
 Chairman:	Cllr S EvansELLESMERE  RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:	Cllr S Jackson; Cllr E Peers; Cllr I Ward; Cllr J Gargiulo
		Cllr K Egerton; Cllr R Swanston; Cllr T Richardson 
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr: 	Cllr B Evans
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 11th May 2026 at Welsh Frankton Village Hall


1	Election of Chairman - To elect a Chairman for the ensuing 12 months (Declaration of acceptance of office form to be completed)
Cllr Egerton proposed Cllr S Evans to be Chairman, seconded by  Cllr Jackson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the declaration of acceptance of office form as required. 

2	Election of Vice-Chairman - To elect a Vice-Chairman for the ensuing 12 months (Declaration of acceptance of office form to be completed)
Cllr Jackson proposed Cllr Egerton to be Vice Chairman, seconded by  Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the declaration of acceptance of office form as required. 

3	Election of Sub-Committees Members for 2026-27
a)	Planning Committee
All Councillors to be members of the Committee, proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr S Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 
	
4	Election of Representatives to other Organisations
a) Ellesmere Cemetery Working Group
Cllrs Richardson, Jackson, Egerton and Gargiulo were proposed by Cllr Peers, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 

b) North Shropshire Association of Local Councils
Cllrs Gargiulo and Jackson were proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by  Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

c) 	Representatives - 

SCARP: Cllr Ward, proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved.   

ABP Hordley Liaison Meeting: Cllr Swanston, proposed by Cllr Peers, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 

5	Delegation of powers to the Clerk
a	As per the Scheme of Delegation
Cllr Ward proposed delegation of powers as above to the Clerk, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved. 
 
b	To return planning responses on behalf of the Parish Council if required 
Cllr Ward proposed, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved. 


c	Data Controller
Cllr Ward proposed, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved.

6	Chairman’s Welcome, Opening Remarks and/or Announcements & Public Session
Cllr Evans opened the Meeting at 7:51pm. There were no announcements. One member of the public attended the meeting. 

7	To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were noted from Cllr Sands and Cllr Cartledge. 

8	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
 (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

9	Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th April 2026 - To approve the minutes; (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Ward proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

10	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No matters were raised. 

11	Unitary Councillors’ Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing St Martins Division are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Evans had circulated a written report via email prior to the meeting which the Councillors acknowledged. The Councillors raised several drainage issues which will be looked at.  

14	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 13th April 2026
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the approved minutes. Cllr Ward proposed accepting the minutes, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 

15	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns
The Councillors discussed the defunct street lights in the parish which were not adopted by Shropshire Council during the A road lighting handover.  Cllr Ward proposed requesting a quote for the removal of the lighting units, seconded by Cllr S Evans, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to request removal quote.Where some poles have been replaced, old lighting units have been removed. Cllr Swanston to speak to the agents handing the sale of the Chapel to seek approval to have the light removed. It is believed to still be working. 
The Clerk confirmed that she will be undertaking an inventory check with Eon of the street lighting for the purposes of updating the inventory for the joint street lighting energy agreement held with Shropshire Council. 

16	Playground –To receive monthly inspection report; To confirm Annual inspection 
The report was noted. No items were raised. The annual inspection has been booked. 



17	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Cllr Peers gave an update on the progress of the new noticeboard.  
Cllr Gargiulo asked that Shropshire Council be informed that Simons Lane should not be referred to as Stuarts Lane.  
A pothole was reported by Bank House Farm at SY12 9LW.
The Councillors noted that speed data strips have been installed where the speed limit changes from 30 to 40 in the village. Clerk to request the data.
The hedge by the social housing needs cutting.  Cllr Ward to send a picture and location map. 

b	Dudleston		
Following a successful litter pick, Cllr Jackson proposed that 3 sets of 6 litter pickers, hoops, bags and hi vis be purchased, seconded by Cllr S Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston reported that the blocked culvert in Tetchill requires attention.  Shropshire Council drainage team to be contacted to ask if a camera could be put through the drain to establish where the blockage is.  Cllrs Rowley and B Evans to pay a site visit. 

d	Lee				
No update. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Blocked drains reported by Cllr Richardson have still not been fixed. 

f	General issues 
No reports received. 

g	Community policing		
The latest newsletter was noted. Mobile visit for Criftins was noted. 

h	Footpaths		
A tree was reported down on Brynore Hall land. Councillors to provide location map for a report to be made. 

i	Bus Stops
New flags for the re-positioned stops have been requested.  The wooden shelter is being well used since the upgraded floor has been installed. 

j	Tetchill Brook 
Cllr Swanston gave a report from the meeting she joined at Ellesmere Town Council with Severn Trent.  The Town Council needs to take on board that if the Tetchill Brook is not kept clear, the town will flood.  Local fields recently flooded when the C&R Trust opened the sluice gates for 2 hours causing a rise in water of three feet. Concerns were raised that drainage issues are not properly considered for new builds in the town.  Cllr Swanston is to investigate the process needed to culvert the Brook to enable stock movements.

