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Annual Meeting of Norton In Hales Parish Council held on 11th May 2021 at the 
Jubilee Hall, Norton in Hales at 7:30pm



25/21 
Election of the Chairman & Acceptance of Declaration of Office (LGA 1972 s15(2))
Cllr Groom proposed Cllr Eardley as Chairman, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Acceptance of Office form.

26/21
Election of the Vice Chairperson 

Cllr Moulson was proposed as Vice Chairperson by Cllr Groom, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. 
Cllr Moulson signed the Acceptance of Office form. 


27/21
Declarations of Acceptance of Office Councillors (LGA 1972 s83)

All Councillors signed the Acceptance of Office forms as required.

29/21
Co-option of Councillor – to acknowledge applications received for consideration in July

The Clerk reported that two applications have been received for the one vacancy. This will be taken forward to July’s meeting for a decision due to the restrictive measures which have had to be imposed on this Meeting due to social distancing regulations and members of the public not being able to enter the building to attend the Meeting. 

30/21
Election of other officers as representatives to external bodies:

i)  GDPR Compliance officer & Controller 
The Clerk will fulfil this function.

ii) SALC/NSAC; 
Cllrs Cole and Eardley will share the Meeting attendance. 

iii) Village Hall Representatives; 
Cllr Groom will continue in this role.

iv) Playing Fields Committee Rep

Cllr Sadler will fulfil this role.

v) Community website; 
Cllr Mason will represent the Council at meetings. 

vi) NIH School  

Cllr Mason will be the Parish Council’s liaison. 
The above allocations were proposed by Cllr Eardley and seconded by Cllr Groom. All agreed. Resolved. 
31/21
Delegation of Authority: Delegation to the Clerk to respond to Planning Applications (in the 
absence of a scheduled Meeting for ‘routine’ applications)

Cllr Edwards proposed a continuation of this authority, seconded by  Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved.

32/21
Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent 
Cllr Eardley welcomed everyone to the Meeting, noting apologies from Cllr Aldcroft. Cllr Cole was welcomed to the Parish Council. There were no absences.
Four members of the public attended the Meeting via a Zoom link (there being no facility for them to attend the Meeting under current Government restrictions).  The street lighting upgrade works were raised and a resident invited Councillors to take a night-time walk to inspect lighting provision in the village to ensure its adequacy.  He further suggested that the pavement from the Hinds Head to the School is not fit for purpose. The Clerk confirmed that she has requested Highways inspect the footway and provide a report.

A second resident recorded thanks to the P3 Group.  An excellent new style with dog access has been installed in Moss Lane in Betton. Outstanding pothole repairs were raised. The Clerk confirmed that she will raise these again with Highways however it is a countywide issue which the Highways Dept are working through.

33/21
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests

No declarations were received. 

34/21 
Requests for Dispensations of DPIs 

None received. 

35/21
Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th March 2021 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  and to approve the draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 21st April 2021 (LGA 1972 12 (para 23))

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th March 2021 were proposed by Cllr Edwards, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved. 

The draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting were approved in principle (to be formally approved at next year’s Annual Parish Meeting) as proposed by Cllr Edwards, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved.  

36/21
Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)

No items were raised. 
Councillors discussed feedback provided by the Clerk via email in relation to a proposal for the Parish Council to resurface a footpath running through and to/from a new development in the village. The Clerk confirmed that the Footpath’s Officer at Shropshire Council had confirmed that the path has an adequate surface with which they are content and that no changes are planned or considered to be required. The Officer had further confirmed that the Parish Council has no jurisdiction to alter the surface of a public footpath. If a landowner wishes to alter the surface of a public footpath they must first seek written permission from Shropshire Council for approval/agreement.   








37/21
Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)
Betton to inc litter pick
Cllr Moulson expressed interest in organising local littepicks, particularly through Betton.  The Clerk offered to investigate borrowing appropriate equipment from Highways. 

b)
Norton in Hales

Cllr Sadler is liaising with the Dog Warden regarding new bin provision. The Clerk advised that Highways only offer multi-purpose bins now at a cost of £300 each and in the region of £200pa to empty.  

Cllr Eardley reported that a litter bin previously requested to go at the back of the bus shelter is not required. Cllr Moulson asked if a green bin could be provided. The Clerk was asked to obtain a quote from Shropshire Council, proposed by Cllr Moulson, seconded by Cllr Groom. All agreed. 
Outstanding pothole repairs were raised. The Clerk will follow these up again.  

c)
Road Closures if any to report 

None 
Councillors raised concerns over the state of the Napley Road which falls under Staffordshire County Council.  Concerns were also raised over Forge Lane.  The Clerk was asked to write to Loggerheads PC to raise resurfacing requirements.
d)
Playground – Inspection reports

Cllr Eardley to check routine inspections are being carried out by a local volunteer. Clerk to forward the latest inspection report to Cllr Mason.  

