
Dewlish parish council
Wardon Hill Farm, Long Ash Lane, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 9PW
Amanda Crocker, Clerk	 Tel: 07855 396073	Email clerk@dewlishparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Dear Councillor,							             20th January 2026

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Dewlish Parish Council on Monday 26th January 2026 commencing 7.30pm at Dewlish Village Hall. 
Amanda Crocker, 
Clerk

AGENDA
1.	Period for public participation

2.	Apologies for absence 

3.	Declaration of 	pecuniary and other interests

4.	To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 24th November 2025

5.	Matters Arising from previous minutes for report only

6.	To receive the Dorset Councillor’s report – report attached

7.	Finance
(a) 	To authorise the payment of accounts - attached
(b) 	To confirm the reconciliation of accounts - attached
(c) 	To agree the position against budget – attached

8.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree actions	
	(a)	Planning – No applications at the time of this agenda
		(i) Planning & Building Control update from Dorset Council – 3rd February
	(b)	Police, Traffic and Roads – 
		(i) Police report – December report attached
		(ii) To receive an update on Shales
	(c)	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way
(i) To receive an update on locating a bench at the top of Pound Lane
(ii) To receive an update on the status of the Green and Bridges land
(iii) To receive an update on the fire hydrants and emergency callout numbers
		(iv) To receive a general report on Parish Assets
		
9.	To receive an update on the PlusBus

10. 	To receive an update on the Bring Your Own Device policy

11.	To receive reports from Parish Councillors

12.	Correspondence received since the agenda was set

13.	Date of Next Meeting








Item 6

Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes – January Report

The Five-year Housing Land Supply Decision-making Principles.
 Background successive Governments have recognised that there is a shortage of housing in England and have looked to take various actions to try to address this shortage. One of the key routes to delivering more housing is the planning system both through planning decisions on proposals for housing developments and through sites identified by local authorities in their local plans. Governments have set targets for the delivery of new homes against which local authorities will be measured.
 What is the Five-year Housing Land Supply? 
The Five-year Housing Land Supply (5YHLS) is one of the tools the government uses to ensure local authorities are contributing to the objective of boosting the supply of housing. To maintain the supply of new homes, national policy requires local authorities to have a supply of deliverable housing sites. Local authorities should identify and update annually a supply of deliverable sites sufficient to provide a minimum of five years’ worth of housing against their housing requirement, in other words, a five-year housing land supply. 
How are decisions made when there are sufficient housing sites in the supply?
 When there is a good supply of housing sites measured against the area’s housing targets, decisions are made in accordance with the adopted local plan for the area unless there are good reasons not to do so. This is sometimes referred to as the planning balance. For development proposals that include the provision of new housing, there are policies in the adopted local plans that direct new homes to certain locations. When the supply of new homes is sufficient to meet the five-year supply requirement, these policies can be given full weight when ‘balancing’ the harm against the benefits of development.
 What happens when we don’t have a five-year housing land supply?
 When an authority cannot demonstrate a five-year supply of housing land, its policies for delivering housing are considered ‘out of date’ and less weight can be given to them in planning decisions. National policy states that planning applications should instead be based on the presumption in favour of sustainable development. This is sometimes referred to as the tilted balance. However, national policy also provides strong reasons for refusing development in some locations and this will be considered on a case-by-case basis reflecting the areas of particular importance referenced in national policy. If there are no strong reasons for refusal, the council will need to consider whether the impacts of the development would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefit of delivering new homes. When engaged, the tilted balance changes the ‘balancing exercise’ of making a planning decision to give less weight to the policies that restrict housing. Proposals for new housing should be approved unless the impacts ‘significantly and demonstrably’ outweigh the benefits of granting permission so the tilted balance ‘tilts’ the balancing exercise in favour of approving an application. Areas where the impacts would ‘significantly and demonstrably’ outweigh the benefits would include protected habitats sites or areas at risk of flooding. 
What is the current position in Dorset?
 Dorset needs to have a supply of 3,246 new homes a year as set by Government. A recent assessment of the supply of deliverable housing sites has been undertaken against this housing target. The five-year supply requirement is equal to 17,042 new homes. The supply that is considered deliverable against this requirement is 8,639 which is equivalent to just 2.53 years. This means that the tilted balance applies across Dorset. Does the ‘tilted balance’ apply everywhere? National policy requires development to be focused on areas that are or can be made sustainable by reducing the distance people need to travel to meet their everyday needs. It also seeks to encourage walking, cycling and public transport use above the use of cars to help reduce congestion and improve air quality. In Dorset, some areas do not fit with this national policy objective and therefore should not be the focus for growth. The tilted balance gives more weight to development in sustainable locations, which in Dorset are considered the towns and larger villages that have some everyday facilities such as schools and shops. Smaller villages and rural areas are not considered appropriate for new homes. 
What about Neighbourhood Plans?
 Neighbourhood Plans are community led plans typically produced by parish and town councils. When agreed by a local referendum they form part of the development plan and, along with the local plan, are used in planning decisions in the area in which they apply. When the ‘tilted balance’ applies, national policy provides additional weight to the policies in a neighbourhood plan as long as: 1. The neighbourhood plan is less than five years old when the planning application is being decided. 2. The neighbourhood plan includes development sites to meet its housing requirement. Where these two conditions are met, conflicts with the policies in the neighbourhood plan are likely to ‘significantly and demonstrably’ outweigh the benefits meaning that the planning decision is more likely to follow that in the Neighbourhood Plan.
 What can be done to change the situation? 
In the longer term, the new Dorset Council Local Plan will put in place an approach to increase the supply of housing sites to help meet the target. However, the Local Plan needs to be prepared following a process that is set out in law which will take time to complete. It is hoped that the Local Plan will be in place in late 2027. Over the coming years, the supply of housing sites will need to be increased. This can only be achieved by granting planning consents for housing at larger villages and at towns. We will need a good range of sites including small ones and larger ones as well as sites on brownfield and greenfield. We need to engage with developers that are proposing developments so that we can secure improvements to local infrastructure such as cycle paths and play spaces, as part of the development













































