                                                     TONG PARISH COUNCIL
   
Minutes of meeting held on 20th January 2025 at the Village Hall, Tong at 7pm
Present Cllr Paul Fisher (Chairman), David Williams, John Moore, Helen Owen, Helen Rutter
1. There were no declarations of interest
2. The minutes of the meeting held on 30th September 2024 were approved and signed.
3. There were no matters arising not covered by the Agenda.
4. Highways Matters A disappointing response from the Surveyor regarding the Site Meeting was referred to  the MP and Shropshire Councillor Ed Bird who was the more helpful in confirming that all issues raised had been logged in to the system and would be activated as funds allowed. Ed Bird suggested a prioritisation of a single issue- this being the HGV  parking.
A traffic accident on the A41 had now completely  demolished the sign (Stanton Rd junction). 
5. Local Plan Update A meeting of the Cabinet on February 14th would agree Shropshire Council’s  response to the Inspectors’ concerns followed by an anxious wait as to its acceptance or the prospect of the process being scrapped altogether.
6. Correspondence i.  A Police Report had been circulated with a request to update the Charter- Tong’s priority remained speeding issues along  Offoxey Road and Tong  Norton . ii. A request to assist with local connections. Iii. A request from Sheriffhales Parish Council to work together on issues with other local Parishes- the Chairman had tried to make contact without success.
7. To set the Precept 2025/6
Budgetary considerations were inflationary increases in administration; the renewal   continuing support of Consultancy fees re Planning.  We had received excellent value from support with issues where Councillors did not possess the necessary terminology. It was agreed to support a further three year Servicing Contract on the Church Clock.  
A 4% increase in the Precept was agreed- to £4,921.
8. Accounts Clerk’s Salary  £1,000  expenses £39.75
Contribution to Consultancy- Local Plan research and hearing £319.31
Hire of Hall (Jan.)  £20
9. Supplementary to Agenda 
Notice had been served on the Travellers’ site at Tong Forge on 26th November to be vacated by 4th June. Negotiations would begin on an alternative site not in the green belt.
Bradford Estates had no plans to develop a wedding venue at Meashill Farm at present. They had given reassurance that any change of use of the units at Tong Hill Farm would be subject to planning permission and thus properly consulted.
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Local Elections were scheduled for 1st May 2025
 
Village Hall- Andrew introduced himself as the new Treasurer. He was concerned that outgoings exceeded income. An improved heating system had been installed. Hiring costs would be increased. The Chairman asked if a copy of the accounts could be forwarded .

10. Date of next meetings   Monday 19th May 2025- the Annual Parish and the Parish Council’s Annual Meeting.  7pm
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