HIGHCLERE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Highclere Parish Council Meeting held at
Highclere Village Hall
Tuesday 12 January 2016 at 7.00pm
Members: 		Sally Izett (Chairman), John Stoker (Vice Chairman)
Councillor Mike Jenkins, Councillor Horace Mitchell, Councillor Mike York. 
In attendance:	Clerk to the Council Sue Edwards 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

127/15 Apologies for Absence
Councillor Don Langan (unwell), Councillor Will Flack (work commitments) (LGA 1972, Sch. 12, para 40), Borough Councillor John Izett, Councillor (also Borough Councillor) Graham Falconer (work commitments), County Councillor Tom Thacker.
The Chairman asked for the Council’s good wishes for a speedy recovery to be sent to Councillor Langan.
128/15 Declarations of Interest.  
Cllr. Mitchell declared an interest in planning application 15/04493/HSE and stated that he would not take part in the review of this application.

129/15 To confirm accuracy and sign the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 8 December 2015. 
The Minutes were circulated and it was unanimously resolved that the minutes be accepted as an accurate record.  They were duly signed by the Chairman, Sally Izett.

130/15 To Progress Resolutions from 8 December 2015 (Matters arising from the Minutes).
107/15 Environment – Cllr. Stoker inspected the HCC owned bridge and said that it was fine with the use of the hand rail.
121/15 Planning – Cllr. Mitchell confirmed that Cllr. Falconer has asked BDBC planning officers if they were aware of the Regis consultation and they have not had an approach.

131/15 Public Participation – no members of the public were present.

132/15 Reports from Borough & County Councillors
There are no reports this month.
 
133/15 Westridge Studio
The Clerk has arranged a meeting of parish councillors with Roger Taylor, Wellers Law Group for 14 January 2016. 

134/15 Heathlands & Woodlands Improvement Project Update.
Cllr. Stoker gave a summary of the progress on the Little Penwood project. Cllrs Stoker and Jenkins together with the Parish Clerk met with Frank Wright (Senior Tree Officer), Daniel Bailey (Play and Open Space Officer), and Stephanie Dent (Wellbeing Officer – Sports). The Little Penwood area has been cleared of rubbish and over grown trees, in particular, holly bushes. Tree bark has been shredded to provide a base for the path. Daniel Bailey is investigating equipment that can be placed along the trim trail and Stephanie Dent is planning “way marking posts” for walkers and joggers. Cllr. Stoker also suggested provision of an informative notice at the beginning of the trail giving details of the history of the wood, the types of trees and their relevance to the area (e.g. Highclere Holly). The trail is not suitable for bicycles or quad bikes. Felled trees are to be covered with earth bunds to block vehicular access.  The BDBC team are planning to complete the work by March 2016.
Action – Cllr. Stoker to continue to liaise with BDBC. The Parish Clerk to invite the team to speak at the Parish Assembly in May.

135/15 HM the Queen 90th Birthday – Cllr. Mitchell is still to discuss ideas with Highclere Society and the Highclere Village Hall committee. Cllr. Stoker said that the oak tree in The Glebe, planted to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, was flourishing.

136/15 Report on Environment
Lengthsman – Cllr. Jenkins stated that there was still £300 in this year’s budget and that work was scheduled that would utilise this money. 
Action – Cllr. Jenkins to discuss straightening the road sign at the Yew Tree Inn, clearing the footpath on A343 Flexford House towards Highclere Street, gravel clearance in the road
near to the Yew Tree Inn. 
Litter – The Highclere Parish Clerk, following an approach from Burghclere Parish Clerk, met Sarah Bosley to discuss the litter situation at Tot Hill. 
Action – Highclere Parish Council will liaise with Burghclere Parish Council to see how the litter situation can be improved within the Tot Hill Services site.
The Clerk explained that the litter warden is finding black bin bags of rubbish dumped along the A343 and in the Drove at Great Penwood. This often contains shopping receipts and credit card numbers.
Action – Cllr. Mitchell to investigate the legal position regarding dumping litter and tracking offenders

137/15 Roads and Transport: 
Speedwatch – Cllrs Flack and Langan were previously asked to suggest roads to receive “Slow Down” stickers. Cllrs Flack and Langan were asked to suggest sites for the portable SID.
Action – the Chairman asked the Clerk to investigate the process of obtaining a licence to enable the Council to site the SID device within the Parish.
Action – the Chairman asked the Clerk to obtain up-to-date accident statistics for the A343 in the Parish.

