
Dewlish parish council
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 28th SEPTEMBER 2026 AT DEWLISH VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7.30PM
Present: 
Cllrs W Britton, J Wood, J Booth, K Sibthorp, C Lowis, D Crossman
Chair:

Cllr Mike Fell
Clerk: 
Mrs A Crocker
Also present:
6 members of the public including Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes
1.
Period of Public Participation
26.076
 Mud on the road at Whitehill. Cllr Fell spoke to the landowner and he is going to put the tractor up the road this evening. Cllr Sibthorp reported that Dorset Council will be coming out during the first week of October to sweep the road.

The trees at Pound Lane still need to be thinned out. Cllr Wood reported that she had received an email from SSE saying that they have reviewed the trees in question and a full site survey is due to take place the week of the 28th September. Formal notification will follow giving details of a shutdown of power. There may still be an issue regarding the trees that do not affect the power lines but which are in danger of falling over in severe weather. Once the SSE work is completed, the Parish Council will consider a way forward. There may also be an issue with the trees interfering with the telephone cables. 
2.
To receive apologies for absence  
26.077
All members were present. 
3.
To receive declarations of interest and review dispensations received 
26.078
No interests were declared, and no dispensations had been received. 

4.
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 27th July 2026
26.079
A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Britton proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Wood  and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chair in the presence of the meeting. 
5.
Matters arising not covered in this meeting – for report only 
26.080
There were no matters arising not covered by the agenda. 
6.
To receive the Dorset Councillors’ Report 
26.081
A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. The issue of the boundary review was raised and Cllr Haynes noted that she has the largest ward area due to the rural nature of the area. 

The housing numbers for the new Dorset Plan are concerning and there is some doubt as to how it is going to be possible to build the 3,500 required when it has not been possible to build the 1,500 previously required. 


The Rights of Way consultation is ongoing. Signage is needed in the rural areas, together with the cleaning and repairing of the existing signs. The majority of the report is concentrating on additional cycleways in urban areas and largely ignores the rural areas. 

7.
Finance 
26.082
To note the salary increase of 3.3% as set by the national pay award 

Noted.

26.083
To approve the monthly expenditure 

The following payments had been requested:


Hugo Fox

Web hosting 04.08.26 to 31.08.26


 
    11.99

Hugo Fox 

Email hosting 11.08.26 to 07.09.26



    20.99


HMRC


August 2026 PAYE



BACS115
    44.40

A Crocker

August 2026 salary + expenses

BACS116
  220.29
Lloyds


Account charges 10.07.26 to 09.08.26


      4.25

SPD


Fingerpost repairs



BACS117
  225.54

Hugo Fox

Web hosting 02.09.26 to 30.09.26



    11.99

Lloyds


Account charges 10.08.26 to 09.09.26


      4.25

Hugo Fix

Email hosting 09.09.26 to 07.10.26



    20.99

A Crocker

September 2026 salary + expenses

BACS118
  227.14


HMRC


September 2026 PAYE


BACS119
    53.20

A Barnett

Concrete slabs, guttering for bus shelter
BACS120
  259.40

The total amount requested from the Precept is £1,105.43

Cllr Britton proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Wood and agreed unanimously.

26.084
To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 

Both reports were issued with the agenda. Cllr Crossman proposed they are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Sibthorp and agreed unanimously.
8.
To receive reports on the following matters and agree actions
26.085
To consider planning applications received 

P/FUL/2026/04530
Druce Higher Barn – Erect shoot lodge and ancillary storage buildings for agricultural and apiary equipment.

A representative from Symonds and Sampson was in attendance. The site starts in Dewlish parish and extends into Puddletown parish. The building is currently very dilapidated and will be refurbished. The nearby cottages are not included in the application. The site is well hidden with no bridleway or footpath nearby and will be on the same footprint as the original barn. The site will be offered to local schools for activities in the summer months. There is no overnight accommodation available. No objections were raised. 
Cllr Haynes left the meeting.

