


Minutes of the meeting of Barrow Parish Council held on Tuesday 20th May 2025 in the village hall Willey at 6.30pm.

1. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
Members of the public will have the opportunity to raise Parish matters between 6.30 p.m. and 6.40 p.m.  No members of the public were present.

2. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES:
Shropshire Councillor Thomas.

3. TO RECORD THOSE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors Downes, Skinner, Hackett-Franklin, Churchill and Knott.

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS:
None.

5. MINUTES:
To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18th March 2025 and 13th May 2025.  
It was RESOLVED to sign and approve the minutes of the meetings held on Tuesday 18th March 2025 and Tuesday 13th May 2025.

6. CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION:
 To complete and sign the Certificate of Exemption for smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure does not exceed £25000. 
 It was RESOLVED to sign the certificate of exemption.

7. INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT:
It was RESOLVED to accept the Internal Audit form.

8. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2024/2025:
 To complete the Annual Governance Statement for 2024/2025.  
  It was RESOLVED to complete the Annual Governance Statement with answers being yes to all except question 9 which is not applicable.

9. ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 2024/2025:
To approve and sign the Accounting Statements 2024/2025  
It was RESOLVED to approve the accounting statements.

10. STANDING ORDERS, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS AND RISK ASSESSMENT:
The Clerk will report that it is necessary to adopt the revised Standing Orders and re- confirm the Financial Regulations, Asset Register, and all other policies.    
1. Standing Orders
2. Financial Regulations
3. Financial Risk Assessment
4. Code of Conduct
5. Reserves Policy
6. Complaints Procedure
7. Grievance Procedure
8. Managing pre application approaches.
9. Councillor-clerk protocol
It was RESOLVED to approve all policies and procedures.

11. APPROVE SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES FOR 2025/2026:
20th May 2025
15th July 2025
16th September 2025
18th November 2025
20th January 2026
17th March 2026
19th May 2026
It was RESOLVED to accept the dates.

12. REPORT BY SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL MEMBER:
To receive a report from the Shropshire Council Member.  No further update from the earlier meeting.

13. PLANNING:
          a. New applications to be considered. None.
          b. Applications since last meeting. None.
          c. Decisions: 
· 25/01021/TCA Crown reduce by 30% and crown thin by 30% 2 Sycamore within Broseley Conservation Area  Birchfield Coppice, Benthall Lane. No objection. 
·  APP/L3245/D/24/3353300 Pipe House 43A Bridge Road Benthall.  Appeal dismissed.
                          d.  Any other planning matters.
· Confirmation of FP177 diversion.
·  Request to confirm a strong local connection for a single plot affordable home   application.  It was RESOLVED to confirm the applicants fulfil the strong local connection. 

14. FINANCE:
a. Invoices to pay.  It was RESOLVED to pay the following invoices:
·    Hugo Fox £11.99 x2
·    Mrs J Madeley £200.00 (SGCT grant.)
·    Clear Insurance £421.53
·    E.on £117.60.
·    SALC £415.20
·    Waterplus £45.92
·    Shropshire Council £15.00
·    Mrs J Madeley £827.48
·    NEST £72.39
·    RLT Auditing £150.00







b. Bank reconciliation   Mar 25 
	Bank reconciliation at 31 March 2025
	 
	

	
	 
	£
	

	
	Balance b/f 31.3.24
	         9,348.85 
	

	
	Plus income
	       17,295.70 
	

	
	Total
	       26,644.55 
	

	
	Less: expenditure
	         9,192.03 
	

	
	Total
	      17,452.52 
	Mar-25

	
	 
	 
	

	
	Balances31.3.25
	
	

	
	Current account
	         4,381.75 
	

	
	savings account
	       13,512.49 
	

	
	Total
	      17,894.24 
	

	
	Less: unpresented expenses
	441.72
	

	
	Add unpresented income
	 
	

	
	Total 
	      17,452.52 
	

	Bank reconciliation at 31 March 2026
	 
	

	
	 
	£
	

	
	Balance b/f 1.4.25
	       17,452.52 
	

	
	Plus income
	       13,571.87 
	

	
	Total
	       31,024.39 
	

	
	Less: expenditure
	            268.96 
	

	
	Total
	      30,755.43 
	Apr-25

	
	 
	 
	

	
	 
	
	

	
	Current account
	       17,242.94 
	

	
	savings account
	       13,512.49 
	

	
	Total
	      30,755.43 
	

	
	Less: unpresented expenses
	
	

	
	Add unpresented income
	 
	

	
	Total 
	      30,755.43 
	


c. Precept received Shropshire Council £11500.00.  noted.
d. VAT received £505.87. Noted.

15. POLICE MATTERS:
a. To receive any reports from the beat manager.  No report.  Clerk to circulate crime figures and information about neighbourhood matters information.










16.  PARISH ALLOTMENTS:
a. Report from Cllr Skinner & Cllr Churchill.
Councillor Churchill reported that he felt there was a water leak STW side of the meter.  Clerk to report.
b. Plots. 
Councillor Skinner reported that plot D1 will become vacant short and Plot C1 at the end of august.
c. Tree works. Completed invoice awaited.
d. Damaged fence. Shropshire Council are investigating who should repair.  

17. WEBSITE AND EMAILS UPDATE:
All complete.

18. BARROW CHURCHYARD:
· No works completed yet.  Clerk to investigate replacing the bench.

19. STREET LIGHTING:
a. The fuse has been removed from the light of Bridge Road.  No one has reported the light as faulty.

20. HIGHWAYS:
a. Any issues to report.  Councillors continue to use Fix my street app.
b. Road Closures.Noted.
c. Safety scheme Benthall.  Clerk to continue to speak to the relevant person.                                                                                                                                                                    


21. BENCH AND NOTICEBOARD INSURANCE CLAIM:  updates  clerk to speak to insurers.

22. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS WHO HAVE ATTENDED OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS:
a. Councillor Skinner attended the kitchen open celebration which was a great success.
b. Councillor Downes attend the SGCT Annual open evening which included a talk by Shropshire Mammal group.  

23. JOB EVALUATION:
It was RESOLVED to increase the clerk’s salary to LC2 SCP 22 with effect from 1.4.25.  Clerk to keep a time sheet.

24. CORRESPONDENCE:
a. Christmas Card. Noted. 

25. Date of next scheduled meeting Tuesday 15th July 2025:







