

LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY

 12th July, 2010 AT 7.00 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

07/10/1 

Present:


Councillors Ms. P. Hutchings (Chair), Mrs. D. Goodman (Vice Chairman) and Mr. A. Lees




Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk.



Also in attendance:



T&W Councillor Jacqui Seymour.



Mark Greaves representing T&W Highways Department.



7 members of the public were present.  

07/10/2 

Apologies:


Apologies were received from Councillor Mr.  E. Roberts whose plane had been delayed and 


T&W Terry Kiernan. The reason for Councillor Mr. E. Roberts absence was approved.

07/10/3

Declarations of Interest:


None were made.

07/10/3b
Highways:

Mark Greaves reported on the following items in the absence of Stuart Freeman:

a. Dog in the Lane:  The surface has failed mainly on the left hand side of the travelling north from junction of Coalmoor Road to just beyond the entrance to the Veolia tip site, totaling an area of approximately 325 sqm.  The old surface will be planed off to a depth in parts of 100mm.  In order to complete this work a road closure will be required and works may have to take place on a Saturday afternoon or Sunday in order to accommodate tip traffic.

b. Coalmoor Road:  The surface has failed mainly on the left hand side travelling west from the junction of the A5223 to the junction with Dog in the Lane totaling an area of approximately 1100 sqm.  The old surface will be planed off to a depth in parts of 100mm.  In addition approximately 550 LM of new kerbs will be installed to protect the grass verge and 5 new gully chambers and covers will be installed to replace the existing life expired items. In order to complete this work temporary traffic lights will be used to control traffic for the duration of the works which will take place Monday to Friday.

c. Junction if Coalmoor Road with the A5223: At present the junction is not considered to need surface dressing as scrim data shows that the present surface is OK.

d. Quiet Lanes: This will be included in this year’s programme and planners are talking about linking access projects with broader projects for the Wrekin to look at the overall visitor experience. This year it is likely that work will focus on developing the project rather than any significant physical work to ensure that T&W get the project right and do the right levels of consultation.

e. Mark Greaves was not able to answer other questions or respond to the issues raised in the council’s letter of 13th May as he had not been briefed on them. Nor could he address the items listed in the minutes of 14th June 2010.  However he agreed to take the Parish Councils concerns back to Stuart Freeman.

f. It was resolved to write to Stuart Freeman listing the unresolved issues and to invite him to the Parish Council meeting on 11th October at 7.00 pm.

07/10/4

Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on 14th June 2010 were confirmed as a correct record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

07/10/5
Public Participation:



Linda Buckle requested an update on a previous question she asked relating to affordable housing.

07/10/6
Highways:



See minute 07/10/3b – f.

07/10/7
Affordable Housing Survey:

The following points / issues were raised:

a. Valuable introduction and definition of “affordable housing” deleted.  Replaced with English, Punjabi, Urdu, Chinese and Polish.  Apart from Polish totally irrelevant in this parish.

b. Letter from Fiona Stewart: 4th paragraph – T&W already have the necessary information for drawing up a housing profile [Community Charge Department], so every house need not complete part one.

c. Page 5 part 2: box line 5 Prices not prives.

d. P10, Q 27.  There is a strong feeling in the parish that housing, any type, should not be built on farm land.  If T&W qualified the question by adding “on brown field or infill sites” they will probably get a more positive response.

e. Where is the letter drafted by Cllr. Alan Lees i.e. the one from the parish council?

f. Where will Alan’s flow chart go?

g. It was resolved that the survey should not go out until these issues are resolved.

07/10/8
Parish Plan:

No funding was available for printing the Parish Plan and a cost of £1700 had been quoted for 220 copies.

It was resolved that where possible the document be sent electronically to residents who have an internet connection.

It was resolved that in the next Community Newsletter a request be made that residents who do nat have an internet connection contact the parish clerk with their name and address and a printed copy will be supplied to them.