Cllr Mason to progress investigating a Severn Trent Wellbeing Grant with a view to possibly obtaining additional equipment. Councillors discussed adding this to a strategic objectives plan.  

The 3Parish Plan needs another representative from Norton Parish. APT has been instructed to do the next report.  
e)
Community car park – update (financial matters to be discussed under 17 Finance) 


(Road Traffic Regulation Act1984 s.57, 63)

Cllr Eardley reported that the lease is due to be signed by both parties for 99 years.  The Parish Council’s insurance company has been informed of the intention to create the car park and include it in its policy with the Hinds Head as an interested party.  Construction is scheduled for 2nd/3rd week of June, and it will be 6 weeks work.  

Cllr Eardley gave an overview of the proposed drainage works which will be done in conjunction with the car park construction which should help alleviate village flooding issues.  He further explained recent discussions with Shropshire Council regarding drainage issues in the Bellaport Road, which have resulted in an agreement for a Shropshire Council land drain to be relocated as the existing one is blocked by tree roots which have rendered it useless.  This should be completed before July.  

Cllr Mason to liaise with the School to ask them to encourage using the new car park rather than Main Road for School parking. 
Cllr Mason reported 4 lights have been upgraded so far in Main Road. The Clerk confirmed that these will dim at night once bedded in.  The upgrade will be financed via Neighbourhood Fund money. 

38/21
Joint Neighbourhood Plan – update/confirmation of next meeting/location; to receive minutes; 

Cllrs Moulson and Mason volunteered to assist Cllr Sadler with the Plan and to compile objectives to take forward, via a strategic objectives plan, which have been highlighted in the questionnaire.  It was agreed that the main communications points for the Council will be the website and Facebook and the salient points from Meetings will be communicated via these outlets, proposed by Cllr Groom, seconded by Cllr Eardley.  All agreed. 
39/21
Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters for discussion
The Clerk has forwarded details of courses. Councillors to review and book. 

40/21
Housekeeping

a)
To review and agree adoption of the following policies/protocols:

· Standing Orders; 

· Risk Assessment; 

·  Publication Scheme; 

· Press and Media Relations Policy; 

· Financial Regulations; 

· Code of conduct; 

· Grant giving policy; 

· Business resilience scheme; 

· Privacy Policy; 

· Complaints procedure; 

· Document Retention Policy; 

· Correspondence Policy; 

· Security Breach Protocol; 

· Planning enforcement guidance/protocol;

· Privacy notice – basic;

· Privacy notice – detail;

· Remote Meeting Protocol;

· Retention of documents policy

· Communications policy; 

· Consent form;

· Coronavirus protocol;

· Correspondence privacy policy;

· Email acceptable use policy; 

· Staff/Cllrs privacy notice;

· Subject access policy; 

Cllr Eardley proposed adopting all policies/protocols, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed.
b)
Confirmation of Meeting dates/venue for 2021 
Councillors agreed to continue with Meetings on the second Tuesday of alternate months. Dates published on the website. 
c)
To review Clerk’s membership of SLCC and Councils’ membership of SALC
Cllr Mason proposed continuing with both memberships, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. 
d)
Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
The Clerk confirmed that she has updated Councillor details following the recent elections. 
e)
Best front garden competition/Celebration event – to discuss/agree
Cllr Mason proposed holding a village event, perhaps ‘borrowing’ a marquee which will be in the village for a wedding.  The Clerk suggested holding a ‘welcome’ type event which could bring all of the local groups, to include the Parish Council, together to raise awareness/profiles for new residents. Councillors agreed that this might work well with a celebration event following the Best Front Garden competition.  Councillors discussed a potential judge for the event and agreed to send an invitation.  Costings to be looked into for such an event. Proposed by Cllr Moulson, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. To take forward. 
41/21
Finance
	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/04/21


	Employee
	Salary
	£285.62


	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/05/21
	Employee
	Salary
	£300.66
	So
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/04/21


	HMRC
	PAYE
	£75.17 
	1637 PAID
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/05/21
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£75.17
	1643
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	04/05/21
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£45.00
	1644
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	11/05/21
	Employee
	Expenses
	£tbc
	1645
	LGA 1972 s111

	26/04/21
	Came & Co
	Insurance renewal
	£736.03
	1646
	LGA 1972 s140

	01/04/21
	SALC
	Affiliation fee
	£tbc
	1647
	LGA1972 S143

	17/03/21
	North Shropshire Neighourhood & Farm Watch Ass
	Subscription
	£60.00
	1648
	Local Government and Rating Act 1997, s.31 

Crime and Disorder Act 1998 s.17 

	07/04/21
	Npower
	Supply
	£79.16
	1638  PAID
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	07/04/21
	Npower
	Supply
	£271.30
	1639  PAID 
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	07/04/21
	Npower
	Supply
	£120
	1640  PAID 
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	07/04/21
	Npower
	Supply
	£38.48
	1641  PAID
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	21/04/21
	NIH PCC
	Grant – clock upkeep

