
Caythorpe Parish Council

The monthly meeting of the Parish Council was held remotely using GoToMeeting on Tuesday
 8 September 2020 at 6.30pm.

AGENDA ITEMS
20/139  Attendees:  Councillors Julia Cons (Chair), Peter Duff, Paul King, Pia Parry, Andrew 
Ravenscroft and Chris Boon. Others Present Kathryn Price (Clerk) District Councillor Roger Jackson 
(from 7pm).
20/140 Apologies: None
20/141 Declarations of interest from members on any items on the agenda: None   
20/142 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 28 July 2020: Councillors 
unanimously agreed to accept the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.     
20/143 Time allocated for Public Participation: No members of the public present.

Reports
20/144 Update from District Councillor Roger Jackson  
DC Roger Jackson confirmed that the road by the Old Volunteer is unlikely to be fully resurfaced in 
the near future. The Parish Council reiterated that it is a blind bend and traffic gets pushed out into 
the road by the potholes and parking outside The Old Volunteer, creating increased risk of collision.  
Councillors provided photographs to illustrate the issues, which Cllr Jackson agreed to pass to the 
Highways Department to support the request for road repairs.
The road from Hoveringham to Brackenhill appears to have been patched rather have had the 
potholes filled. Cllr Jackson agreed to find out of this is the case, and whether a better repair could 
be undertaken outside The Old Volunteer.
The Parish Council agreed to send a formal letter to Highways, the Police, The Old Volunteer and a 
copy to DC Roger Jackson highlighting the combined danger posed by the poor road surface, the 
excessive parking outside The Old Volunteer and the seating area close to the side of the road.
<Action> Clerk to send letter from the Parish Council to Highways, Old Volunteer, Police and Roger 
Jackson.

The Newark and Sherwood Cleaner Safer Greener Grant Aid Scheme closes at the end of September 
2020.  It is for use for green village projects and is aimed at smaller villages. Councillors agreed to 
investigate the possibility of securing a grant for the purchase and planting along the roadside of two
trees, possibly flowering cherry varieties.
<Action> Clerk to apply for grant, permissions and also for NSDC/NCC/Viaem to do the planting.

Councillors agreed to write to Network Rail to request maintenance and tidying to the area around 
Lowdham Station in order to make the entrance to Caythorpe less unsightly.
<Action> Clerk to write letter to Network Rail asking them to tidy up the area.
Regarding the issue of the Lowdham flood alleviation scheme, Cllr Jackson advised that the current 
plan is for a reservoir to control the release of flood water into the Car Dyke. The cricket pitch will 



provide a backup water holding area. Old culverts will also be reopened. As the Cocker Beck forms 
part of Caythorpe’s parish boundary, the Parish Council have asked to be kept informed of progress.

Cllr Jackson agreed to support the request made by the Parish Council and ask NCC/Viaem, again, for
the grass and soil encroaching onto the path from Huggly House to Brackenhill to be removed.

DC Roger Jackson left the meeting at 7.35pm
  
20/145 Report from flood warden: Nothing to report.  

20/146  Report from neighbourhood watch: Nothing to report. 

20/147  Update from 75th Anniversary VE Day Celebrations Working Group:  A village event is 
proposed for 8 May 2021, if possible. Further details to be discussed nearer the time.
Work had been started to create the mugs for the 2020 event. The Parish Council have requested an 
invoice for the work done so far. The work on the banner will continue and the Village Hall 
Committee have agreed that this will be displayed in the Village Hall.  
<Action> Clerk to add to the February 2021 agenda.

20/148  Update on Community Speed Watch:  
More volunteers are still needed to record speeding vehicles in Caythorpe through the Community 
Speed Watch scheme, if the scheme is to be successful in slowing down the traffic.
<Action> Cllr Cons to put on Facebook

The Parish Council agreed to purchase Community Speed Watch signs to a maximum sum of £150 
(approximately 10 signs).
<Action> Cllr Parry to purchase signs.
 
20/149  Report on the Covid-19 Community Response: While most villages appear to have 
mothballed or permanently ceased their community efforts, anticipating further potential Covid-
related issues it is proposed that the Caythorpe community effort remains quietly active. Cllr Cons to
purchase a further supply of cakes to facilitate occasional contact with residents.
<Action> Cllr Cons to purchase cakes.

Upkeep of highways/village facilities 
20/150   To decide whether the Parish Council wants their entitlement of salt from Notts County 
Council:  The salt bin was checked for salt and grit and no further of either was required.  It was 
suggested that the book exchange area of the village might need to be salted, if necessary.
<Action> Clerk to notify Viaem that no salt or grit is required.

20/151  Update on the application through NCC for ‘hedgehogs’ warning signs: An application was 
submitted and we await information from Viaem. 
<Action> Clerk to establish whether further information is required.

