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Name and address of asset, including post code (if known)
Bucklebury Pound, Brownsgate, Hillfoot, Bucklebury RG7 6PG


	12-digit location number and civil parish
456130 170258 Bucklebury Parish

	West Berkshire HER Monument UID (if known)
N/A

	Name and full address of owners of asset (where known)
Mr William Russell, The Estate Office, Bucklebury Estate, Bucklebury House, Bucklebury, Berks RG7 6RR
Email hartleyrussell@btconnect.com 


	Asset type and criteria under which it qualifies for local listing (enter number under the appropriate heading – refer to criteria in Appendix A of Guidance notes)



	Building
	Structure
	Archaeological

monument
	Designed 

landscape
	Group interest

	
	3, 13, 
	
	
	

	Criteria

3 – If 1840-1919, is its design and architecture characteristic of the period? 

13 – Had it a significant and distinctive role in local history, such as agricultural?

	Current use or function
Disused


	Condition:
	Excellent 
	
	Good 
	
	Fair
	X
	Poor
	

	Summary of issues relating to condition
The brick structure of the pound is still in reasonable condition, but overgrown, and threatened by tree growth, it could do with clearance of trees and brambles.  It is noted on the Bucklebury Estate website that the pound has been restored at some past date, this may refer to the rear wall, which is of lower height, and more modern brick, possibly representing a repair or rebuild of the existing structure. 

	Date range of construction and architect or designer, if known
The Pound is marked on the OS six inch map Reference Berkshire XXXVI surveyed 1877-78 and published 1883. Whilst not marked on the map published in 1900, it is also marked on the six inch OS map Reference Berkshire XXXVI.SW published in 1913.
It therefore pre-dates 1877 and was a significant landmark at that time. Earlier dating is not possible, but it is likely that, even if the Pound is of 19th century date, it marks the site or existence of an earlier Pound.
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	Brief history of the asset
Animal Pounds were widely used across England, and most villages would have had one by the 16th or 17th century. Cattle or other straying beasts were taken to the pound (impounded), and held there until their owners could reclaim them, usually on payment of a fine or fee. If the animal was unclaimed, or the owner could not pay, the animal could be sold. 
This Pound is on the Bucklebury Estate, which dates back to Tudor times, although there is no dating evidence which can be used to confirm when the Pound was constructed prior to its mapping by OS. Of the fifteen or so Pounds in West Berkshire whose sites are noted on the HER, all are described as of 19th century origin.


	Local listing description and boundary with neighbouring properties not to be listed (please refer to the Guidance Notes)
The Pound is rectangular, of old red brick with a stone coping (the rear wall is of later red brick). There are regular shallow brick buttresses spaced externally along the walls, at the corners, and beside the gate opening, adding strength to the structure. The walls are quite high (around five foot), and the Pound is set close to the road but raised up on the roadside bank. 

The rear (south) wall abuts a bank which is shown in an early 1900’s photograph topped by a neat hedge (it is now badly overgrown). The entrance, which is still gated, is on the west side. On the east side, recent rain at the time photos were taken had led to a build up of water extending almost to the wall base of the Pound, this probably represents an existing ditch.  The front (north) wall abuts the road, although there is a stretch of roadside bank in front of it. The Pound itself is empty of internal structures, and overgrown with weeds.
Across the road and almost opposite is a property known as Brownsgate (Browns Cottages on the 1883 map). There are no other nearby structures.


	References to external documents
The Bucklebury Pound is listed on the National Register http://www.poundsandpinfolds.co.uk/id9.html  

OS six inch Berkshire Map Ref XXXVI surveyed 1877-1878 and published 1883.

OS six inch Berkshire Map Ref XXXVI.SW published 1913 

Bucklebury’s Heritage, Cecilia Millson. Bucklebury, C.L. Millson, 1975 

	Photographs taken and record of where they are archived
Seven photographs showing the Pound from the road, and its walls and interior. Privately owned, copied to West Berkshire Council. 1900’s photograph, ownership unknown.
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	List of attached documents and maps, including maps in accessible JPEG format.

	Reasons for recommendation for local listing, including (as appropriate) architectural merit, local historical and personal connections, and local character
Pounds in West Berkshire are mainly remembered in place names such as Pound Lane, Pound Street, etc. and in a few cases by commemorative plaques on the site of a former Pound. There is a Pound at Speen, marked by a post and rails, although this is not the original structure. The Bucklebury Pound does not appear to be listed on the HER, which does list Speen Pound (site of), and around fifteen other sites or possible sites of Pounds. I have not been able to find another example of an extant brick pound in West Berkshire, which makes this a rare, indeed a unique, survival for the District.
In many local authorities, existing Pounds are now nationally listed. A brick Pound in good condition, and still complete, should at the very least be protected by Local Listing and an entry on the HER. It represents an important link to the agricultural history of the District, is valued by the local residents, and has been preserved by its existence on a historic estate, in an out of the way location, where other Pounds in West Berkshire have been lost to development.


	Signature
	Assessors Name
Susan Ellis

	
	Date of Report
1st March 2017
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