Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
4th April 2022
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.00
	Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr J Elliott 
Cllr J Clark
	Cllr M Hodgson

Cllr I Stott
	Clerk – Mrs Susan Saunders

Cllr I Hutchinson

	
	49/22
	Apologies for absence Cllr T Christie, Cllr M Forrest., Cllr G Ridley, Cllr J Hunter, Cllr C Moore

	
	50/22
	Councillor Vacancy

Members agreed to discuss the application and make a decision at the May meeting 

	
	51/22
	Public Questions – No questions

	
	52/22
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	53/22
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on:                                                       
Monday 7th March 2022 

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                   AGREED                                                                   

	
	54/22
	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda 
Cllr’s A Sharp M Ridley, J Clark and J Elliott all attended the service for the new vicar at The Holy Cross Church.
The Borderlands consultation for residents is available on the Partnership and Council websites. The closing date is 24th April.

Cllr Hodgson has organised a few litter picks with members helping her. Cllr Stott still litter picks, especially down by the Enterprise Park road.

	
	55/22
	Grounds Meeting 
55/22.01 Grounds Report 28th March 2022 
· Sign Washing – NCC to be asked if they will wash the Haltwhistle signs on A69 and the No Entry signs at Sainsburys. M Ridley/M Hodgson offered to wash the ones along Ave St Meen. 

· Corrodale bus shelter request. The path is far too narrow for a shelter and NCC would not give permission. Members agreed with this and the clerk will reply to explain.

· Castle Hill tarmacking – there have been some complaints about the standard of the tarmac on the paths. Cllr Hutchinson reported that there is more work on the surface to be undertaken and will be completed in the new financial year. However, members are still not happy and the paths that were tarmacked at The Comb Hill are not up to standard either.

Proposal – to contact NCC and bring this to their attention.
PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp               SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                   AGREED 

Cllr Hutchinson explained that the work has not been completed and a seal is still to be laid on top. This will be completed in warmer weather.                                                                  
· Town Foot bin.

Proposal – to re-position the dog bin to the left hand bottom corner facing up Shield Hill as it will be more accessible. The clerk will inform NCC for collection.
PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                  AGREED                                                                   
· Burn Field/Path - Cllr Hodgson reported that there is a large stone square filled with rubbish near the picnic benches. It was suggested that some flags are placed over the top to stop the litter being deposited. Cllr Christie offered to source some slabs and position them.

Members considered placing a couple of picnic benches north of the cycle track. As it is quite busy now, it would be useful to have some seating. Cllr Christie may be able to order a couple when he puts in a bulk order for himself.

Proposal – to purchase 2 picnic benches, either from Cllr Christie or, if not possible, the clerk to obtain quotes.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr I Stott                   AGREED                                                                   
Beech Trees along edge - need tidying up.

Proposal – to instruct cemetery staff to trim the beech trees.
PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                  AGREED                                                                   
Metal bridge near south steps – the bridge is in need of sand blasting and re-painting. A request has already been made to Duncan Lovatt about the steps. The clerk will ask about the bridge too. Cllr Hutchinson offered to speak with Duncan too.
· Comb Hill – the wetpour is to be replaced in April. As a result of choosing one colour, black, there has been a reduction in the price to £21,078 (excl VAT).

Members looked at the position for a memorial seat to be donated by Berry. It was thought that the best place was beyond the path on the west side of the football area, facing onto the football pitch. The clerk will reply to Berry to confirm that they are happy with that. The other seat position has yet to be agreed.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                  AGREED                                                                  
· Westlands Play Area – the new equipment is in though there was an issue that the contractors had not positioned one of the smaller pieces correctly. The clerk has not met with the Kompan inspector to sign it off. There are a few questions that need addressing, the matting around the two smaller pieces is not level, so the clerk will contact Kompan to address this. However, the new equipment has been well received by the residents. Members were concerned about the safety of the one of the smaller pieces as it was rocking. It was agreed to fence this off until the inspector has been.
PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp                 SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                AGREED                                                                   
· Seats and Benches – the cemetery staff are to try and address the issues raised about the seats on the main street asap. A list of work required has been drawn up for them to work through.

· NCC walking and cycling consultation.

This is the starting point of a larger consultation which it is hoped there will be government funding to action the agreed outcomes. 

Proposal – to submit the view that the Town Council would like to see walking and cycling routes opened up or created between the town and other local villages in the area.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr I Stott                  AGREED                                                                   

	
	56/22
	Northumberland County Council 

56/22.01 Report from County Councillor – The Northumberland Local Plan has finally been adopted. Cllr Hutchinson is contributing £3000 from his members allowance for CCTV cameras at the school.
56/22.02 Memorial Park – there have been a number of complaints for loose dogs in the park, with the resulting mess. There is also concern over alcohol consumption. The clerk was asked to contact NCC to ask for dogs on lead signs and whether there are any regulations about the consumption of alcohol in the park.
PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                 AGREED                                                                   
56/22.03 Community Hub – the clerk was instructed to ask for a meeting to discuss the hub and the rental of a room for the council.

	
	57/22
	Police in Haltwhistle – No report received.
Members mentioned that motorbikes speeding around the town was becoming an issue.

