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Colhayne Close, Colhayne Lane, Shute nr Axminster Devon, EX13 7QQ
Parish Clerk - Carol Miltenburg
tel:-01404 831080  e mail:-clerk@shute-pc.gov.uk   www.shute-pc.gov.uk
  


The Councillors were summoned to attend a meeting of Shute Parish Council held at Umborne Hall on Wednesday, December 10th, 2025 starting at 7.30pm.  
The following matters were discussed.   
Those present:- Councillors Angel Choake, Mike James, David Plowman, Ella Sweetland (Chair) and Martin Williams.  Carol Miltenburg (Clerk).
			

	
											Resolved/Action
	
1 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Orsman.  Declarations of interests – non were made for this meeting.

	


	
2 The minutes of the meeting of October 29th, 2025 were accepted and signed by the Chair.

	
Proposed MW Seconded DP

	
3 Matters arising from previous minutes. 
Cllr Choake advised that the article concerning the shortage of foster carers will appear in the next edition of the parish magazine.
The Clerk reported there was no response to the advert for new councillors placed in the parish magazine.  The members agreed to investigate any contacts they may know.

	

	
4 Public Forum. None present.

	




	
5 Reports 
Councillors – it was agreed to put the DCC members report on the website each month. 
Police – None. 
Church – The Barton weekend was very successful as was the Remembrance ceremony.  Cllr Plowman kindly laid the wreath on behalf of the Council.  The Church is now decorated for Christmas and there will be a Carol Service shortly.  
Whitford Hall – will be open for pre Christmas drinks . There will also be a village Christmas lunch the coming weekend. Three new trustees have been recruited to the village hall committee.
Umborne Hall – The Christmas Lunch was a huge success and raised over £1000 for the new kitchen fund.  The next event is the 12th night supper.  The new extension is now up and ready to be joined to the main building. The project is planned to be finished by April.

	

Clerk

	
6 Finance. 
Payments to be made – Whitford Hall £50.00 Donation, Umborne Hall £50.00 Donation.  
Payments received - none  
The bank statements were available for viewing.

The proposed budget for f/yr 2025/26 was discussed and it was agreed to also build in an allowance of £1000 for a ‘lengthsman’ function and £1000 for general parish maintenance. This was resolved by the members.   
 
Adoption of Asset Register Policy. The asset register policy dated 10th December 2025 was adopted by the members and signed by the Chair.

Revaluation of fixed assets. The revaluation of assets was undertaken 
in line with the new policy.  It was agreed to add the War Memorial and Shute Pillars.
Internal Audit 2025/26 - the contract to appoint Mrs Penny Clapham was agreed and signed by the Chair.

	

Proposed MJ
Seconded MW


Proposed AC
Seconded MW


Proposed MR
Seconded DP

Proposed AC
Seconded DP
Proposed MW
Seconded DP


	1) 
2) 7 Shute school updates – A letter from the Executive Head, Mrs Mackey concerning the Councils concern at the recent changes was read out. 
3) Car Park - ongoing.  
4) Burial Ground – the pathways both need weed killer to remain clear of weeds.  Clerk to contact National Trust to request them to trim hedge bounding the Burial Ground.

	




Clerk

	5) 
6) 8 Whitford.  Vehicle access Whitford Common – the vehicle gate is under construction. Signs Whitford Common – the sign is in production.  

	




	
9 Highway Matters. Road warden procedure – this still needs refining and has been passed to the Road Wardens for their consideration.  Cllr Choake proposed that a meeting between the members and Wardens should be undertaken to agree what is expected by both parties.  To be  arranged in January at Whitford Hall.  
The new pallet of tarmac buckets has been delivered.
“Pedestrians in road” signs Seaton Junction. DCC will not be placing a sign as they felt that drivers in Devon expect to see pedestrians in the road near a bus stop and there have been no recorded collisions.  Clerk to notify County Councillor
Whitford ford – DCC were advised of the blocked pipes and will attempt to clear them shortly.  DCC advised there is no funding to revamp or do major repairs to the ford.  The members discussed various options to reduce the amount of stones being washed down.  Cllr Plowman has offered to do a report for submission to DCC.

	

Proposed AC
Seconded DP




Clerk





DP


	
10 Planning.   None 

	

	
11 Emergency Plan. Whitford stream pollution updates – the Council have received a reply from the Env Agency advising they are monitoring the situation.  The full response will be put on the website.
Defibrillator location.  A suitable location is still being sort.  Investigations to reconnecting the telephone kiosk (when relocated) to the electricity supply will cost several thousand pounds. 

	

Clerk

	
12 Internal audit report actions. The Clerk reported that all the requirements from the Internal Audit have now been complied with except the listing of spending over £100 which will be done shortly.  

	

Clerk

	7) 
8) 13 Correspondence.  Landmark tree – It was agreed to ask for an Alder Buckthorne which can be placed on Whitford Common.  Clerk contact Devon Wildlife Trust.

	
Clerk

	9) 
14 Matters for discussion at future meetings. Precept 2025/26

	




Date, place & time of next meeting:- January 14th,  2025 at Whitford Hall starting at 7.30pm.  
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