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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council

         Held on Tuesday 23rd July at 1630hrs in the Parish Hall
1. Present and Apologies
Cllr Mrs Drury (Chairman), Cllr Bainbridge (Vice-chairman), Cllr Ms Farrington, Cllr Mrs Richards, Cllrs  Butcher, Bartlett, Hutchinson and Lister, and Mrs S Wood (Clerk). Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Wyatt (prior commitment).  
2. Declarations of Interest
Cllr Hutchinson:  Voluntary Declaration item 4, as a Director of Country Funerals.
3. Planning applications
3.1.1 19/00943/AS  Bridgewood Farm, Watery Lane, Westwell

Change of use of land for use by gypsy family and removal of condition 2 on planning permission reference 14/01508/AS (Change of use of land for the stationing of one mobile home and one touring caravan for residential use by one gypsy family (retrospective))
The Chairman noted that the application is in two parts:  a change to the area of land in planning application 14/01508/AS; removal of condition 2, which granted temporary occupation of the site but which was not enforced on expiry of the temporary planning permission.  The Chairman stated that the application makes no reference to the site being an allocated site in the Local Plan.

It was stated that the application includes the access. This was queried given that this is not owned by the applicants and is the access to land to the rear of the site; the applicants cannot have the same right over the access as to land they own. There are no comments on the ABC website from the owners of the land to the rear, however they may not be aware of the application.  [Post-meeting note: The owners of the land are not listed as consultees.]   The application describes the access as being Highways land and includes a completed Certificate of Ownership showing that this is Highways England (HE).  HE will be contacted to establish if it agrees.  The applicants have indicated that they will install a gate at the access.  It was noted that when trotting horses were stabled on the site they escaped on at least one occasion, but the shared access – for HE , and the owners to the rear makes this improbable. 
The Chairman suggested that the case officer be contacted for a response to the concerns raised. This and a response from HE and other users of the access will inform the Parish Council’s comments; an extension to the consultation period will be sought.  
Surprise was expressed that the principle argument, that the site has been included in the Local Plan, was not used – this established on need and concealment at a lower level near the road - that one pitch would be suitable, not the five + one as proposed in the draft Plan, given its location in the AONB (S44, page 196 in the Local Plan).
The Chairman advised that the planning application states that details of sewerage are ‘unknown’, which is thought to be unacceptable given the size of the mobile home on the site.  It was thought that a septic tank has been installed, but there have been reports of overflow onto Watery Lane.

The veracity of the drawing in the application will be queried, which describes the adjacent field as a travellers’ site but is, in fact, an illegally occupied site.

It was noted that the Parish Council cannot be opposed in principle to regularising the site, because it is in the Local Plan, but all there are concerns that this is done correctly and with all the facts being taken into account .
3.1.2  19/00951/AS Tylers, The Street, Westwell
Two storey rear extension, PV roof panels; new rooflight and enlarged replacement rooflight
 The application is for removal of the existing conservatory and addition of a two-storey extension, which extends approx 2m beyond the conservatory footprint.   Comments as to the extent of the fenestration on the upper storey were made; the first-floor Juliet balcony will overlook the gardens of Forge Cottage and Beech House.  It was stated that the existing trees must be retained because the extension would otherwise be intrusive.   It was noted that a number of the trees are evergreen, therefore screening is year-round.  The proposed materials will match the existing; the solar panels will be on the south-facing side and not visible from the road.  It was suggested that any permission includes a condition that the tree screening be retained and maintained.
It was proposed that no objection be made to the application, but with a condition that the trees be retained to preserve the amenity of surrounding properties and maintain the character of the Conservation Area.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council has no objection to the application, but with the comment that a condition should be attached to any permission that the trees should be retained to preserve the amenity of surrounding properties and maintain the character of the Conservation Area.
3.2  Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda

No applications were received.
4. Review of cemetery fees

The Clerk tabled a proposed increase in fees for burial and monuments, which were last increased in January 2017.  Cllr Hutchinson will circulate information on fees charged by other cemeteries.  It was noted that there is considerable variation in such fees, but charges for burial in churchyards are set by the Church of England.  Fees from the cemetery are put towards maintenance of the area.  It was proposed that the charge be increased where the request is for a double plot, ie for an 8-feet depth rather than 6-feet depth for a single burial.  Extant inquiries will be charged at the existing rate.
It was proposed that the revised charges be accepted, with effect from 1st August 2019.

Resolved:

That the revised cemetery fees be accepted, with effect from 1st August 2019.
The charges will be reviewed annually in September, from September 2020.
5. Quote for hedging and related works in the Garden of Remembrance

It was proposed that the existing hedge be replaced by a box hedge; Cllr Mrs Richards counselled against because of box blight and predation by box caterpillars.  An alternative will be brought to the September meeting of the Parish Council.  The planting will be of established plants approx 50cm tall.  The hedge will have a central walk-in gap, with planting to the rear to define the area.  It was noted that brambles are encroaching on the Garden of Remembrance, these will be cleared.  It was suggested that railings be put in at the back in order to clearly define the area of the Garden.  It was acknowledged that while not all residents wish to use the cemetery it is a community asset, cf the hall or playing field, and maintenance costs are, therefore, funded from the Precept.  It was further noted that the Garden of Remembrance was established following a request from the community.
6. Any Other Business
6.1  Maidstone Road:  reduction in the speed limit to 50mph from Tutt Hill to Watery Lane.  This arose from the results of a traffic speed survey and review of crash data, but although in force from 22nd July signage has not yet been put in place.  The Clerk will write to KCC (Robin Chantrill-Smith), cc Charlie Simkins and Lisa Willoughby, asking when the signs will be installed.  Information on the 50mph speed limit will be put in the Westwell Eye.   Cllr Bartlett advised that crash data showed that the Potters Corner junction is less safe than the junctions included in the speed limit reduction.  Cllr Bartlett asked that the reduction be extended eastwards beyond Potters Corner.  This will be discussed at the next meeting of the Parish Council.
6.2  Ashford Railway Project:  the Borough Council has commissioned a play from The Company, supported by the Arts Council, to celebrate the role of railways in the town [http://www.thecompanyuk.com/#current-production].  Stories and memories of how the railway has affected the town and its inhabitants are invited, and drop-in sessions will be held at Ashford Gateway from 10am-3pm on Saturday 27th July and Monday 5th August.    
6.3 One of the 30mph signs in Sandyhurst Lane near the junction with the A20 has been removed.  This will be reported to KCC Highways. 
6.4  A burglary was reported from a property in Pilgrims Way, but it has not yet appeared in Neighbourhood Watch reports.
6.5  Hall sign:  Cllr Hutchinson was thanked for his help re the hall sign giving Parish Council contact details.
6.6   Maidstone Road/Watery Lane bus stop:  the fallen bus stop has been replaced.
7. Date of next meeting
Monday 2nd September 2019
The meeting closed at 5.45pm.
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