Lilleshall Parish Council
Lilleshall Memorial Hall
Hillside, Lilleshall, Newport, Shropshire, TF10  9HG
Telephone:  01952 676379
Email: lilleshallparishcouncil@gmail.com
Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Lilleshall Parish Council 
held at 7.00pm, Monday 1st June 2015, at Lilleshall Memorial Hall.
PRESENT:  Councillors: A Baker (Chairman), H Broadbent, K Cherrington, P Millard, B Taylor and J Taylor
STAFF:       C Binnington, Interim Clerk
There were 45 members of the public present

1. Welcome and Apologies
Councillor Baker welcomed all present and gave an explanation of procedures that needed to be followed by the Council which meant item 5 would not be discussed at this meeting. 
Apologies were received from Councillor Carol Baker who is on holiday.
Proposed by Councillor Millard, Seconded by Councillor Julie Taylor.
RESOLVED that the Council accept the apologies received.
Councillor Baker read out a personal letter regarding the Clerk’s Terms of Employment.
1. Declaration of Interest
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
Councillor Millard declared a Pecuniary Interest in Lilleshall Memorial Hall.
1. Public Session
The public session was opened and the following issues were raised by residents:
· A question was raised as to whether it was legal for the Clerk to work from home and whether it should be declared to HMRC and the Clerk’s mortgage provider (if relevant) if the Council decided to go down that route regarding place of work. The resident  commented that a “Professional office for a professional Clerk” was required for the parish.
· A planning issue was raised and whether the way forward would be to do a Community Plan now that Telford and Wrekin Council have a 5 year plan in place and guidance could be sought from them as well as the parish being eligible for financial assistance.
Item to be put on next Council meeting agenda for further discussion.
· Issue regarding Clerk’s work place raised. A debate took place regarding the various options of where the Clerk should be based and how other parish clerks work from home.  The resident felt that having a parish office put an unnecessary strain on the parish council’s budget and that other parish council clerk’s used their own phone line and laptop which was more economical.
The Clerk suggested that Standing Order were suspended to allow the debate to continue.
Proposed by Councillor Bob Taylor, Seconded by Councillor Broadbent.
RESOLVED that the Council suspend Standing Orders so the debate could continue outside the 15 minutes set aside for the public session.
Further questions were raised as follows:
· A question was raised about the parish council’s lighting budget and whether there is a binding contract in place.  More information was requested about the LED Lighting project and whether there are any management fees included.
The Chairman replied that he would invite a member of Telford & Wrekin Borough Council’s Lighting Team to the next meeting and asked if residents would like to put forward questions to be put to the lighting team.
· A resident asked to read a letter out to all present that she had written in favour of the Clerk working from an office in the Memorial Hall and said how having a professional office is the correct image for the parish council.  The resident requested that there shouldn’t be a cut in the level of services provided by the new parish council compared to the previous parish council.
1. Finance update
The Clerk tabled a breakdown of the expenditure transactions for April and May 2015 which had been forwarded to Telford & Wrekin Borough Council (TWBC) for payment.
1. Lilleshall Parish Clerk’s Place of Work
A report was presented by Councillor Broadbent regarding the Clerk’s workplace and a debate followed.  The Chairman clarified that he had sought confirmation that the resolution agreeing to the Clerk working from the Memorial Hall could not be challenged for six months from the date of the resolution.
1. Street Lighting
The Chairman requested that the Parish Council invite TWBC Lighting Officer to attend the next Full Council Meeting to explain current contract and give an update.
Proposed by Councillor Julie Taylor, Seconded by Councillor Bob Taylor.
RESOLVED that the Committee task the Chairman to contact TWBC to arrange attendance by the Lighting Officer to attend the next meeting of the Parish Council.

1. Village Entrance Signs
Councillors Bob and Julie Taylor requested that the Allotment Association  be allowed to plant summer flowers on behalf of the Parish Council adjacent to the entrance signs to the village.
Councillors agreed that the Allotment Association could spend up to £75 on plants for around the village entrance signs.

1. Logo
The Clerk updated that she had looked at ideas for a new parish logo and was tasked by Councillors to investigate further and come up with some suggestions for a new logo.

1. Website
The Clerk discussed options for a parish website and the costs involved.  It was agreed that the Clerk should investigate further website options using some of the free website providers available.  

1. Training for Councillors
The Clerk reported on training courses available with Shropshire Association of Local Councils (SALC) for courses for new Councillors and in Chairmanship Skills.  


1. Wrekin Area Committee
It was  decided to have a representative from Lilleshall Council on the Wrekin Area  Committee and that the Clerk and Councillor Millward to attend the next meeting of the committee in June at Addenbrook House.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     .

1. Meeting Dates
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Council ratified the decision taken at the Annual Parish CouncilnMeeting to accept dates given for future meetings and to cancel the meeting due to be held in August.
1. Date of Next Meeting
Monday 6th July at 7pm
At Lilleshall Memorial Hall



Carol Binnington 
Interim Clerk to the Parish Council  			