138/15 Report on Planning

	BDBC No.
	Date sent by BDBC
	Address

	15/04067/LBC
	10/12/15
	Top Farm, Highclere Street

	15/04333/LBC
	16/12/15
	Messenger Cottage, Highclere Street

	15/04291/FUL
	24/12/15
	Hillside Pole Barn, Andover Road

	15/04493/HSE
	08/01/16
	Pitt House, Mount Road



The Council had No Comment to make on any of these planning applications.
Curridge Car Sales application - Cllr. Mitchell said that the Curridge Car Sales application was still ongoing and he would be attending the BDBC planning meeting on 13 January with Borough Councillor John Izett. 
Regis Homes Development Proposals - The Parish Council is aware of the leaflet circulated to residents by Regis Homes and their public event at the Village Hall on Monday 14 December 2016. At present there is no planning application for the site, which is to the rear of the Red House and Rutherford Close; if a planning application is made it will be handled by Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council as Local Planning Authority (LPA). The Council, together with our local Borough Councillors, will keep a careful watch on the situation; as with all planning matters the Parish Council are also in contact with the Highclere Society. Should a planning application be made, the Parish Council expects to work with Borough Councillors and officers of the LPA to organise a public meeting at which councillors and residents can be fully informed about what is proposed and Councillors can hear residents’ views.
BDBC Local Plan - BDBC are consulting on what should be the final amendments to the draft Local Plan, as agreed with the Inspector. The consultation closes on 8 February 2016. The relevant documents can be found on the Local Plan pages of the council’s website at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/localplanmods and include:

· Schedule A: Proposed Main Modifications following Local Plan Examination Hearings
· An addendum to the Sustainability Appraisal incorporating a Strategic Environmental Assessment 
· Equalities Impact Assessment Addendum
· Habitats Regulation Assessment Update
· Schedule B: Proposed Minor Modifications following Local Plan Examination Hearings (i.e. typos)
HPC has one printed copy of Schedule A (only). Cllr Mitchell felt there were a couple of items of interest:

1. Change ref PM147, which addresses ‘small scale residential proposals of a scale and type that meet a locally agreed need’ at the edge of settlements (i.e. places like Highclere parish that don’t have a settlement policy boundary). There are two proposed changes:
0. Removing the condition requiring “the support of the local parish council
0. A footnote added to define ‘small scale’ as being ‘four dwellings or fewer’.

1. There are changes that strengthen the requirement to provide improved cycling and walking provision (References PM167, 168, 169). These could help if HPC and East Woodhay PC were to try to move forward on a cycle/walk provision between Highclere and the edge of West Berkshire.

Proposed response to the consultation:
PM147: Highclere Parish Council objects to the removal of parish council support as a requirement for residential development at the edge of settlements and believes that this undermines national policy to empower local communities and also undermines the principle of settlement policy boundaries. Highclere Parish Council welcome, however, the clarification by footnote that ‘small scale’ in this context means ‘four dwellings or fewer’.

PM167, 168, 169: Highclere Parish Council welcomes the increased focus on provision of improved cycling and walking provision. The need for this is particularly acute in rural areas where public transport services have been sharply reduced over recent years and are expected to be further reduced.
Action – Cllr. Mitchell to send HPC response to BDBC