18	The Gravel Hole – Reminder to apply for Land Registry Full Title in 2034 with Hibberts Slcrs LLP; to discuss any maintenance works required 
Reminder to apply for Full Title was noted. 
Cllrs Gargiulo, Jackson and Peers gave an overview of a site visit they paid to the Gravel Hole to establish what might need to be done in terms of clearance and groundworks to make the area safer for the public to use.  They recommended that, as per the recommendations of the Dog Warden, x2 waste bins are ordered. Cllr S Evans proposed the purchase, seconded by Cllr Jackson, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Ward proposed obtaining quotes in line with Councillor recommendations to repair fences, tree work, rubbish removal etc, seconded by Cllr S Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

19	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge receipt of the accounts		
Noted. The Clerk has requested end of year financial information for the annual return. 

b 	Feedback from CWG meeting			
No meeting held.

20	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins
The Clerk asked if the Council wished to return comments regarding the English Devolution Bill. The Councillors agreed to take a watch and wait approach. 

21	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement
The Clerk reported that she been posting relevant information as it is received. 

b	To confirm meeting dates and venues
Meeting dates for the remainer of the year are : 13th July (WF), 14th September (WF),  12th October, 9th November and 14th December all to be held at Criftins. 

c	To confirm Clerk’s SLCC membership and ERPC’s SALC affiliation
Continued affiliation and membership was proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

d	To accept the draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 28th April 2026
Cllr Ward proposed accepting the draft minutes as accurate, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 

e	Defibrillators – to report any requirements
Cllr Ward proposed ordering new pads for St Mary’s, seconded by Cllr S Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

f	Tetchill Brook –  to arrange meeting date for stakeholders
The Councillors agreed to try to arrange a meeting during the week of 22nd June at Welsh Frankton. Clerk to arrange in association with Cllr Swanston. 

g	Spunhill – to receive an update on planned works
No update. 

h	Bus service – update on market day service
The new bus service for Tetchill will start on 16th June until 1st September on market day. Cllr Swanston to do a poster for circulation.  




I	Policies for review & adoption:  Dignity at Work policy; Equality & Diversity policy; Scheme of delegation; Councillor/Clerk Protocol;
Cllr Egerton proposed adopting all policies, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 	
		
22	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern 
No reports received. 

b	Road closures – to note
A closure for Ellesmere Road to Oswestry was noted for 10th August. 

23	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure – to approve the year end accounts (to include the bank reconciliation)
Cllr Gargiulo proposed approving the accounts, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Ward proposed approving all payments, seconded by Cllr Peers, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Insurance renewal – to confirm
The Clerk confirmed the renewal. 

d	Internal Audit – update and approval of the asset register
The Clerk confirmed that the Internal Audit is in process. The Town Council has confirmed no movement in the CWG asset register. 

e	External Audit – update 
To take forward to June’s meeting. 

f	To acknowledge remittance advice from Shropshire Council for payment of the Precept and any Neighbourhood Fund monies 
Acknowledged. 

g	Street lighting energy agreement renewal 
The Councillors noted the renewal. The Clerk is to undertake an inventory check with Eon to update the records with Shropshire Council. 

h)	To approve/confirm fund transfers between accounts
Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Ward, proposed transferring £20k to the new account, all agreed. Resolved. 

i) To confirm order for one waste bin plus emptying costs
Discussed under the Gravel Hole item. 

j) To consider the binding of Minutes for archives – to review quote/consider options 
To take forward. 

k) Proposal to remove redundant street lighting units/request quote
Covered under previous item. Quote to be obtained from Eon. 


l) Speed data collection request update – B5068 Criftins – to review quote 
Covered under previous item. 

	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/03/26
	Employee
	Salary
	£1268.45
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/04/25
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£57.77employer
£96.28employee
£154.05 Total
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/04/26
	WF village hall
	Room hire
	£35.00
	
	

	06/05/26
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	14/05/26
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	26/04/25
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Monthly inspection
	£51.00
	Online 
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10

	30/04/26
	SALC
	Training 
	£45.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date of receipt
	Payer
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	23/04/26
	Shropshire Council
	Neighbourhood Fund
	£17,393.39
	
	

	20/04/26
	Shropshire Council
	Precept
	£49,650.00
	
	




24	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda – 8th June 2026 (Welsh Frankton Village Hall)
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:14pm. 
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