Upton Parish Council 

Minutes of Annual Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 6.00 pm

Tuesday 17th May 2022
Present 

Councillor Fran A'Brook (in the chair), Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Karen Telling, 
Councillor Innes Davies, Councillor Libby Warden, Councillor David Williams, Councillor Val Thompstone, County Councillor Frances Nicholson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis.
Visitors to the Council  None.

1. Election of Chairman


Councillor Warden nominated Councillor A’Brook.  Councillor Shaw seconded.


Councillor A’Brook unanimously elected.

Apologies
District Councillor Dave Mansell and District Councillor Mark Blaker.
2. Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 20th May 2021

The minutes have been read, approved and signed.

3. Chairman’s Declaration of Office

Councillor A’Brook signed form.
4. Election Paperwork

All Councillor completed declaration of office and register of interest forms.
5. Summary of Report of previous year from Chairman (then acting if now changed)
Visit from Dan Barnet with information from National Park proposal for 1.5 metre cycle / footpath all around the lake, awaiting public consultation.

Problems of subsidence of the main road surface on the corner of Hensetown Lane.  The drain on the left side has collapsed as well.  Traffic lights have been in place since June.  Contractors have dug but there has been no confirmation of repairs or timescales for this.

Continuing problems with large lorries using Cuckolds Combe, the road surface has crumbled into a gully and field fence demolished.  Ongoing actions to erect road signage.

Parish land has been valued for book purposes, being kept for future parish needs.
Covid grant fund was used to improve the car park by the Village Hall committee.
Introduction of new Unitary Authority to replace Somerset West and Taunton Dean.  Exmoor is part of the Highways pilot scheme.

Visit from Chris Sumter of Wivey Cares who explained their support for the less mobile and older residents.

Survey of the overhanging branches and trees in the village from Haddon Hill to Sperry Cross.

Jubilee celebrations – joining with the Village Hall Committee and the PCC to provide a celebratory tea part on Sunday 5th June, sharing the cost.  A beacon will be lit in the village.
6. Election of Vice Chairman


Councillor A’Brook nominated Councillor Telling.  Councillor Thompstone  seconded.


Councillor Telling unanimously elected.

7. Appointment of Highway Warden


Councillor A’Brook nominated Councillor Davies.  Councillor Shaw seconded.


Councillor Davies unanimously elected.

8. Appointment of Planning Convenor

Councillor Warden nominated Councillor Shaw.  Councillor Telling seconded.



Councillor Shaw unanimously elected.

9. Appointment of Internal Auditor

Mr Andrew Smith from Huish Champflower to continue as the internal Auditor.  
10. Appointment of Acting Clerk if the Clerk is unable to act

Councillor Warden to act as Clerk if Phoebe Purvis is unable.

11. Questions and comments from members of the public.
None.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 6.35 pm.
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