139/15 Financial Matters. 
Precept Setting 
The Clerk provided up-to-date figures for expense incurred to 31 December 2015, an estimate of year end expense and a third draft of budget (and precept) figures for 2016/17.  The Chairman stated that the litter wardens were funded by BDBC, the BDBC grant was set to stay in 2016/17 but the Council Tax Support Grant had been reduced this year. The Precept must be approved and minuted at the 12 January 2016 meeting and applied for before 31 January 2016.The Council are advised to keep 1 ¼ years precept in reserves. 
The Clerk as Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) submitted to the Council the proposed budget for the year 2016/2017. The estimated expenditure for 2015/16 is £ 31758.  This includes cleaning Penwood bus shelter, purchasing new noticeboards for Penwood and Highclere Village Hall, purchasing two new litter bins for the parish and the S106 payment for the Little Penwood project (money which could only be spent on Open Spaces). The proposed expenditure for 2016/17 is £21641.
The BDBC Limited Grant of £1100 has to be applied for but the Council Tax Grant will be granted without an application. However, this has been reduced again to £502 (this grant was £629 in 2014/15). 
All Councillors were handed a copy of the proposed budget and Precept recommendation (£14887 which is 1.3% more than the 2010-2011 Precept). A copy of the background to the Precept request, and the budget for 2016-17, was signed by the Chairman and attached to the minutes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr.  Horace Mitchell proposed the Resolution to accept the Precept recommendation and Cllr.  John Stoker seconded the motion. The motion was carried unanimously and recorded under minute 139/15.
Resolution: to apply for a Precept of £14887.
The Chairman S. Izett, Cllrs J. Stoker & M. Jenkins and the Parish Clerk as Responsible Financial Officer signed the request for Precept forms. The Chairman thanked the Clerk for her work on the Precept recommendation.
Action – the Clerk as RFO to send in the Precept forms to Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council.
Accounts for payment 12 January 2016
January payments were approved by Councillors Jenkins and Stoker

	Date
	Expenditure
	Purpose
	VAT
	Total

	incurred
	 
	 
	 
	 

	31/11/15
	Amendment to clerk's Nov salary payment
	Full payment not made
	0.00
	50.00

	08/12/15
	Chairman's Allowance
	Chairman's expenses
	0.00
	127.50

	11/01/16
	Clerk's Expenses – Moneysoft
	Payroll software package
	12.00
	72.00

	31/12/15
	Litter Warden
	December Fuel Allowance
	0.00
	13.95

	31/01/16
	Clerk's Salary
	January Salary
	0.00
	770.86

	31/01/16
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	0.00
	25.74

	31/01/16
	Litter Warden Salary
	January Salary
	0.00
	415.40

	
	
	
	
	

	02/01/16
	BT Parish phone
	Direct debit
	3.16
	18.94



140/15 Correspondence received
BDBC Local Plan Consultation
Emergency Plan - updated. The Clerk has posted the updated plan on the website.
BDBC signage for Smoke Free Play Areas
Action – the Clerk to inform BDBC that the Council does not require these signs.

141/15 Councillors’ matters to be included in the next meeting 
Queen’s 90th Birthday. Westridge Studio.  Councillors to email the Clerk with other matters to be included.

142/15 Date of the next Council Meeting – 9 February 2016


Adjournment: there being no further business the meeting closed at 8.28pm



Summary of Actions: 


134/15 Heathlands & Woodlands Improvement Project Update. Cllr. Stoker to continue to liaise with BDBC. 
The Parish Clerk to invite the Little Penwood team to speak at the Parish Assembly in May.
135/15 HM the Queen 90th Birthday. Cllr. Mitchell to discuss ideas with Highclere Society and the Highclere Village Hall committee. 
136/15 Report on Environment
Lengthsman. Cllr. Jenkins to discuss straightening the road sign at the Yew Tree Inn, clearing the footpath on A343 Flexford House towards Highclere Street, gravel clearance in the road near to the Yew Tree Inn. 
Litter. Highclere Parish Council will liaise with Burghclere Parish Council to see how the litter situation can be improved within the Tot Hill Services site.
Cllr. Mitchell to investigate the legal position regarding dumping litter and tracking offenders.
137/15 Roads and Transport: 
The Chairman asked the Clerk to obtain up-to-date accident statistics for the A343 in the Parish.
Speedwatch. The Chairman asked the Clerk to investigate the process of obtaining a licence to enable the Council to site the SID device within the Parish.
138/15 Report on Planning. Cllr. Mitchell to send HPC response to the Local Plan consultation to BDBC.
139/15 Financial Matters. 
Precept Setting. The Clerk as RFO to send in the Precept forms to Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council.
140/15 Correspondence received
BDBC signage for Smoke Free Play Areas. The Clerk to inform BDBC that the Council does not require these signs.









Signed ________________________   Position ________________Date ________
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