


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 5th October 2021 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr M Eley, Cllr M Hopkins, Cllr M Rawson, Cllr D Wells-Pope, Cllr R Whate, T Grimes (Clerk) and CCllr B Laughton 

1. To consider any apologies for absence
DWP gave apologies for being at another meeting; these were approved.
CCllr BL gave apologies.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM clerk’s wages.

3. To accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 7th September 2021 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public
There were no members of the public present but LH reported that residents had raised the following matters.
There had been questions about Carlton Cares and whether there would be a Hallowe’en trail. LH confirmed that Carlton Cares had stopped most activities but felt that some had really brought the community together and would be beneficial if they continued. The group would provide some type of pumpkin trail and would encourage residents to decorate. The advent trail would also continue.
There were concerns raised about Bell Lane. The bushes were overhanging the wall causing a visual obstruction but of more concern was the fact that a resident intended to remove them completely along with the Grade ii listed wall since the plants had damaged it. When the parish council previously reported the visibility issue, Highways did come out but only carried out a light trim and did not remove any ivy which is causing much of the problem. Councillors felt the wall could not be reported to NSDC just because something ‘might’ happen. It was agreed that the situation would be monitored and as soon as there was evidence of the wall being removed, the matter should be reported. DCllr SM informed councillors that enforcement officer, Chris Briggs, was the person to contact.
RW reported that the drains near the Dower House had not drained the recent rain away leaving very large puddles in the road. LH confirmed that Shaun Brown had followed up on the list of issues submitted and had been out to visit but unless photos are taken and submitted or visits coincide with heavy rain the problems are not apparent. DCllr SM suggested contacting Matt Duckworth at Highways.

5. To note the matters arising from previous minutes 
a. Notts CC Broadband Voucher Scheme
No further updates.

b. CIL Money Bench
The clerk reported that Highways had marked the pavement and the installer had been informed. RW noted that there was a hedge overhanging which needed trimming. MR offered to contact the householder concerned.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
DCllr SM informed the meeting that the District Council had voted to move from a committee structure to a cabinet structure which involved having 6 members who approve things rather than having to go to several committees to get approval. The intention is to improve efficiency and prevent delays in implementing things. Any contentious issues would be referred to a scrutiny panel and planning, licensing and finance would remain committee matters.

7. To consider commenting on the following planning application;
a. 21/01897/HOUSE – Trent Cottage 44a Main Street – detached garage
Councillors discussed the design and purpose of the building and also the objections already submitted. It was felt that the design was not that of a garage so did not fit in with the surroundings and access to the doors took up some of the existing off-road parking which could result in parking on the road by the junction. Councillors agreed with the concerns raised by Highways and the Conservation department.

RESOLVED: To object to the application on the above points. (proposed LH, seconded RW, carried unanimously)

8. To review the following policies
a. Complaints Procedure
b. Equal Opportunities Policy
c. Grants Policy
The clerk informed councillors that there had been no significant changes in legislation since these were last reviewed. It was therefore agreed no changes would be made.

9. To consider celebrations for Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
There was a suggestion of something more permanent than a beacon and the example of a tree carving was given. It was thought this would be a good idea but noted that it required a tree stump and land, neither of which the council had at present. A plaque was suggested as an alternative and it was decided that enquiries should be made about both as well as continuing to think of activities.
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10. To discuss and respond to the following consultations
a. NSDC - Review of our Statement of Gambling Principles 2022-2025
It was noted how easy it had been to consider this because changes had been highlighted in red. It was agreed that the changes for needed to meet legislative requirements and they seemed acceptable.

RESOLVED: To respond stating that the council was happy with the changes and to comment on the ease of reading given that changes were highlighted.

b. NALC Policy Consultation - DEFRA Local Nature Strategies
There was some discussion as to whether landowners should be allowed to decide whether their land is identified for nature recovery or whether this should be something that could be imposed. Consensus of opinion was that landowners/managers should have the final say and it was felt a response should be made having agreed on the following answers.
Q5. All suggested agencies should be involved in nature recovery
Q6. No others could be thought of.
Q9. No local information was known.
Q10. Neighbouring authorities should collaborate.
Q12. There should be public consultation.
Q12. Landowners should be able to determine what happens on their land.
Q14. Clause 101 regulations should set broad principles.

RESOLVED: To respond as above.
(proposed LH, seconded MH, carried unanimously) 

11. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation 
This was checked and signed by the chair.
b. To note the second quarter budget report
The clerk reported that spending was in line with or under budget in most areas and it was anticipated that the reserves would be higher than Governance and Accountability recommends by the year end. It was therefore suggested that a carving or plaque for the jubilee may reduce this. It was noted that there was ring fenced money for replacement defibrillator parts so MM offered to source a new cabinet Perspex front having noted it was in poor condition in the H&S report.

c. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerks wages and HMRC – TBC 

RESOLVED: To make the payments (proposed LH, seconded RW carried unanimously, MM did not vote)

12. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
The clerk noted that the invoice had arrived for the dog bin emptying.

13. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be 2nd November 2021 at 7.30pm in the village hall. 
The meeting closed at 20:26
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