     Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for Urgent Matters Only
held at 7pm on Tuesday 3rd February 2026 at Stonham Aspal Football Club

          Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley (Vice-Chair), Cllr Brooks, Cllr Mullings
          Attendance: Members of the public and Sam Pass (Clerk)

O
	25.171
	Opened at 7pm
Member Absences 
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Wright and Cllr Mitson


	25.172
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest 
Cllr Emberson in relation to the CIL application from Stonham Aspal Church & Cemetery 
Cllr Mullings in relation to the CIL application from Stonham Aspal Village Hall


	25.173
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the meetings held on 6th January 2026 were unanimously agreed as a true record and duly signed by the Chair.

	25.174

25.174.1


25.174.2
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor

County Councillor Matthew Hicks read out his report which can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/ 

District Councillor Nick Hardingham read out his report which can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/ 


	25.175
	Contributions by Members of the Public
· There were no contributions from the public 


	25.176

25.176.1


25.176.2















25.176.3
	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications
There were no planning applications to consider

Decision Notices	
DC/25/04145 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/04250 - Conditions 3 (Fenestration) and 4 (Roof Covering Materials) | Symonds The Street Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AG – part granted/partly refused

DC/25/04968 | Discharge of Condition Application for DC/19/02299 - Condition 13 (Provision of SUDS System) | Land South Of The Street Stonham Aspal Suffolk – granted

DC/25/05032 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/02305 - Condition 4 (External Construction Materials), Condition 6 (Landscaping Scheme), Condition 9 (Contamination) and Condition 19 (Noise Assessment) | Red House Barn Mickfield Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 5LT – part granted/partly refused

DC/25/05164 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/02582 - Condition 3 (Pargetting Sample Panel) | Ubbeston Hall Stowmarket Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AD – granted

Other planning matters – none noted


	25.177

25.177.1





25.177.2






25.177.3

	Finance

Authorisation of payments
The following payments were approved and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Mullings and Emberson: 
i. Clerk salary for January £231.98
ii. Clerk office expenses for printing £1.79
iii. Notice Board Company for Homestead Park £1114.80

3rd Quarter Bank Reconciliation 
The 3rd quarter bank reconciliation was reviewed and signed by Cllr Mullings and Emberson.  Reported balances as of 9th January were:
Barclays Bank Community Current Account £6187.15
Barclays Bank Business Premium Savings Account £77617.30
It was requested to report the CIL balance on the monthly agenda Action: Clerk

To appoint the internal auditor for 2025/26
Members agreed to appoint Heelis & Lodge
Proposed by Cllr Morley 
Seconded by Cllr Brooks 
All members in attendance agreed
 

	25.178

25.178.1




25.178.2

25.178.3

25.178.4

25.178.5



	To receive reports from Councillors assigned to the following:

i. People and Place Plan by Cllr Morley
ii. The taxi bus has been added to the People and Place Plan (P&PP). It was also suggested that the football pavilion be included; Action: Cllr Morley will make contact to progress this.
iii. Additions to be approved at the next parish meeting.  
iv. 
v. Recreation ground by Cllr Brooks – nothing to report.
vi. 
vii. New notice board by Cllr Emberson – pro-forma invoice will be paid this week.  

viii. Village signs by Cllr Morely – nothing to report. 
ix. 
x. Thermal imaging camera by Cllr Brooks 
There was a very low uptake, and it was agreed that it may not be worth repeating. Cllr Emberson thanked Cllr Brooks for his time and effort.


	25.179

25.179.1



25.179.2




25.179.3


	Update on the following:

Licence for the 20mph Flashing Sign
Cllr Brooks was unable to make contact with the resident whose land had been proposed for the sign. The licence application will now be submitted in order not to delay the process.

Speed Survey – Junction of Scotts Hill
The speed survey was scheduled to take place between 15th and 23rd January. At the time of the meeting, the Clerk had not yet received the results.
Action: Clerk to follow up with Suffolk Highways.

New Dog Bins
Stonham Aspal Football Club have confirmed they would like a dog bin positioned around the football pitch but have requested this is delayed until building works have been completed.


	25.180

25.180.1








25.180.2



	To discuss and consider submitted applications for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding:

Stonham Aspal Church & Cemetery Hedging
To re-position the hedging that separates the cemetery from the footpath, moving the hedge back to provide increased space for pedestrians. It is anticipated that the width of the footpath will increase by approximately 1–2 feet.  In addition, the open ditch behind the hedge will be piped and filled in to reduce the risk of accidents occurring in the future.

The application was discussed by members, who approved funding of £1,948.61. The decision was agreed by Cllrs Brooks, Mullings, and Morley, with Cllr Emberson excluded from the vote.

Stonham Aspal Village Hall Floor
It has been identified that the floor now requires damp proofing and the installation of a subfloor, along with new brick air vents, before the floor can be re-laid. The contractor has provided a revised quotation to complete these additional works, increasing the total project cost by £12,950.43.

The application was discussed by members, who approved funding of £8,000.00.  The decision was agreed by Cllrs Brooks, Morley and Emberson, with Cllr Mullings excluded from the vote.


	25.181
	To note any communications
· Progress is being made on the 20 mph flashing sign, including submission of the licence application.
· Volunteers are being sought to help cut back the verge at Homestead Park; anyone interested is asked to contact the Clerk.
· Details of the two approved CIL applications.
· Advertising for councillors to join the Parish Council.
· To include the speed survey results, if available.


	25.182
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting 
In response to concerns raised about the adherence to planning restrictions/requirements at Stonham Barns, the Local Government Ombudsman has responded, confirming that the Planning Department has acted in line with the rules and that they are satisfied with the actions of the local authority.


	25.183
	Agreed proposed date of next meeting on 3rd March 2026 
Cllr Mullings will confirm location


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 20:17




Sam Pass, Clerk & RFO to Stonham Aspal Parish Council, Sapc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk, 06/02/26
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