Item 7(a)


	Payments Requested - December 2025 + January 2026
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payee
	Comments
	Folio
	Precept

	
	
	
	
	£

	
	A Crocker
	Reimburse Microsoft renewal
	BACS090
	84.99

	21.12.25
	A Crocker
	December salary + expenses
	BACS091
	209.55

	
	John Seymour
	Wreath & trumpeter
	BACS092
	49.49

	26.11.25
	Hugo Fox 20674
	Web hosting December 2025
	
	11.99

	09.12.25
	Hugo Fox 20885
	Email hosting December 2025
	
	20.99

	21.12.25
	HMRC
	December PAYE
	BACS093
	44.40

	10.12.25
	Lloyds - 473917395
	Account charges 10/11 to 9/12/25
	4.25

	05.01.26
	Hugo Fox 21727
	Web hosting January 2026
	
	11.99

	09.01.26
	Hugo Fox 22004
	Email hosting January 2026
	
	20.99

	12.01.26
	Lloyds - 476369963
	Account charges 10.12.25 to 09.1.26
	4.25

	19.01.26
	A Crocker
	January 2026 salary + expenses
	BACS094
	194.05

	19.01.26
	HMRC
	PAYE January 2026
	BACS095
	44.60

	
	
	Total amount requested
	
	701.54



Item 7(b)

	Reconciliation of Accounts
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance b/fwd
	From 31.03.25
	
	
	19797.29

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Add:
	Income year to date
	
	
	7746.35

	
	Less:
	Expenditure to date
	
	
	5962.63

	Balance as at 19th January 2026
	
	
	21581.01

	Funded by:
	
	
	
	

	
	Deposit account
	00260298
	
	2167.96
	

	
	Current account
	01230392
	
	19655.95
	

	
	
	
	
	
	21823.91

	Add:
	Uncleared Income
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Less: Uncleared Expenditure
	