20/152  Expected termination of contract date end of September 2020 on land known by Savills as
West Field Allotments: The Parish Council agreed to terminate their tenancy with Savills from 29 
September 2020. Thanks to Peter Duff for his work on this.
<Action> Clerk to write to Savills confirming that the tenancy agreement should be terminated 29 
September 2020. 
 
20/153   Update on landscaping around Lowdham Railway Station:  Discussed in 20/144



20/154   Village maintenance 
 Village Hall/church car park maintenance: this work has been completed by the Village Hall 

Committee
 Foliage overhanging the pavements from the cricket club towards Lowdham and opposite 

the Old Volunteer: <Action>Cllr Ravenscroft to trim if possible
 The footpath between Huggly House and Bracken Hill needs the grass removing as it 

makes the path impassable for pushchairs, wheelchairs and social distancing: ongoing 
correspondence with NCC with support from Cllr Jackson.

 Grant application if available for two new trees to replace the dead ones in the verge     
adjacent the Manor House: See 20/144

 Damage caused during the maize harvest and the preventative measures being taken for 
this year – update following correspondence with Severn Trent Water Authority:  
Correspondence from STWA confirms that it is anticipated that there will be less damage 
caused this year due, in part, to more favourable weather conditions.

 Update on parking outside The Old Volunteer – update following correspondence with The
Old Volunteer:  Councillors agreed to raise the concerns of villagers and the Parish Council, 
in writing, with the Police and NCC Highways.
<Action> Clerk to write letter and copy in Cllr Jackson and The Old Volunteer.

 Update on flood work to be carried out at Lowdham and any impact on Caythorpe: see 
20/144

 Road surface repairs at various points, including but not limited to Hoveringham Road and 
its junction with Brackenhill, and the bend outside the Old Volunteer: see 20/144 

Planning
20/155  New applications: None
20/156 Awaiting decision by Newark and Sherwood District Council

 20/00185/LBC Prebends Croft 114 Caythorpe Road, Caythorpe
 20/01124/House Bracken House, Brackenhill, Caythorpe NG14 7ED

20/157   Applications decided by Newark and Sherwood District Council 
• 20/00602/FUL Briar Cottage 9 Main Street Caythorpe NG14 7ED Permitted

20/158   Consultations: None

Finances
20/159A To accept accounts for payment for August 2020: All councillors present agreed the 
following payments should be made:
J Cons Reimburse for cakes for residents (COVID-19) 75.60
K Price Back pay April-June plus Salary July-Sept £244.25, HMRCPAYE £7.00
K Price Paper £2.50
P Parry Photocopying for VE £10.00
J Cons Ink for COVID-19 related letters to villagers £12.49
J Cons GoToMeeting annual subscription for remote parish Council meetings £114.00
It was also agreed to pay for minute book(s).

20/159B To agree balance and budget outstanding for 31 August 2020: The balance b/f is £6329.72 
added £25 COVID-19 donation, less £169.39 expenses leaving a balance c/f £6185.33
 
20/160   To agree quote for remote meetings with “Go To Meeting” or “Zoom”, once trial period 
has expired: Costs for both were similar, and Councillors agreed to continue to use GoToMeeting.

20/161 Correspondence: None



20/162 Any other business: The Village Hall Committee has informally approached the Parish 
Council through the Chair to enquire about the possible availability of a grant to improve the 
acoustics in the Village Hall.  This has previously been raised by villagers, some of whom find the 
poor acoustics preclude them from enjoying village social events. Councillors agreed that in principle
the Parish Council would consider matching a Village Hall Committee contribution, and that this may 
potentially enable the Village Hall Committee to secure further grants from other sources. If/when a 
formal approach is made, this will appear as an agenda item for discussion.
The Parish Council would likely require a report from a professional company specialising in 
acoustics work, at least two quotes, and a guarantee that the finished work would have the desired 
effect. Appropriate conditions to be finalised when a formal approach is made.

The Parish Council agreed to approach Newark and Sherwood District Council about the availability 
of “Don’t be a tosser” signs to help deter littering  
<Action> Clerk to enquire

20/163 To check whether any additional communication is required as an outcome of the 
meeting: Ask for volunteers for Community Speed Watch on Facebook 

20/164 Clerk’s salary - to close meeting to the public Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 
(Administration of Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, because of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted, the public and the press leave the meeting in order to decide whether to 
alter the Clerk’s salary for the new salary scales 20/21 

The Parish Council agreed a further pay rise for the clerk based on the new salary scales to £10.04 
per hour, for the same number of same hours from 1 April 2020.

20/165 To close meeting: Meeting closed at 8.45pm

Date of the next meeting: Tuesday 20 October 2020 at 6.30pm  


