Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
Wark Parish Council

www warkparishcouncil.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026 this authorty s internal auditor acting indepencently and on the
pasis of an assessment of risk camed cul a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures ana
controls in operation and obiained appropriate evidence from the authority

The internal audt for 2025/26 has been carned oul in accordance with this authonty s needs and planned coverage
On the bass of the findings in the areas examined. the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alengside are the internal audit conclusions on whether. in all
significant respects. the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year 10 a standard aoeauate
1o meel the needs of this authonty

A Aporoptste ACCoUNtNG fecords have been properly kept throughout the tinancial vear I ! ,
v

B. This authonty compima with it financal regulanons payments wens Suppomed by invoices all
expandriure was app:oved ana VAT was appropnately accounited fur
. This authonty assessed the sgrihcant nsks 1o aceving its objectives ang reviewsd the 308quacy !
of arrangemunts to anage ihase ‘
0. The precept or rates reqursment 1esultod from on poeguaste Dudgelery process: progress agarnst i Vi
the budgel was regulatly montomsd and Bsanves wirs aporoprate
E &xpected income was fully recenved. based on comect prices. properly recorged and promptly
sanked. and VAT was sppropristely accounted for
F Cash payments were properly supponted by reca:prs. ail cash expenditure was asproved and 7
L VAT appropriately accounted for.
G Sawmnes 10 empioyoes ana allowvances 10 MemMDars Were paid in ACCOrsance witn s autherity 7
auprovals and PAYE ard NI requiremants were properly appled

H. Assel and investmaenty regsters were complete and accurate and property maaned 4
|l Perodic sank account reconciiations were propery cartied tut duting the yesr v
J- Acchunting STatemants prepared Junng the year wene Drepaned on (e correct accounting Gass (Mecipss '

ANG DRYMENTS O Come wnd expeididore |, agreed fo the Gash book. supporfed Dy 8¢ 00CQUAte dud! v
traul fom underiying records And where appropriate detlirs and Creditors were recordes

K. I the authonty carifes 1961¢ 38 axempt iom & imited assurance revew n 202428 1 met the
axeMphon Crtgaa and correctly decisred taell axomps (/e KMoy et & Lo sEsch e v l
nviw of X8 2024725 AGAR tick "nol covered’)

'L Tre suthanty oublsheo the requited Nformustion 20 8 webste wesoage up 1o 38w a1 e tme of the
nternal udit in accordance with the relevant legsiation v

M. 11 the year covemd by s AGAR. the autharity cormactiy provided 1or & penod (o th oxorcime of
Dubiic fignts as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (ttuning ihe 207528 AGAR penow v
WEIW LRI TRg S 07 reledion 10 e 202425 AGAR evicencea Dy & NoLce on the webnle antiv
SUINONY SRPIOVEC MRS SANIING the Jales sel)

N Tne autherty has compled with the pubizanan requirements for 2024/26 AGAR /
‘S8 AGAR Page 1 Gugence Notes

O. Tne authonty has compled with laws (egulatons & proper pracices “elating 1o aigal ana aats v '}
compliance

P (For local councils only) ﬁ
_Trust funds Dnctuding chartavle) — The Councii Mot its Maponibililes 4% & Irastes ! v

For any other risk areas 106N Dy B BUINOMY AUEGUATe CONYOIS xsted (st BNy SNar Ek anas OO SE0RISle shents I nasded|
Daleis) imerna: auon undenaxken Namae of person who cafned oul the nternal sud!

11/05/2026 28/05/2026 01/06/2026 Mrs S M Saunders

Signature of person who &g A1 02/06/2026

CArted out the intemal audi Dawe
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26
We acknowledge as the members of:

Wark Parish Council

our responsibllity for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

1. We have pul in place arrangements for effective financial prepared its accounting statements In accordance

management during the year, and for the preparation of v with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
the accounting statements,

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control made proper arrangemonts and accopted responsibility
including measures designed 1o prevent and detect fraud v for safeguarding the public money and resources in
and corruption and reviewed Its effectiveness. its charge.

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, complied with Proper Practices in doing so,
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a v

significant financial effect on the abllity of this
authority to conduct its business or manage its

finances.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the v inspect and ask questions aboul this authority's accounts.
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this considered and documented the financial and other risks it
authority and ook appropriate steps to manage those v faces and dealt with them property.

risks, Including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external Insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequale and arranged for a compelent person, independent of the financial
effective system of Internal audit of the accounting v controls and procedures, (o give an objective view on whether
records and control systems. Internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised v responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
In reports from internal and external audit, extornal audit.

8. We considered whather any litigation, llabilities or disclosed everything it showld have about its business activity
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during the year including events taking place aftor the year
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on v ond if relovant.

this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

9. (For local counclls only) Trust funds Including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountabllity
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financilal reporting and, if required, independent v
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, il is a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts,

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data
and data management in accordance with proper v management and has complied with proper practices in
practices during the year under review, doing so.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:
09/06/2026
and recorded as minute reference: Chair
13/26 04 & 09.06.2026 Sk el

www.warkparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Wark Parish Council

must ag ! Ing financia /

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
forward 16,560 17,867/ as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree

to Box 7 of previous year,

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 13,200 14,520| received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

recelved.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

3,399 9,429/ the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

3.871 4118 of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
A Y employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 0| made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

11,420 36,042| book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year.
forward 17,867 1.655| must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term Investments 17,867 1,655| holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns — It is made
long term investments 122,238 140,238| up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

0 01 from third parties (including PWLB).

11 Do the figures in the For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2,33,

accounting statements above

exclude any trust transactions?

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements In this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority,
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

1

)

Oiite 09/06/2026

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

09/06/2026

as recorded in minute reference:

13/26 04 & 09.06.2026

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

/
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