26.086 Police, Traffic and Roads 
A copy of the Police report for August 2026 had been issued with the agenda. There were no reported incidents in the parish.
Milborne Wood Road Safety – Matthew Price was invited to address the meeting. Mr Price gave a brief outline of the activity to date; concerns were originally raised a couple of years ago and a speed survey was undertaken in August 2025 to verify if the concerns were founded. After the results of the survey were issued, Dorset Highways were satisfied that the statistics met their criteria so no further action was necessary. The Group asked for a meeting with representatives from Dorset Council and Dorset Highways but were told that a meeting was not necessary as they were following government guidance and nothing more could be done. At this point, no further communication was received. Recently, a member of the Milbourne Wood Safety Group met with the Leader of Dorset Council, Nick Ireland, who said they were being ignored because the Parish Council were not supporting them. The Group would like the Parish Council to show its support and write to Dorset Council. 
Concerns were raised regarding the traffic survey. It was undertaken in one week in August, 7500 vehicles were recorded on a daily basis, 85% of the traffic was travelling at or below 57mph. 559 were travelling over the speed limit and 70 were travelling over 70mph, 4 over 80mph. 11 accidents and near misses have been recorded in the last 4 years. The Government guidance talks about speed being only one area when looking at road safety. Other areas to consider are a rural A road would have a presumption of 60mph where it is of a high quality, where it is not, the speed limit should be 50 or possibly 40mph. This is on the Highways website and is clearly not being followed. There are 21 access points along a  900m stretch of road at this point. Using the average mean from the traffic survey, would result in bringing the speed limit down to 50mph. Cllr Fell responded saying that the Parish Council does support the group. A letter will be sent to Nick Ireland, setting out the history of the work to date and request a formal meeting. A letter will also be sent to Cllr Haynes highlighting the point that the Parish Council seems to have been misrepresented and is supportive of the group.
26.087
Amenities and Rights of Way 

Nothing to report.

9.
To set up a working party to consider the refurbishment of the Green
26.088
Cllr Wood has created a questionnaire asking residents what they would like to see done with the Green. Should the site be kept just as a green space, perhaps. The fence is beginning to look tired and needs something doing to it. The style of the fence will need to reflect what is happening to the site. Cllr Crossman questioned whether the fence needed doing. Cllrs Crossman and Lowis will assist Cllr Wood with a more general questionnaire.
20.37 Cllr Wood left the meeting.


It was suggested that we go out to the village and ask them what they want to do with the Green rather than give a tick sheet of options. 

10.
To consider a response to the Boundary Commission Review 
26.089
 The proposed review would move Dewlish from Chalk Valley Ward to Milborne & the Winterbornes Ward. Members felt that they did not want to become part of the Milborne ward. We align greater going west towards Cheselbourne, they are small villages of similar size and similar issues. It was suggested that something is put out to the village as a whole and the impact it is likely to have for Dewlish. 
11.
Reports from Councillors 
26.090
Cllr Fell reported that he would be cleaning the chains on the memorial and will get some linseed oil for the wooden posts and seat. The Moats Cottage sign will be installed shortly.

Cllr Crossman noted the Milborne Road diversion could cause a considerable increase in the volume of traffic through the village. The fire hydrant issue needs chasing up. Thanks to people in the village who have helped – Steve Pinder for doing a wonderful job refurbishing the crossroads fingerpost. John and Sarah from Cross Cottage for helping to cut the overgrown vegetation from around the fingerpost and digging out to reset the fingerpost. Edward for moving the vegetation from the road. Andy Harris for clearing the verges up to the church so the children have somewhere to avoid the traffic. Andy Barnett for putting down the new base for the seating at the Bridges. June for providing the flowers in the planter, Chris for cleaning the telephone box for the defibrillator and Will for clearing the vegetation in the brook by the Bridges. Thank you to all for giving up their time and to all those not listed who continue to work quietly in the background. 

Cllr Sibthorp reported that Dorset Highways came out to do proactive flood work ahead of the winter and several of the local drains were cleared. The more people that communicate issues, the more proactive work they can do. 
12.
Date of the next meeting 
26.091
The next meeting will be on Monday 26th October 2026, commencing 7.30pm. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:55 hrs.
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Signed: ……………………………………….


