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Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting of the Environment Committee held at The Rackliff Centre on Monday 10 June 2024 at 7.30pm
PARTICIPANTS
Committee Members Present:
Cllrs Alex Britcher-Allan, Paul Gripper.
Paul Froom, Jenny Blackburn
Other Councillors present:
Cllrs Liz Ellicott
Officers Present: 
Linda Neusten, Deputy Clerk
Others Present: 
One member of the public.
1. RECORDING OF THE MEETING
Yes, Deputy Clerk is recording the meeting  
2. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Cllrs Chris Ducklin (family emergency), Angela Funnell (holiday) and Dave Funnell (holiday). 

3. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
There were none.
4. DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING
There were none.
5. OPEN SESSION FOR THE PUBLIC
No questions or issues raised.
6. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
6.i	It was resolved that the Minutes of the Environment Committee held on 22nd April  2024, copies of which had been previously distributed to Members, be signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
6.ii  MATTERS OUTSTANDING FROM LAST MINUTES:
Solar Panels: Paul Froome reported that the Council’s use of energy is less than the minimum required to participate in the KCC Solar Together. This is to be discussed at 
next Environment meeting.

7. CYCLE RACKS
Approval has been gained to place 3 cycle racks, Sheffield style, on Common View. These will cost approximately £50 each plus vat & delivery.  Quotes are required to install a concrete base that racks can be fixed to.   This to be taken to the next Full Council Meeting.

8. COMMONS CONSERVATORS – GEMMA STAPLEY TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE
Gemma came along to share  ‘thinking’ about the bonfire site on Common View. The land under annual bonfire is now ‘dead’
A Ecological Plan has been provided by Ecologist Kate Ryland which recommends ending bonfire due to ecological damage to plants and wildlife.
Due to significance of annual fireworks to the community this the committee   rejected in favour of finding a compromise. 
The event has become very large and probably needs to be scaled back, by not advertising quite so far and wide.
Best compromise was that Ranger Dan Colbourne supervises the bonfire build this year – and controls its size and ensures materials being burnt are legal.  The scar of the bonfire to be reduced over coming years. The aim for it to be returned to being a community event
Gemma was pleased with the committees positive and constructive approach to the situation and will now take back comments to Conservators Committee.
The committee will now report back to the Full Council.


The meeting closed at 8.39pm

Linda Neusten , Deputy Clerk



……………………………………………….. Chairman
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