     Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held at 7pm on Tuesday 1st July 2025 at the Village Hall

          Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley, Cllr Mullings, Cllr Mitson, Cllr Brooks
          Attendance: Members of the public and Sam Pass (Clerk)

	25.79
	Member Absences - Cllr Wright and Cllr Betts

	25.80
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest - None 


	25.81
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting on 3rd June 2025
Those present at the meeting unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting for the above dates were an accurate record, and the Chair signed a copy.

	25.82
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor

County Councillor Matthew Hicks was not in attendance, his report can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/

District Councillor Nick Hardingham read out his report which can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/


	25.83
	Contributions by Members of the Public – none


	25.84

25.84.1









25.84.2



25.84.3



	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications
DC/25/00968 | Householder application - Erection of single storey front, side and rear extensions (following demolition of existing extensions/porch). Extension to existing garage including external staircase to provide room above. Re-siting of existing oil tank. | 3 Quoits Meadow Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6DE – members were neutral with this application

DC/25/02582 | Application for Listed Building Consent - To carry out additional remedial works to the timber frame and chimney within the North Wing Sitting Room. | Ubbeston Hall Stowmarket Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AD – members were neutral with this application

Decision Notices
DC/25/00312 | Householder Application - Creation of a dropped kerb | The Old Post Office The Street Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AF – refused

Other planning matters
DC/25/02746 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/05056 - Condition 12 (Contamination) and 13 (Contamination Report) | Mill Green Farm Debenham Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6BZ


	25.85

25.85.1





25.85.2


	Finance

Authorisation of payments – were agreed and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Emberson and Mullings:
Clerk salary for April £224.02
Clerk office expenses for printing £3.29
HMRC P30 payments £168.00
Hellis & Lodge for internal audit £220.00

Review and approval of the 1st qtr bank reconciliation – agreed and signed by Cllr Emerson and Mullings
Balance of Barclays current a/c - £10,319.35
Balance of Barclays business a/c - £84,128.24


	25.86

25.86.1



25.86.2

	To receive reports from Councillors assigned to the following:

People and Place Plan by Cllr Morley – Cllr Hardingham confirmed the taxi bus will start in July, detail of which will be included in the plan.  It was agreed the plan should be updated twice a year for the website and new alerts via parish communications. 

Recreation ground by Cllr Betts – Cllr Betts was absent.  It was noted the inspection logs still need updating.  Question of whether non-inspection will affect insurance cover – action Clerk to investigate


	25.87
	Update of Mickfield / Stonham Aspal 40mph speed limit and the decision made retrospectively: 
Stonham Aspal Parish Council opposed the proposed 40mph signs on the bend from Mill Green to Debenham, preferring an extension of the 30mph limit instead.  Cllr Hicks investigated and confirmed it was not possible to extend the 30mph as it did not meet the criteria.  Council were left with two options: revert to the 60mph national speed limit or retain the 40mph signs.  Due to the decision deadline date of 11th June, Cllr Emberson and Morley decided to keep the 40mph signs.
Cllr Mullings expressed disappointment that all councillors were not consulted, potentially affecting the outcome, and raised concerns about other Parish Councils influencing decisions beyond their jurisdiction, also asked that Cllr Hicks continue to investigate what happened that ended up with not only being overruled within our parish but the incorrect signage for the B road. 
Cllr Emberson acknowledged the issue and committed to avoiding similar situations in future.


	25.88
	To discuss and consider submitted applications for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding: Stonham Aspal Village Hall applied for funding to replace its floor, as the current one is laid over the old floor and the section under the stage is rotten, requiring the stage to be rebuilt. Councillors supported the application, recognizing its community value. With the total cost quoted at £31,000, the council agreed to contribute £20,000, asking the Village Hall Committee to seek additional funding elsewhere. It was suggested they apply to the Platinum Jubilee fund, opened in June. If further funding isn't secured, another CIL application may be submitted.

Cllr Mullings and Mitson were excluded from voting due to connections to the Village Hall.  All other members in attendance approved this application – action for the Clerk to make contact and arrange payment.


	25.89
	To discuss and consider funding for St Marys & St Lambert Church, Stonham Aspal
Church clocks and open churchyards can be funded by Parish Councils, which is therefore funded by precept. Both churchyards in Stonham Aspal are open, financial support for maintenance was proposed. Quotes for a contractor and hedge planting will be submitted for Parish Council review.

Additionally, the church is seeking volunteers for grass cutting and strimming on the 14th & 15th July. 


	25.90

	To note any communications
· Taxi Bus in the People & Place Plan
· Good news – Village Hall now has broadband funded by CIL
· CIL funding for the Village Hall floor
· SID data
· CIL application reminder with a deadline of 1st September for consideration on 7th October


	25.91
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting 
Members discussed ways to raise awareness and understanding of the Parish Council among parishioners. Cllr Brooks proposed including a page in community magazines outlining the Council’s roles and responsibilities. While there were concerns about agreeing the wording, members agreed Cllr Brooks would lead on the content, with others focusing on ensuring factual accuracy.

To continue discussion for one webpage for the community. 


	25.92
	Agreed proposed date of next meeting on 2nd September 2025


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 8.25pm
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