MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 13th JULY 2026 AT SYDLING ST NICHOLAS VILLAGE HALL


Present:		Cllrs P Gower, S Shears, D Tucker, A Newman, G Walker

Chair:			Cllr C Legg

Clerk:			Mrs A Crocker

Also Present:		2 members of the public and Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes

1.	To receive apologies for absence 

26.037	All members were present. 

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests 

26.038	No interests were declared at this stage and no requests for dispensations had been received. 

3.	To approve the minutes of meetings held on the 11th May 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk235111243]26.039	Annual Parish Meeting

	A copy of the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Newman proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Tucker and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

Annual Parish Council Meeting

	A copy of the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Gower proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Shears and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting for report only 

26.040	There were no matters arising not covered by the agenda. 

5.	To receive an update from the Chair 

26.041	Cllr Legg reported that the Cerne Giant Marathon had been well attended. No figures were available at this stage. 

6.	Democratic discussion period 

26.042 Discussion took place regarding flooding and the reporting of flood incidents. Dorset Council do not have Sydling highlighted as a flood risk area as they have no reports of flooding in the village, this despite the fact that the Environment Agency are well aware of the problems in the village. 
7.	Unitary Councillor’s Report 

26.043 A copy of Cllr Haynes report had been issued with the agenda. 

8.	To Co-opt a new Parish Councillor 

26.044	 Anne Brown had kindly put her name forward for the vacancy on the Parish Council. Cllr Legg proposed she is elected to the Council. This was seconded by Cllr Shears and agreed unanimously. 

9.	Finance 

26.045	To agree retrospective and current payment approvals for May, June and July 2026 

	The following payments were requested:

	Lloyds			Account charges 10.03.26 to 09.04.26	   	         4.25
	Lloyds			Account charges 10.04.26 to 09.05.26		         4.25
	Gallagher		Mower insurance to 09.06.27		BACS058	     148.27
	Gallagher		Combined insurance to 31.05.27	BACS059	     566.49
	Hugo Fox		Web hosting 19.05 to 15.06.26			       11.99
	Chalk Stream Cars	Donation				BACS060	     125.00
	Dorset Council	Bin empties 30.0326 to 28.03.27	BACS061	     338.84
	Play Inspection Co	Annual play area inspection		BACS062	     162.00
	HMRC			June 2026 PAYE			BACS063	       50.60
	A Crocker		June 2026 salary + expenses		BACS064	     294.91
	Lloyds			Account charges 10.05.26 to 09.06.26		         4.25
	Hugo Fox		Email hosting 28.04.26 to 26.05.26			       20.99
	Lantern Accounting	Internal audit ye 31.03.26		BACS065	     145.00
	A Banks		Reimburse mower fuel		BACS066	       60.09
	Hugo Fox		Web hosting 17.06.26 to 15.07.26			       11.99
	Hugo Fox  		Email hosting 30.06.26 to 26.07.26			       20.99
	A Crocker		July 2026 salary + expenses		BACS067	     223.32
	HMRC			July 2026 PAYE			BACS068	       50.80
	
	The total requested from the Precept is £2,239.03.

	Cllr Shears proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Newman and agreed unanimously.

26.046	To agree the bank reconciliation and position against budget 

	A copy of the reports had been issued with the agenda. Both were noted. 
	
26.047	To retrospectively agree the period for the Exercise of Public Rights for the year ended 31st March 2026 

	The dates had been set from Monday 29th June to Friday 7th August 2026 and the notice was posted on the 23rd June. Cllr Legg proposed the dates are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Newman and agreed unanimously. 




26.048	To review and accept the Internal Audit Report for the year ended 31st March 2026 

	The report had been issued to all members with the agenda. 11 recommendations were made and these will be dealt with over the next few months. A full copy of the report and recommendations is available on the Parish Council website.

26.049	To review the bank mandate 

	This was one of the recommendations made by the audit. At present there are three signing authorities on the account: Cllrs Legg, Shears and Newman. Cllr Tucker proposed no amendments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Gower and agreed unanimously.

26.050	To consider and adopt the Reserves Policy 

	A copy of the draft policy had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Legg proposed the policy is adopted. This was seconded by Cllr Shears and agreed unanimously. A copy of the policy will be available on the website. 

10.	To review the Asset Register 

26.051	A copy of the amended Register had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Newman proposed this is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Shears and agreed unanimously. 

11.	To receive reports on the following matters in the parish  

26.052	Planning applications 

(i) P/HOU/2026/03054	1 Orchard Close – Erect single storey extensions and loft conversion

It was felt that there would be negligible impact upon flooding, sewers and traffic and the view from the roads was acceptable. The applicant has discussed the proposal with a neighbour and they were happy with the proposal. Members agreed to support the application. 

26.053	Play Park 

	Zip wire – Following the receipt of the annual report, the zip wire had been disabled. It was agreed that a copy of the report will be passed to the regular contractor and he will be asked to work his way through the various issues raised. 

26.054Footpaths 

	Fingerposts – Cllr Gower reported that he had received written confirmation from Dorset Highways that the most practical and appropriate protection for the fingerpost at the Cross would be to place large stones within the highway verge. They should be painted white and placed 500mm from the carriageway edge. As far as liability is concerned, although they form part of the fingerpost structure, Dorset Highways have given permission and provided specifications and, as such, the Parish Council would be covered by their permission and both would be able to defend against any claim made. 



26.055	Police, Traffic and Roads 

	The June Police report had been issued with the agenda. 

26.056	Tree update 

	Nothing to report.

26.057	Flooding 

	Following the previous discussion regarding the lack of information relating to flooding held by Dorset Council, Cllr Haynes reported that, as long as the information could be gathered and passed to her by the end of August, it would be possible for the village to apply for funding. Cllr Walker agreed to try and gather the information and the Clerk will put him in touch with a councillor from Maiden Newton who has undertaken the same exercise recently.

12.	Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

26.058	None.

13.	Items for the next meeting 

26.059	If anyone has any points they would like raised at the next meeting or added to the agenda, please contact the Clerk by the 1st September.

14.	To agree the date of the next meeting 

26.060 Monday 8th September 2026

There being no further business, the meeting closed at hrs. 
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Signed:…………………………………………………
