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MINUTES OF CAYTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Caythorpe War Memorial Hall, 20th November 2025

Present: Cllrs Kerry (Chair), Freeman, Larder, Newbury
In Attendance: N Cope (clerk), Cllr Roger Jackson


Public Participation

056/25 To receive and accept apologies.
Cllrs Ravenscroft and Pallister sent their apologies.

057/25 To receive and note declarations of interest.
None.

058/25 To accept the Minutes from the last Parish Council meeting
Minutes of the last meeting on 18th September were accepted as an accurate record and signed by the Chair.

059/25	Councillor resignation and vacancy
Cllrs Freeman and Pallister have submitted their resignations to the Chair and clerk.  The vacancies will be advertised for 14 working days on the noticeboard and NC will put the vacancy on Facebook and the website.  Applications to be submitted by 12th December.  NC will circulate any completed application forms and the new Councillor can be co-opted at the December meeting unless an election is requested.

060/25 Time allocated for District County Councillor Roger Jackson
Cllr Jackson has sent an email to the enforcement team for more information about the Old Volunteer enforcement action.  Local Government Reform is being discussed at the Council, no decisions have been made yet.  There may well be a rise in tax if Rushcliffe and Newark & Sherwood are merged with Mansfield and Ashfield.  Newark and Sherwood are doing an initiative where if you buy plants and bulbs, a group will come and plant them – he will give NC the details to contact someone about this.

061/25 Village maintenance and Highways
No groups of speeding vehicles recently.  A bit quieter currently.  ACTION: NC to send a reminder letter for staff at the Byars.  

062/25	To receive monthly defibrillator report 
As Cllr Pallister has now resigned, someone needs to take on the monthly checks.  Cllr Newbury suggested buying a new defibrillator as the previous one is quite old.  ACTION: Cllr Kerry to ask Sharon (Black Horse) about the age of the defibrillator and whether she is happy for a new one to be sited there.

063/25	Planning
Applications: None

Decisions: 25/01402/AGR| Application to determine if prior approval required for proposed general purpose agricultural storage building together with a bridge for agricultural purposes and associated hardstanding under Schedule 2 part 6|Field Reference Number 1587 Main Street Caythorpe: Prior Approval Not Required

064/25 Finances
a. Payments and note receipts: Clerk pay for October & November: APPROVED. Councillor training £45: APPROVED. Payment for Salt bins £186 and dog bin emptying £179.40 noted.  Aqua sacs invoice of £907.20 discussed – this should be coming straight from the Flood Resilience Grant, but may have to be paid and reclaimed – NC will enquire.
b. Bank reconciliation APPROVED. Balance of 10/11 is £17,364.42
c. Updated salary scales for Clerk and backpay of 49p per hour backdated to May noted and APPROVED.
d. Asset register APPROVED. NC will upload to the website.

065/25 Trusteeship
Cllr Newbury had sent around a document about trusteeship detailing a PC as Trustees of a Village Hall.  She reported that the governing document needs to be updated to reflect this.  She has started this and it would stipulate the responsibilities. This may require some legal advice and someone to witness and sign it.  Decisions need to be made about how often to meet etc. Cllr Kerry suggested that twice a year should be sufficient including an AGM.  ACTION: NC to look at the governing document and Cllr Kerry to ask associates if they know of anyone who can produce that sort of document.  NC to look into Trustee Indemnity Insurance.
  
066/25 Church update
Cllr Newbury has emailed for an update from the Church twice with no response.  Cllr Kerry suggested emailing the Bishop also and explain the lack of communication so far.  Cllr Newbury suggested discussing the issue with the Heritage Commission.  They can enforce the renovation of the building.  ACTION: Cllr Newbury to forward the communication to the Bishop and seek guidance from the Heritage Commission.

067/25 Legal advice over Village Hall car park
Cllr Newbury explained that PC have a legal contract with the VH committee to maintain the car park and have access to Rae’s Meadow over the car park and have had access over it for many years.  There has been no response to communication and negotiation over the car park.  Legal advice could be sought to see if the VH have adverse access over the car park and the access.  The concern would be that if the Church is delisted and demolished, the land would be reclaimed and potentially built upon.  

068/25 Maintenance of Rae’s Meadow
Cllr Kerry suggested purchasing an automated mower for Rae’s Meadow.  Cllr Freeman reported that there is a gardener who mows the field.  The concern was that the mower could be quite valuable and might be easily stolen.  Cllr Kerry also brought up the maintenance of the boundary fence, which would fall under the Council’s responsibility and not the Village Hall.  ACTION:  Cllr Jackson to ask his son about the price of fencing and Cllr Freeman to get a price for the mower.  Cllr Newbury asked when the Newark and Sherwood Spring Clean was and was keen to apply early – NC to find out who supplies the equipment and when this might take place.

069/25 Website
NC reported that the new domain name is not yet confirmed.  Once it is she will organise the Council-owned email addresses for all Councillors.

070/25 Speeding
Discussed under Highways 061/25 above.

071/25 Flood Storage
NC reported that the Flood Resilience Grant has a new wave of funding of up to £2500.  This could be used for a Flood Store. Defer discussion to next meeting when Flood warden can attend.

072/25	Noticeboards
The quote for an A1 magnetic noticeboard would be £510 + VAT including delivery.  NC reported that it can be mounted to the post already in situ.  It will £65 extra for a header. ACTION: It was resolved for NC to order, with a header and get it fitted.



073/25 Policy approval
NC circulated the IT, data breach and sexual harassment policies before the meeting.  These were APPROVED. ACTION: NC will add to the website.

074/25	Church magazine
NC enquired with the Church magazine about having the minutes published.  This would be charged at £10 per page.  NC explained that draft minutes would have to be submitted as they would be too far out of date to wait for approved minutes.   This was approved.

075/25 Correspondence
All correspondence was circulated to Councillors via email before the meeting. No further actions.

076/25 Dates and items for future meetings
Next meeting is 18th December, 15th January and 19th February.  Cllr Kerry asked who would step in as Chair whilst he was away.  Cllr Larder was happy to Chair the first meeting and then swap on a rota.  NC has invited Vicky Tomlinson to attend for a summary of the Village Hall annual accounts if they are ready by then.  Cllr Kerry suggested the next meeting was at his house.

077/25	Private and Confidential
None

078/25 Close at 20.45





Approved by the Chair on Thursday 18th December, Signed:
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