Haltwhistle Town Council - Minutes for the Meeting on Monday 12th of January 2026 at 6:30pm Venue: Haltwhistle Library, First Floor

Present: Cllr A Sharp (Chair), Cllr M Ridley (Vice-Chair), Cllr A Cheverst, Cllr S Nixon, Cllr K Teasdale, Cllr G Heppell, Cllr A Howells, , Cllr S Dalglish
Also Present: County Councillor Rachel Mathieson, Emma Ackroyd (Clerk), Jan Birks (Deputy Clerk)

Tribute to Lawrence Thompson
Prior to the meeting, the Council observed a minute of silence in memory of Lawrence Thompson, former councillor and freeman of Haltwhistle. The Chair outlined his extensive contribution to Haltwhistle, role as de and surrounding authorities.

1/26 – Apologies for Absence Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr J Sheils

2/26 Public Questions A public question was raised regarding parking congestion and safety concerns near bus stops and residential access, including visibility for pedestrians and school children. It was It was agreed that the Clerk and County Councillor would jointly approach Northumberland County Council to request removal of the grass verge to create additional parking and to arrange a site meeting with NCC Highways. 
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved

2/26 Declarations of Interest None declared.

3/26 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 1 December 2025 were approved as a correct record.
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr S Dalglish – Approved

4/26 Matters Arising from the Minutes
Positive feedback from residents and visitors regarding the Christmas lights was noted, along with successful fundraising from the Christmas raffle.

5/26 Grounds – Reports and Resolutions Arising
5/26.01 Grounds Committee Meeting None held.
5/26.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters
Repainting of benches to be put out to tender at the next Grounds Committee meeting. Updates on the mosaic and bench plinths to be chased. Clerk to follow up regarding the outstanding bus shelter grant.
5/26.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
‘Slow’ road markings recently installed were welcomed. Uneven footpath surfaces following gas works were noted; NCC has confirmed remedial works will be completed once works conclude. Alston Arches and noticeboard fundraising updates were noted.

6/26 Northumberland County Council
County Councillor Rachel Mathieson reported on NCC budget pressures, upcoming budget meetings, approved tree works at the Mart, and ongoing investigations into responsibility for the poorly lit footpath near Woodhead Lane.

7/26 Police Report
The December police report was noted, including incidents of burglary, criminal damage, vehicle theft, and antisocial behaviour. An additional hit-and-run incident reported by a councillor was noted for information.

8/26 Neighbourhood Plan No updates this period. Work to be progressed over the coming months.

9/26 Borderlands
Members received an update on Borderlands funding and ongoing concerns regarding timescales for swimming pool plant room works. Continued liaison and lobbying were agreed.

10/26 Monthly Councillor Surgery
Attendance was low at the precept surgery. Issues raised were addressed during public questions.

11/26 Town Green Charity – Comb Hill Play Park
It was agreed that the Town Council would continue to maintain and fund repairs at Comb Hill Play Park for the next 12 months.
Proposed: Cllr A Howells, Seconded: Cllr S Nixon – Approved

12/26 Planning Applications
25/04148/FUL – Erection of new detached garage to serve existing dwelling, 32 Fairhill. No objections.
Proposed: Cllr K Teasdale, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved

13/26 IT Policy Approved adoption of IT policy 
Proposed: Cllr K Teasdale, Seconded: Cllr S Nixon – Approved

14/26 Reports on Financial Matters
Reports on bank balances, receipts, payments, and income and expenditure were received. Payment of the swimming pool tranche and Christmas lights removal invoice was approved.
Proposed: Cllr A Cheverst, Seconded: Cllr M Ridley – Approved

15/26 Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee No meeting held. Land transfer progressing.

16/26 Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre
Updates were provided on Playzone proposals and ongoing Borderlands funding delays.

17/26 Media & Press
It was agreed that tributes to the late Cllr John Clark and Lawrence Thompson would be included in the forthcoming Haltwhistle Herald.

18/26 Correspondence
Correspondence received since the last meeting was noted, including permission granted to Andy’s Men’s Club to host an information stand, and concerns regarding the churchyard wall to be passed to NCC.

19/26 Any Other Business
A leaning tree on the burn path near Catstairs was reported; Clerk to log on FixMyStreet. Potential makers’ market and filming enquiries were noted for further information.

20/26 Date of Next Meeting
Town Council Meeting: Monday 2 February 2026 at 6.30pm, Haltwhistle Library, First Floor.
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