It was also reported that there had been a fire recently and the trucks from Hexham were deployed instead of the Haltwhistle one. The clerk was asked to write to the officer in charge to ask why and to invite to a future meeting for discussion on policy and any updates they may have.

	
	58/22
	Council Office

The office is being let on an annual basis with the rental set at £1340 pa plus utilities.

	
	59/22
	Affordable Housing in Haltwhistle

Members are concerned with the lack of suitable housing for young people in the town. The clerk was instructed to invite the housing officer to a future meeting to discuss the policies and issues raised.

PROPOSED Cllr   I Stott               SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                  AGREED                                                                   
8.10pm Cllr Hutchinson left the meeting 

	
	60/22
	Covid Delegated Authority

The authority granted to the clerk to deal with urgent matters during the Covid-19 pandemic is now obsolete and members agreed for it to cease.
PROPOSED Cllr   J Elliott                 SECONDED Cllr I Stott                  AGREED                                                                   

	
	61/22
	Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

The groups involved in the events have a Facebook Page and will be producing a programme of events to be distributed around the town. The first event is Prize Bingo on 7th April to raise funds for the Picnic in the Park.

	
	62/22
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee

62/22.01 To agree policy for reporting and grounds work for 2022-2023

The policy was agreed with a change to the wording to give clarity as to is paying the invoices.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Hodgson                 SECONDED Cllr I Stott                  AGREED                                                                   
62/22.02 To receive response to allotment query.

A letter has been received from the Burial Committee which stated that in July 2016 smaller allotments than the half chain would be priced at £40 rather than £50. Members of the committee will have another walk around the allotments. The Council agreed to write to the committee with any maintenance problems they were aware of. Cllr Elliott will send the information to the clerk for passing on.

	
	63/22


	Planning Applications
22/00902 22 Greencroft – proposed porch to front elevation and single storey extension.
No Objection was agreed.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr I Stott                  AGREED                                                                   

	
	
	Other Planning Matters

19/010489 – Land to west of Park Road, 194 dwellings - GRANTED

	
	64/22
	Haltwhistle Neighbourhood Plan

It was agreed to ask NCC if someone would come and speak to the council about what a local plan is and what it entails to adopt one.
PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp                 SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                  AGREED                                                                   

	
	65/22
	Reports on Financial Matters

[image: image1.png]Financial Matters:

£
65/22.01  [Bank and cash balances as at 28th March 2022
[Current Account 60,852.19
[ToTAL 60,852.19
Included above
65/2202  HDIBC 642.95 Pay, pension, payroll reimbursement
NCC- 5106 19,440.00 Grant Awarded
HMRCVAT 1,043.00 Not received but claim sent
Pay\method Incl VAT
65/22.03  [Accounts for payment 4th April 2022 £ Included inBalance Above
M Rogan 15.00| Windows
Gitizen's Advice 200.00 Grant
[Tom Evans 144.00| Westlands Hedge
Dencholme Care 200.00Grant
[ATeasdale 84.00| Wood for bridge at Burn
[sms Exp 100.00| Ukraine DEC
NCC 332.50|HR Subscription (JBC £258.75)
P Axcell 162.00|Payroll
[Total 1,237.50|
Not Included Above
[SMIS Exp 150.41 hospital room April, bin bags, printer ink
H&DIBC 200.00] Est March play Inspection
H&DIBC 469.85| March grounds work
FS&IC 5,571.50] 15t Tranche
[Monthly Amounts 2,597.03| Increase in monthly grounds and wages.
Total 13,788.79

[TOTAL | 15,026.29)





The payments of £15026.29 were approved.
PROPOSED Cllr I Stott                                   SECONDED Cllr M Ridley            AGREED                                 
65/22.04 Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure as at 28th March 2022. – noted.

	
	
	65/22.05 Northumberland County Council HR Services – to approve subscription for 2022-2023. Retainer fee £310. NCC were late in invoicing last year so there have been two payments taken in this financial year. The Burial committee have been invoiced for their share.
PROPOSED Cllr   I Stott                SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                  AGREED                                                                   
65/22.06 Donation to Town Council from the late Diana Robison. 
The council have received a donation from the late Diana Robison to the sum of £125. Members will discuss which project it can be allocated to.

	
	66/22
	Correspondence received since last Council meeting
The National Park is reviewing its planning policy. There will be aq drop in at The sill on Tuesday 10th May – 2-6pm.

	
	67/22
	Other Matters 

Members had a discussion about the situation in Ukraine. It was agreed that the council need to have a statement that can be placed on the website and included in the next newsletter expressing their thoughts. Cllr Elliott offered to write one for approval.
Members then agreed to donate £100 through the NCC Ukraine fund.

PROPOSED Cllr J Elliott                                        SECONDED Cllr M Ridley             AGREED                                 

	
	68/22

	Dates and times of next meetings

Annual Town Meeting – Tuesday 3rd May 2022 – 7.00pm – (Hospital Community Room/Library) 
Town Council Meeting – Monday 9th May – 6.30pm (Hospital Community room).
Grounds Meeting – Monday 25th April 2022 – 10.00 Comb Hill to begin.
The meeting closed at 8.45pm
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