(Approved in March)
	£500
	1642  PAID
	-

	18/03/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£21.90
	dd
	Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act1976 s.19 

	19/04/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£21.90
	dd
	Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act1976 s.19 

	Date
	Payee
	Reason for Payment
	
	
	

	23/04/19
	Shropshire Council
	Precept 
	£20,250
	
	Local Government Act 1972, s.41 (4) 

LG Finance Act 1992 s39

	23/04/21
	Shropshire Council 
	Neighbourhood fund payment
	£42,017.83
	
	


42/21 
Finance cont
a)  
Invoices/Payments & Receipts
Cllr Mason proposed, seconded by Cllr Cole, approving all payments as presented, including those already paid, all agreed. 
b) 
Bank reconciliation to year end, cash book and payments and receipts summary
Councillors confirmed that they had received the emailed bank statements and spreadsheets. Cllr Eardley proposed accepting the finances, confirming the accounts reconcile with the statements, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. 
c)
Completion of Annual Governance Statement (upon completion of audit) 
The Internal Audit has not been completed. 
d)
Completion of AGAR (upon completion of audit) (LGA 1972 s168)
As above
e)
 Insurance renewal & payment : quote for renewal
Cllr Groom proposed renewing the insurance, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. 
f) 
Applications for funding – to receive any applications
None received. 
g) 
Update of signatories for Bank mandate – discuss
Councillors agreed to delay this process until the vacant seat has been filled. 
h) 
Internal auditor’s report – to receive  (if available) (LGA 1972 s94)

To take forward as the audit is not complete however the Clerk advised that the Auditor has raised payments to Churches as a concern. A Parish Council has no power of expenditure to give financial assistance to Churches. 
i)
Schedule 2/4 waste – confirmation of completion of agreement form (Remote cemetery)

( LGA 1972 s.215)
The Clerk confirmed that this has been returned for the remote graveyard bin provision. 
j)
Street lighting: 

To agree sourcing of new energy agreement quotes ; 
The Clerk confirmed that this can be taken forward once the upgrade has been completed. 


To approve payment of 
invoices as per quote prior to July’s Meeting
The Clerk confirmed that it is unlikely that the invoice from Eon will be received for the upgrade prior to July. 

Confirmation of request of new unmetered supply certificate from WPD
The Clerk will request this once a new updated inventory has been received from Eon.  

k)
Community car park – confirmation of lease agreement (LGA 1972, ss.124, 126 & 127)
Covered previously. 
l)
To discuss agree quotes for the construction and provision of services to the community car park – Councillors discussed providing car charging points.  Cllr Sadler proposed installing the ducting then reviewing number of units later, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. 
m)
To discuss making grant funding applications eg Severn Trent Wellbeing Grant Scheme 
Councillors looking at the strategic objectives will investigate grant funding opportunities. 
43/21
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 

i)
Applications: 
 21/01786/FUL  (validated: 08/04/2021)
Address:  Betton Lodge Barn, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AD
Proposal:  Erection of an open oak framed porch, installation of new window to front elevation at first floor and replace existing door with a window at ground floor level
Councillors agreed to support this application, proposed by Cllr Edwards, seconded by Cllr Mason, all agreed. 
21/01563/FUL  (validated: 29/03/2021)
Address:  The Haven, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 3TW
Proposal:  Erection of front, rear and side extensions, with the inclusion of demolishing an existing outbuilding and timber garage. Internal remodelling and new detached garage.

Councillors agreed to support this application proposed by Cllr Sadler, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. 

21/01446/PMBPA  (validated: 22/03/2021)
Address:  Proposed Barn Conversion SW Of Betton Lodge Farm, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire
Proposal:  Application for prior approval under Part 3, Class Q of the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 for the change of use from agricultural to residential use
No comment. 

The application for the Cricket Club scoreboard was noted, proposed for support by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Mason, all agreed. 

ii)
Decisions: 
21/00195/FUL  (validated: 26/01/2021)
Address:  Community Sports Building, Cricket Ground/Bowling Club, Bearstone Road, Norton In Hales, Shropshire, TF9 4AP
Proposal:  Erection of a clubhouse building following removal of existing conservatory
Decision:  Grant Permission
21/00433/FUL  (validated: 29/01/2021)
Address:  53 Main Road, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AT
Proposal:  Erection of a single storey rear extension following removal of existing conservatory
Decision:  Grant Permission

44/21
Highways/Environmental Health: 

i) Items to report for attention – to include local drainage repairs update
Covered.

ii) Street lighting – to discuss the recent upgrade and replacement of column light

Covered.

45/21
Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 

An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion

Magazine article profiling Councillors.

There being no further business for discussion the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 9:15pm.
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