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Swaffham Town Council

Minutes of the Transport, Access & Environment Committee meeting held on Tuesday 6th October 2020 at 4.00pm via virtual media link.

Councillors:	Mrs J Anscombe, Mrs L Beech, Mr K Sandle,  Mrs J Skinner.

Non-voting Councillors:	Mr L Scott, Mr G Edwards.

Committee members:		Mrs K Gordon (In the Chair), Mr P Bray, Mr S Sole, Mr J Zielinski.

Norfolk County Council:	David Jacklin (from 4.20pm)

Deputy Clerk:	Mrs C Smith.
Minute Taker:		Ms K Furnass.

	
1. Apologies and reasons for absence.
No apologies received.

2. Declarations of interest 
No declarations received.

3. Traffic, Access or Environmental issues from non-Members and Councillors 
The Chairman welcomed Cllr Scott to the meeting. He would be addressing the meeting later in the agenda. The Chairman also noted that the Parish Partnership was not on the agenda.

4. Minutes
The minutes of 4th August 2020 were agreed as a true and accurate account.

5. To Consider Issues to discuss with the Highways Engineer David Jacklin.
As Mr Jacklin was absent from the meeting an update was given on the following points: 

5.3 Footpath at Castle Acre Road from Tesco junction to Waitrose junction. Work has been scheduled in to resolve the problem.

5.4 Crumbling footpath at Brancaster Way. No action to be taken at this time but it will be monitored.

Mr Jacklin joined the meeting at this point and was able to answer on the remaining agenda items:

5.1 Footpath from London Street to Campingland: Work had been scheduled in but due to the recent weather conditions had not yet been completed. It was suggested that a trim was not good enough, a major cutback was required. If the Committee agreed Cllr Skinner offered to visit the resident to try to resolve the situation.
It was acknowledged this was an ongoing issue that had been raised on previous occasions and was still outstanding.

It was agreed for Cllr Skinner to visit the resident to try to resolve the situation.
	
         Mr Jacklin was asked to follow up with any actions required resulting from Cllr Skinners visit. It would be an item for the next agenda.

5.2 Timescale for utility reinstatement of metal work – London St/Haspalls Rd/Globe Hill.
No update given.

5.3 As above 

5.4 As above

5.5 Highway Rangers. It was confirmed that the Rangers were working as normal. Their usual schedule was quarterly, but this was flexible. Any requests to be emailed to Mr Jacklin marked as “Rangers”
	
	5.6 It was asked if the work on the footpaths at Theatre Street were still going to happen. Mr
         Jacklin confirmed yes it was. He was not sure of the date but would confirm by email to the
         Committee.

6. Outstanding Actions
6.1 Review of Strategic priorities: document considered on 8th October 2019.
The Chair reported that it was disappointing that not much had been achieved on any of the three priorities. Lock Down then happened. The Committee didn’t want any work done to be lost. 
Cllr Anscombe commented on the Greener & Cleaner Strategy and proposed to incorporate this into the Strategic Plan. They could be looked at afresh and then added to the agenda for the December meeting.
It was agreed to incorporate the Greener & Cleaner Strategy into the Strategic Plan to be looked at afresh and then added to the agenda for the December meeting.

6.2 Heritage Action Zone and Market Town Initiative funding date. Cllr’s Anscombe and Scott had met with representatives from Heritage and Breckland. The next step was for Breckland to appoint a Project Officer. 
There were concerns that the public were not aware that the money was to be used for buildings and infrastructure. Concern was also raised that a bid already in had been rushed just to beat the deadline. Cllr Scott reported that Historic England were prepared to be flexible on any bids. 
The Committee were waiting for a list from Breckland with details of buildings and landlords. It was thought others not on the list could also apply. It was proposed for the Committee to 1. Make a list of buildings the Committee would like to see included. 2. Contact Mr Mullen from Breckland for an update and what would be the next step.
It was agreed to 1. Make a list of buildings the committee would like to see included. 2. Contact Mr Mullen from Breckland for an update and what would be the next step.

Cllr Scott offered to send to the Committee relevant items on the bid to help with their list.

7. Walking and Cycling
7.1 Working Group “Gear Change” vision for cycling and walking.
Cllr Beech, Mr J Zielinski and Mr J Reed were working on a Cycling Safer document. The aim was to have short term, medium term, and long term actions. 
Mr Jacklin informed the meeting that Norfolk County Council would come up with a strategy first then an action Plan. He offered to find out who to contact and inform the Committee.

Items discussed included;
· Cycle route from Sandringham Way through Filby Road onto Wolferton Drive.
· Safer routes not necessarily shorter routes.
· White Cross Road – School Street.
· Cycle stands for the town centre.
· Ramp at the Churchyard.
· Refuge island at junction of Mangate Street and New Sporle Road.
· Road surface on Bears Lane

[bookmark: _Hlk53483618]It was suggested that Mr Jacklin could look at funding for three short term actions 1.Safe access at the junction of Mangate Street and New Sporle Road. 2. Improving the road surface at Bears Lane. 3. Cycle route through Filby Road and Wolferton Drive.
It was agreed for Mr Jacklin to look at funding for three short term actions 1.Safe access at the junction of Mangate Street and New Sporle Road. 2. Improving the road surface at Bears Lane. 3. Cycle route through Filby Road and Wolferton Drive.

8. Traffic, Parking and Infrastructure
8.1 NCC network improvement strategy: document considered on 7th January 2020
Still awaiting a report back from Mr Parks

8.2 Theatre Street Signage: This is with Breckland where various departments are involved. 
It was clarified that signs were needed for outside of the town to show there is parking available at Theatre Street and for town centre signs to direct to the car park. Cllr Anscombe would try to follow up with Breckland for an update.

8.3 Station Street HGV/Car Park: Breckland would need to find an alternative area for this to go forward. It was thought that if the Barn were purchased the lorry park would make  a suitable car park facility. Cllr Scott would chase up Breckland for any progress.

8.4 Whitecross Road: There are concerns with lorries using this road to transport to the Bio Mass plant. They are also using Cley Road. It was thought that when this went through planning a traffic route was agreed. Cllr Scott offered to look at the original planning application from Pickenham Estates and then write to the Company who he understood were mindful of the effect on locals. This would also be copied to Breckland.

To minute – SAM2 had been requested for White Cross Road. Mr Jacklin was asked to look into this.

8.5 Northwell Pool Road: It had been reported that restrictions alongside the pool were not adequate. It was asked whether Anglian Water could put barriers in place.
Mr Jacklin was aware of the signs for restrictions for motor vehicles. He was asked to look into any enforcement.

8.6 Tree Planting: Good news on the availability of the trees. Next step is to send in a planting proposal. The Deputy Clerk was asked to look into a project for Orford Road which could then be taken to the next Recreation meeting 23rd November 2020.
It was agreed for the Deputy Clerk to look into a project for Orford Road to take to the next Recreation meeting 23rd November 2020.
	
9. White Paper Re-Planning
Cllr Scott gave a brief explanation on the new Government White Paper on planning. He would like to respond to the proposals as there were about 24 questions that relate to infrastructure. Cllr Scott would email the document to the Committee. The Deputy Clerk thought that it would be better if the Town Council were to respond and include this committees’ comments.

10. Next meeting 
Tuesday 1st December 2020 at 4.00pm



         Meeting Closed 17.48pm					Chairman………………  


Initials…………..