	
	

	12.01.26
	Lloyds - 476369963
	Account charges 10.12.25 to 09.1.26
	4.25
	

	19.01.26
	A Crocker
	January 2026 salary + expenses
	194.05
	

	19.01.26
	HMRC
	PAYE January 2026
	
	44.60
	

	
	
	
	
	
	242.90

	Balance as at 19th January 2026
	
	
	21581.01

	
	
	
	Difference
	
	0.00








Item 7(c)
	Budget Monitoring for the year ended 31st March 2026
	
	
	

	Description
	 
	2025/26 Budget
	Actual
	Balance
	

	Receipts
	 
	
	 
	 
	

	Account Interest
	 
	100.00
	120.74
	20.74
	

	Precept
	 
	6,300.00
	6,300.00
	0.00
	

	CIL receipts
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Misc Income
	 
	 
	566.03
	 
	

	Donations
	 
	 
	394.39
	394.39
	

	VAT refunded
	 
	 
	365.19
	365.19
	

	Total receipts
	 
	6,400.00
	7,746.35
	780.32
	0.00

	Payments
	
	 
	
	
	

	DAPTC Subs. + other subs
	 
	175.00
	190.00
	(15.00)
	

	Insurance
	 
	760.00
	732.44
	27.56
	

	Training
	 
	100.00
	18.75
	81.25
	

	Wages - Clerk
	 
	2,715.00
	2,223.00
	492.00
	

	Clerk Expenses - mileage
	 
	60.00
	105.83
	(45.83)
	

	Bank Charges
	 
	 
	42.50
	(42.50)
	

	Office costs
	 
	250.00
	69.21
	180.79
	

	Postage
	 
	50.00
	0.00
	50.00
	

	Computer costs- web hosting
	 
	300.00
	345.63
	(45.63)
	

	Telephones
	 
	 
	163.02
	(163.02)
	

	Venue hire
	 
	200.00
	0.00
	200.00
	

	Grass cutting
	 
	250.00
	0.00
	250.00
	

	Audit fees
	 
	90.00
	162.42
	(72.42)
	

	Honorarium
	 
	 
	 
	0.00
	

	Defib Maintenance
	 
	130.00
	0.00
	130.00
	

	Contingencies
	 
	150.00
	384.49
	(234.49)
	

	Election costs
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Grants
	 
	500.00
	350.00
	150.00
	

	Bridge upgrade
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Asset maintenance
	 
	700.00
	924.85
	(224.85)
	

	VAT
	 
	 
	250.49
	(250.49)
	

	Total payments
	0.00
	6,430.00
	5,962.63
	467.37
	0.00

	Balance b/fwd from 31.03.25
	19,797.29
	
	Monies held in bank
	21,823.91

	Income to date
	7746.35
	27,543.64
	
	
	

	Earmarked Reserves
	
	
	Add:
	
	

	Election costs
	400.00
	
	Income not cleared
	

	Training
	181.25
	
	Less:
	
	

	Venue hire
	600.00
	
	
	
	

	Grass cutting
	750.00
	
	
	
	

	Audit fee
	2.58
	
	
	
	

	Telephone box maintenance
	200.00
	
	Cheques not cleared
	(242.90)

	Upgrade of The Green 
	5,394.39
	
	
	
	

	CIL receipts
	2,390.01
	
	
	
	

	General asset maintenance
	833.49
	10,751.72
	Earmarked funds
	(10,751.72)

	Expenses for current year to date
	5,962.63
	
	
	
	

	
	
	5,962.63
	
	
	

	Balance available not yet committed
	10,829.29
	General Reserve
	10,829.29

	
	
	
	
