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Open Meeting 
On Wednesday 17th September 2025 
at 7:30pm 
at Stoke St Milborough Village Hall
Draft minutes
Present: Cllrs G.Price (Chair), B.Norgrove, T. Baylis, M.Vigar, I.Powell, T.Whiteman, E.James. W.Richards(Clerk). Cllr Colin Stanford of Shropshire Council and one member of public.
1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr C. Dahn
2. Declarations of Interest relating to this meeting: None
3. Minutes: The minutes from 17-7-25 were discussed and unanimously agreed are a correct record
4. Matters Arising: None
5. Finance: Balance as of 27th June 2025 Current Account £7871.34 plus £5820.78 in reserve account.
6. Highway Maintenance Officer advert for approval: Presented. Agreed. Clerk to send to West of the Clee and put on notice boards. Ashley to post on Community Social Media groups.
7. Memorandum of Understanding: Circulated prior to the meeting and paper copy presented. Discussed whether to join up and sign. Cllr Vigar gives update from Chairs network meeting: it is a draft and we don’t have to sign it. Chair read opening description. Cllr Stanford gave comments regarding some other PCs discussions regarding the MOU. Cllr Baylis thinks it’s positive but lacks information. Cllr Norgrove mentions the positive of improved communication. Cllr Stanford would like to see communication improve. Cllr Baylis proposes support and sign, Cllr Norgrove seconds. Cllr Whiteman proposes not to sign, seconded by Cllr Vigar because of concerns over financing of projects. Cllr Baylis proposes questioning how it would be financed. Would it include highways maintenance? Would the meetings be in person or remote? How often would there be meetings and what days/times as Cllrs work. Agreed not to sign at the moment but ask the above questions.
8. Lease of Blackford Chapel Graveyard: The PC are still awaiting official paperwork, clerk gave a summary provided by Mr Williams. Clerk to forward lease to SALC for NALC to look at on behalf of PC. Clerk to ask Insurer whether they would cover the graveyard, and an estimate.
Reports: Chairman’s Network Meeting: Cllr Vigar attended. Shropshire Council has an overspend. All-non-statutory works won’t be completed if situation can’t be improved. An Independent Board are coming in to examine non-statutory  expenses and where money could be saved. There remains issues with Faster Broadband roll-out. Cllr Stanford reports that Shropshire Council have declared a financial emergency. Therefore each body is being asked to cut non-statutory requirements. The Northern Relief Road is still uncertain. There are devolution issues; including healthcare provision being joined with Stoke and Stafford as well as Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin. We are also likely to be paired with West Mercia, Stoke and Stafford for policing. Children Services have received an Outstanding from Ofsted. Highways now have a Task and Finish group led by Ed Potter. They are looking at the Kier contract which ends January 2026.
Village Hall report from Ashley: Marches Energy Agency are working with the village Hall to be a warm-hub. They are accessing a grant through N-power to improve the Halls energy efficiency. They have actioned a quote for Solar panels. The energy bills are the Halls main expense. They are also applying for an air to air heat source pump. The deadline is the end of September. Marches Energy will submit the Halls bid in order to showcase their options to others. Cllr Baylis questioned the air to air heat source pump being expensive to run. Marches Energy are a charity based in Shrewsbury which are government funded. Little Wenlock Village Hall have worked with them. Ashley explained he would be needing to take some time off from Village commitments and therefore requests support for the Village Hall committee. Chair gives Thanks from the PC to Ashley for all of his work so far, and wishes him luck, as his absence will be a big gap to fill. SALC Area Meeting: Cllr Price reports on Cleobury Sports Centre being at risk, Shropshire Council won’t offer their annual financial support to Teme Leisure for its management at Cleobury.
9. Correspondence The village Defibrillator was used, discussed. Pads expire December 2025, quoted £74.40 to replace: unanimously agree to purchase. Clerk to action an instruction notice to be inserted in defib with Chair and Clerk contact details on. Agreed. Clerk to organise first aid and defib training. Cllrs to be trained on how to check and replace the defib box. Area Committee Working Group have requested any representations PCs would like, Clerk circulated. 3rd October is a Nature Recovery Conference. Marches Artists for Nature have an exhibition. Restoring Shropshires Verges Project AGM 7th October. Planning reference 25/01076/FUL has been granted. Road Closures unnamed road West of Haytons Bent will remained closed until 13th Feb. 2026. Have Your Say: Help shape the future of adult mental health inpatient services in Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin. Survey will be online. Dangerous tree overhanging the road towards Postons. Clerk to ask Mr R. Morgan who owns that land. The potholes at Cleestanton have been very poorly completed and therefore won’t last: very inefficient. However Blackford repairs have been done very well, despite slowly.
10. Items for the next meeting: Blackford Chapel and Memorandum of Understanding
11. Date of Next Meeting: 21-1-26
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