 Payments for Approval
Members considered the payments schedule as presented.
Proposed: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Seconded: Cllr J Wigham – Approved

50/26 Policies and Constitution
Members undertook the annual review of policies and Standing Orders.
The Clerk advised that policy updates were being completed throughout the year as required and that risk assessments would be reviewed following site inspections. The review was noted.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr A Whitehead – Approved

51/26 Any Other Business
Headstone Additional Engraving Fee
Members discussed the current fee of £125 for additional inscriptions to existing headstones. Following discussion, members agreed that the fee remained appropriate and should remain unchanged.

Confidential Matters
52/26 Resolution to Exclude Press and Public
Resolved: That the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

52/26.01 Staffing Matters
Members received an update following discussions with the Cemetery Operative.
It was agreed that attendance at burials should form part of normal good practice to provide assistance where required and to ensure public safety. 
Members approved the purchase of suitable formal waterproof outerwear for use during burial services.
Members also agreed that Keith Teesdale (Staffing Committee) may undertake occasional informal visits to the cemetery and provide feedback where appropriate. 
Proposed: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Seconded: Cllr A Whitehead – Approved

52/26.02 Any Other Confidential Matters
Members discussed maintenance matters relating to the Cemetery House.
It was agreed that:
· The electrical consumer unit inspection should be reviewed. 
· An updated EPC assessment should be obtained if required. 
The matters were noted for further action.

Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on 21st of July 2026 at Featherstone.
The meeting closed at approximately 8.00pm.

Clerk: Ms Emma Ackroyd
Email: burialclerk@haltwhistletowncouncil.org
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