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SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 1st July 2024 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall 

1.	Apologies for absence

None. 

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

None.

3.	Minutes of previous meetings 13th May 2024

These were agreed as true and accurate records of the above and signed by the Chairman.

4.          Issues arising from the last meeting

Discussed under agenda items.

5.         Chairman’s report

The Chairman noted that the Giants Head Marathon had been another great success. The event had involved around 70 villagers in helping to run the event and had generated around £14,500 income for the village. 

The Parish Council will benefit from £947 from use of the village green and £ 480 from the Bell Race. 

The Chairman thanked those responsible for the cake sale and the donation of £520 towards funding for capital projects at the Play Park. The response on social media to the event had been very positive. 

6. 	Democratic discussion period.

A resident sought clarification concerning the lodging of appeals to the Planning Inspectorate in relation to 15 High Street. Cllr Shears explained the difference between the two types of appeals, the latest appeal being in relation to ‘non-determination’ of the 2023 application,  the earlier appeal relating to the 2022 back land development application. 

Cllr Haynes noted that around 25% of appeals are actually successful when considered by the Planning Inspectorate. 

Cllr Haynes noted the success of the Giants Head Marathon but observed that directional signage in relation to parking areas and clear marking of ‘no parking’ areas could have been improved.

Cllr Newman raised the issue of replacing donated memorial benches on the village green. It was agreed that responsibility for the maintenance of these benches rests with the relatives concerned. 

7. 	 To receive a report from the Unitary Councilor

Cllr Haynes advised that there was little to report at present, with Councillor induction and training being underway, and because of the General Election purdah. 

There are changes on the horizon in relation to planning decisions where a Parish Council and a case officer disagree; a Parish Council will be given the right to refer decision making to the Planning Committee. 

The issue of the impact of new developments on the Poole Harbour catchment area is nearing resolution with £4.60 million of funding now being provided to mitigate the problem in relation to re-wilding schemes. The issue is now just confined to nitrates and this means that some 90 pipeline cases must be re-reviewed. Dorset Wildlife Trust and Natural England have acquired Lyscombe Farm and this will be used to graze sheep under the planned nutrient mitigation credit scheme.  

8.    Finance:

8.1 Finance Report – The Clerk reported that finances were moderately good, which the bank balance standing at £ 8,087.84 and the general reserve at £ 3,410.29. There had been no major expenses since the last meeting. Cllr Shears now has online bank access. 

8.2 Retrospective payment approvals: 

	Date
	Name
	Method
	   Amount  
	Reason

	14/05/2024
	David Green
	BACS
	 £         16.20 
	Expenses

	14/05/2025
	J P Consultants
	BACS
	 £         70.00 
	Internal audit fee

	14/05/2024
	DAPTC
	BACS
	 £       241.54 
	Subscription

	20/05/2024
	Andrew Newman
	BACS
	 £         22.00 
	Mower petrol

	20/05/2024
	Came & Co (Gallaghers)
	BACS
	 £       151.54 
	Mower insurance

	28/05/2024
	David Green
	BACS
	 £       228.00 
	May 2024 pay

	28/05/2024
	Claire Birch 
	720
	 £         75.00 
	Honorarium

	03/06/2024
	A Newman
	BACS
	 £         22.28 
	Mower petrol

	28/06/2024
	David Green
	BACS
	 £       228.00 
	June 2024 pay




8.3 Clerks Expenses of £ 28.72 were approved 

9.    Planning 

Cllr Shears noted the ongoing appeals in relation to 15 High Street as discussed during the public session. The Parsh Council will make an appropriate response to the non-determination appeal. 

New application

P/LBC/2024/03124 & P/HOU/2024/03123

Re - 9 Dorchester Road Sydling St Nicholas Dorchester DT2 9NU – Erect garden store and carport

It was noted that this is a replacement for outbuildings that had been demolished, and was of a smaller foot print. The new car port and store will involve a corrugated iron roof; natural materials such as lime plaster and sheep’s wool will be used. There were no objections to the application which is considered to be an improvement. 

Sawmill - The matter of the installation of UPVC windows at the Old Sawmill had been referred to Dorset Council for consideration. They have advised that the issue was not of significance and no further action would be taken at this stage. The issue may be reviewed if any further work takes place or is there is any change of use. 

10. To receive a report on the following matters in the Parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

Play Park 

Work in relation to repairing damaged laminated boards on the multiplay will take place in the next few weeks. 

Footpaths

One overgrown footpath was reported. 

Highways

Cllr S Durack noted that all 27 reported several potholes had now been repaired. New potholes along Sunnyside Lane, the High Street and at Marrs Cross had been marked for repair.

Trees

Cllr Durack proposed an amendment to the Tree Management Plan making it clear that climbing trees and the use of rope swings on Parish Council trees is not permitted and that the Parish Council takes no responsibility for any injury arising from misuse of the trees. This was unanimously supported.

A request has been received to crown lift the Gean Cherry Tree in the High Street and Cllr Durack has sought advice from Dorset Council in relation to any work that may be necessary. 

Flooding

A report had been received from Dorset Council, following the ‘walkabout event’ held in January 2024. 

It was noted that this very brief report, received some 4 months after the event, did not adequately address any of the issues discussed. 

The report suggested that advice should be given to  landowners north of the village but that this necessity had been ‘overtaken by events’  - the reality being the only action that has taken place is some ditch clearance undertaken by Parish Council Chairman Chris Legg under his own initiative. It is not apparent that any landowner has been formally contacted concerning this situation. 
 
The report asked that the size of the road grill  would be evaluated. There is no indication that this work has taken place. 

The report suggested that the Environment Agency would be making a full evaluation of village drainage systems. It was noted that there has been no confirmation that the village drainage scheme has been re-evaluated or that the situation involving flood boards had been properly assessed. 
 
Cllr Graham Durack had attempted to make contact with the Flood Risk Management Officer in order to ascertain progress in in relation to matter raised in the report but has received no response.

It was agreed that this report would be referred Cllr Haynes to take up these issues with the Director of Place at Dorset Council. 

10.  Correspondence 

	Date 
	From 
	Subject

	20/05/2024
	Dorset Council – Flood Risk Engineer 
	RE: Site Visit 25 Jan 2024.

	29/05/2024
	Dorchester Town Council
	What's On Poster - June

	31/05/2024
	PCSO Sarah Pilcher
	Emailing: Parish reports April + May 2024

	04/06/2024
	Dorchester Transport Action Group
	Dorchester Transport Action Group annual open public meeting.

	08/06/2024
	Dorset Council - Elections
	UK Parliamentary General Election on 4/7/24 

	15/06/2024
	Dorset CPRE
	Dorset CPRE June 2024 Newsletter and 20th June Planning Conference

	18/06/2024
	DAPTC
	New Councillor Essentials training on 26 June from 7pm in Bradford Peverell



11. Items for Next Meeting

Flood Report actions update

12. Date of Next Meeting	

The next full Parish meeting will be held on Monday 2nd September 2024 at 7.00 p.m. in the Village Hall. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.10 hours.


Signed                                                                Chairman                  Date