07/10/9
Repairs to benches:



It was resolved that:

a. On seat no. 5 a new piece of wood would be inserted in the seat.

b. On seat no. 8 it would be sanded down and treated.

c. All the other benches would be sanded down and treated.

d. Priority would be given to benches 5 and 8.

i. Sharon Pickering would speak to Larry Jones and ask him to do the work.

e. The Parish Council would meet the cost of the work.

07/10/10
Co-option of new Parish Councillor:

It was resolved to co-opt Cmdr. Steve Collins of Wenboro Cottage, Little Wenlock, who was instrumental in the development of the Parish Emergency Plan, onto the Parish Council.

07/10/11
Community Newsletter:



The following items for the newsletter were suggested: gas management at the Candles site, the co-

option of a new Parish Councillor and the planting of the verges.  The Clerk would seek information 

from the organizations within the parish.

07/10/12
Land Registry:



The Clerk reported that:

a. There had been an objection from the residents of Home Farm to the easement allowing access to the rear of the barn.

b. The Clerk had responded to a notice from the Land Registry stating that the Parish Council wished to negotiate with the other party and considered that it may be possible to dispose of the objection by agreement.

c. The Village Hall and Playing Field Committee, who manage the playing field site, would discuss the easement at their August meeting.

d. It was resolved that Parish Councils tries to seek a mutual resolution to the objection.

07/10/13
New Works Planters:



A request for funding had been submitted to the CLC who felt that it was an appropriate project for 

the CLC to fund.  However until UK Coal start work on the site the CLC has no funds to disperse.

It was resolved to ask the CLC if the PC could pay for the planters in the first instance and then request the funding when funds became available.

07/10/14
Signing of cheques during the July and August break.

It was resolved that any two of the three signatories could sign cheques that needed urgent payment during this period and that the said payaments would be listed for approved at the September meeting.

07/10/15
Planning applications.



It was resolved that any planning applications received during the holiday period be circulated to all 

parish councillors for comments to made.

07/10/16
The Clerk’s Report:

a. Following a letter from Mark Pritchard MP  it was resolved to write to SCC to seek clarification on the terms and conditions relating to the 4x4 site close to Buildwas Abbey,

b. Following a letter from Mark Pritchard MP it was resolved to approach the Parochial Church Council to consider whether the possible works to the church graveyard could also include ensuring that the village war memorial is also enhanced for current and future generations.

c. Following a letter from Much Wenlock Town Council it was resolved to write a letter in support of their campaign to save the Lady Forester Nursing Home.

d. A request for a Parish Councillor to represent the PC on the West Mercia Police PACT had been made by WPC Judith Macpherson.  It was resolved to ask Cllr. E. Roberts if he would be willing to carry out this role as he had responsibility for crime and police.

07/10/17
Planning:



It was resolved that the parish council would make no objections to the proposed plans for The 

Huntsman.  It was felt that the plans were in keeping with the properties within the area. Councillors 

raised concerns if there was adequate parking.  

07/10/18
Reports on borough liaison and consultation:

a. Cllrs. Hutchings and Lees had responded to the draft housing strategy 2010-2013 report.

b. Attention was drawn to the T&W Culturefest 2010.

c. The clerk reported that he had placed posters on the notice boards relating to T&W £££ for Projects.  The PC had no suggestions to make and hoped that suggestions might come from residents.

07/10/19
Report and Updates from Parish Councillors:

a. Cllrs. Good man and Lees who are members of the CLC reported that there were concerns about damage being done by the protestors to the Ancient Monument on the site.  They also pointed that there were concerns about health and safety issues relating to the activities of the protestors including health concerns and risk to walkers from the tunneling and fire risks.  Applications for projects are being encouraged by the CLC.

b. Cllr. Hutchings gave a detailed report on the Candles Gas Management (see appendix A).

c. Cllr. Hutchings reported that the white line on the edge of Wellington Road where the verges have been replanted needed to be repainted.

d. Cllr. Hutchings report on the Wrekin Forest Partnership had been previously emailed to councillors.

e. Wrekin Area Committee report from Cllr. Lees (see appendix B).

f. Cllr Lees reported that a parishioner had suggested an infrastructure committee.  It was felt that individual projects need individual leaders.

g. Cllr Goodman updated the PC on footpath 191 (Swan Farm) that had new gates suitable for horse riders.  The Clerk brought to the attention of the PC a recent phone call from Mark Pritchard MP about hedge cutting with thorns being left on the footpath and injuring animals feet.

h. Cllr. Lees reported that he was still awaiting the final numbering of some of the lamp posts. He also reported that we were still awaiting the installation of the new light in Buildwas Lane.