	
	0.00






Item 8b(i)
Dorchester Rural East Neighbourhood Policing Team Crime Report

December 2025 
Dear Councillors, 
Below is a breakdown of crimes/incidents that have occurred in your areas during the month of September.
N.B. Any crimes/incidents of a sensitive nature are not in this report, e.g., of a personal nature or which may identify individuals. Road traffic incidents are not included in this report.
· We continue to patrol all areas and are using social media to keep members of the public appraised of our actions. 
[bookmark: _Hlk138939002]Dorchester NPT website address is Dorchester | Your area | Dorset Police | Dorset Police
Our Face Book Page address is: www.facebook.com/DorchesterPolice/
Our Twitter Page is: https://twitter.com/DorchesterPolice
Our Instagram Page is: https://www.instagram.com/dorchesterpolice/
Dorset Alert messaging system registration to receive messages is: https://www.dorsetalert.co.uk/pages/2451/1/Register.html
Contacting Dorset Police (non-emergency)  
[bookmark: _Hlk165982469][bookmark: _Hlk138939028]Do it Online: Contact us | Dorset Police
Telephone: 101    *(Calls to the 101 non-emergency number from both landlines and mobiles are free)
To report information to the police with 100% anonymity, contact the independent charity Crimestoppers online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org or call Freephone 0800 555 111
DFCA
[bookmark: _Hlk52375911]Broadmayne Parish Council: 
05/12/2025	Fraud & Forgery Scam reported to Action Fraud. 
17/12/2025 	Possible illegal hunt
Knightsford Parish Council (Tincleton/West Knighton/West Stafford/Woodsford):
No Reports
DFCB
Crossways Parish Council:
02/12/2025	Suspicious incident – person trying front door of a flat. Police attended, likely to be an intoxicated person in the wrong block of flats.
22/12/2025	Warmwell Road – damage to barn door and caravan. Spray paint over garden furniture  No lines of enquiry.
Osmington Parish Council:
24/12/2025	Poxwell – damage to crops – possible hare coursing. Wheel tracks across two grass fields and one winter wheat field.
Owermoigne Parish Council: 
21/12/2025	Fuel taken without payment being made.
24/12/2025	Holworth – possible poachers, torch light seen in fields.
26/12/2025	Fuel taken without payment being made.
DFCC
Cheselbourne Parish Council:
No Reports
Dewlish Parish Council: 
No Reports 
Puddletown/Tolpuddle/Athelhampton/Burleston Parish Council: 
12/12/2025	Puddletown Forest – criminal damage to forest & habitat to make mountain bike trails. 
DFCD
Buckland Newton Parish Council: 
No Reports
Melcombe Bingham Parish Council:
No Reports
Piddle Valley Parish Council: 
03/12/2025	Piddletrenthide - Attempt break to commercial premises. Wheels stolen from outside premises.
06/12/2025	Doles Ash – beagles hunting hares.
06/12/2025	Piddletrenthide – person reporting being intimidated by South Dorset Hunt.
10/12/2025	Piddhinton – Enterprise Park – Theft from Motor Vehicle – no lines of enquiry
20/12/2025	Bramblecombe – Hunt versus hunt protestors
22/12/2025	Piddlehinton – vehicle registration plats discarded in a hedge.
MOBILE POLICE STATION
The mobile police station will be at Cornhill Market Area, Dorchester Town Centre on Tuesday 6th January 2026 @ 11:00 – 13:00
Local Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) will be available for you to:
*Speak face to face about any concerns in your community
*Report crimes or issues (in addition to using the 101-phone service or reporting online) 
*Receive crime prevention advice
This is an opportunity to meet your local neighbourhood policing team and raise matters that are important to you. No appointment is required - simply drop by.
For any other enquiries, please visit a Dorset Police front office counter in Bournemouth, Weymouth, or Blandford - details of these are available on the website. 
The Mobile Police Station will continue to tour locations across Dorset each month.
IMPORTANCE OF REPORTING INCIDENTS
Please report any incidents either via 101 or online via the Contact Us Section on the Dorset Police Website:
Contact us | Dorset Police
Dorset Police does not have the ability to monitor Community social media groups and valuable intelligence can be missed.
In addition, if there is an ongoing problem, for example anti-social behaviour, I am unable to seek support for additional police resources to address the issues.
Regards
PCSO 6500 Alison Donnison
Dorchester East Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team