07/10/20
Finances:

a. It was resolved that the Barclays Bank registration form to give the Clerk access to telephone banking be signed by the three authorized signatories.

b. The balances in the bank accounts were as follows: Balance on the Community Account on 5th July was £.2061.16 This has been reconciled with the Bank Statement which shows a balance of £2,292.10   with four un-presented cheques (£23.50; £80.00; £100.00 and £27.44 to the value of £230.94.  Please note that I made a typing error in the June balance which should have read £4569.16 not £4579.16. The balance on the Business Reserve Account is £ 5,783.32.

c. It was resolved that Cllr Goodman would audit the first three months payments against the bank statement, the cash book and the cheque books.

d. It was resolved that the  following accounts be paid:

J. Marcham

Clerk’s Salary





£191.82

HMC&E


PAYE






£47.96

SLCC


Return of CiLCA Portfolio



£5.00

Alan Lees

Purchase of Mobile Phone for Emergency Committee
£25.95


George Chancellor
Printing of Newsletter




£11.75


Pat Hutchings

Expenses related to verge planting


£12.42

07/10/24
Date of the next meeting:

The next meeting will be held on 20th September, 2010 at 7.30.

Cllr. A Lees and T&W Cllr. Seymour gave their apologies as they would be on holiday.

APPENDIX A: CANDLES GAS MANAGEMENT REPORT.

At the end of February 2010 the Environment Agency made a commitment to fully audit gas management systems at Candles in response to an escalating level of concern from local residents.  Over the 15th, 16th and 17th of June a team of five officers checked each aspect of landfill gas control, including every extraction well, piece of pipe work, the surface capping of waste, all the pumps, the flare, power generating engine and the computer control system.  Further analytical work will be undertaken to identify all the trace chemical components within the gas.

The Environment Agency team was accompanied by six representatives from both Veolia and Infinis.  The level of support and cooperation was exceptionally high, with many small issues being rectified immediately.

There will be ongoing work over the next few months to take the information gathered and compare the efficiency of the infrastructure on the Candles site to a computer model of what the Environment Agency expect to happen at Candles.  The final report will include an agreed improvement programme.

The short-term impact of the work has been an increase of 50% in gas extraction when compared to the lowest levels recorded in February 2010, and a sharp decrease in odour complaints (none at all in the past 2 months) despite the warm weather.

Pat Hutchings, Chairman Candles Liaison Committee 12 July 2010.

APPENDIX B: WREKIN AREA COMMITTEE AGM.

Out of a possible 26 councils only 11 have joined the WAC.  Members who have not joined consider that it is not value for money and could gt council general information and insurance cover from other sources.

The “Mission Statement and aims of the Association of Local Councils (ALC) reads “Best and most cost effective insurance policy that a Parish Council can have” with training, updating the Code of Conduct, Legal Support and problem solving.

The Association of Local Councils serves both Shropshire and Telford and Wrekin.  Some members have wanted to form their own breakaway group.  ALC attendance at executive meetings is generally made up of 80% Shropshire and only 20% Telford and Wrekin representatives.  There was a plea from the Chair for additional T&W membership on the Executive Committee which was needed to support issues and concerns to T&W such as the PRH and RSH future policies.

It was felt that Parish Councils were not take seriously by T&W Council.  It was also felt that the T&W group needs to be more pro active within the ALC, a greater membership required.  Future prescriptions (membership fees?) to be based on price per head of residents in a parish and this will be resolved at the next ALC AGM.

Officer elected were: Chairman, Cllr. Anne Watkins, Vice Chairman Cllr. Jill Seymour and Secretary Katrina Baker.

Cllr. Alan Lees, LWPC representative on the WAC.



